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What is ECMA?

ECMA, formerly known as the European Computer Manufacturers Association, is an International Industry Organization based in Geneva, Switzerland and dedicated to the standardization of Information and Communication Systems.

ECMA is one of the oldest Standards Developing Organizations in Europe, having opened its operations in 1961 in Geneva, Switzerland so as to be physically situated close to the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC). Since its beginning and continuing today, ECMA enjoys a unique relationship with ISO/IEC and in particular with its Joint Technical Committee 1 (JTC 1) which has processed virtually all international IT standards, including language standards, since its formation in 1987.  As example, ECMA is an Official Liaison to ISO/IEC JTC 1 and enjoys the privilege of submitting ECMA Standards directly into the ISO/IEC Fast-Track Process for accelerated adoption as ISO/IEC standards.  Normally, only countries, and never companies or even consortia, enjoy this privilege.

What is the current process within ECMA with CLI and related technologies?

Standardization of CLI is currently taking place in TC39. It’s hoped that this work will be able to be complete this year. Should the ECMA General Assembly adopt this as ECMA Standards, ECMA will submit in its own name as an Official Liaison of ISO/IEC JTC 1 the CLI Standards directly to ISO/IEC for adoption as ISO/IEC Standards under the ISO Fast-Track Procedure.

Does 3GPP have a liaison with ECMA?
3GPP does not currently enjoy a Liaison relationship with ECMA.  However, should MExE request such a liaison because it has agreed to become active in the area of the CLI-based Mobile Services Framework, and especially to develop programming framework layers which facilitate mobile device features atop the core runtime infrastructure, the request should be endorsed by T2 and the request would then be granted by the 3GPP Project Co-Ordination group. This process can be streamlined and performed expediently through MExE chairman asking for provisional liaison status which would then be valid until the next plenary meetings.

We would propose to facilitate the establishment of this Liaison through the Secretary General of ECMA.  Such a Liaison could be put in place as early as 28 September when TC39 meets in the company of the Secretary General.

What are the IPR terms and how do they relate to MExE?

Same as ISO (and believed same as 3GPP) : non-discriminatory and reasonable.

Who are the current members of ECMA (and TC39)?

There are currently 42 member companies, 11 Academic organizations and 9 Affiliates (such as ETSI) in ECMA. Current members include: Alcatel, Callscan, ECI Telecom, Ericsson, Hitachi, HP, IBM, Lucent Technologies, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric, NEC, Philips, Netscape, Siemens, Sony, Sun, INTEL, Fujitsu, Nokia and Phone.com; 

