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Industry Leaders to Speak at SDR Conference 

Wireless Industry Gathering to Discuss Key Topics for Advanced Services 
San Jose, CA – 6/1/2000 – The Software Defined Radio (SDR) Forum today announced that Dale Hatfield, Chief of the FCC's Office of Engineering and Technology, will be the keynote speaker at the upcoming SDR summit in Seattle, Washington.  In addition, Shuji Kubota, Senior Research Engineer at NTT DoCoMo, and Erling Rasmussen, Corporate Vice President and CTO Systems Solutions Group at Motorola, Inc., will present overviews on the state-of-the-art in SDR technologies in Europe, Asia, and North America.  The conference, to take place June 20-22 at the Hilton Bellevue, will provide attendees with insight on the latest developments in software-defined radio technology.  Participants will also be able to join in the SDR Forum working sessions, getting a first-hand look at the technical and regulatory aspects that are enabling the deployment of SDR technology for wireless systems.  The afternoon of Monday, June 19th, is dedicated to providing an overview of SDR technology and the role the SDR Forum plays in bringing the technology to commercial introduction. The June meeting will also host the Forum’s first Vendor Exhibition. The entire event is open to both non-members and members of the Forum.

“We are very excited that Mr. Hatfield, Mr. Kubota, and Mr. Rasmussen will join us in Seattle, and look forward to their vision of the technology and how this will benefit mobile consumers and the wireless industry”, commented John Ralston, Vice Chairman of the SDR Forum.  “SDR technology has been getting a great deal of attention over the past few months – we expect to make significant advances in Seattle in all of the technical and regulatory areas that the Forum is currently pursuing.”

Stephen Blust, Chairman of the SDR Forum, commented, “We just came off a very successful event in Korea in April.  The global wireless industry is very excited about SDR technology and its potential to offer significant benefits.  We are fortunate to have such distinguished speakers kick-off the Seattle event”.

For more information on the Seattle meeting, visit www.sdrform.org.

About SDR Technology:

SDR is considered by many to hold the key to providing consumers with affordable access to a wide variety of advanced services built around wireless Internet access. 

At present, wireless telecommunications services are characterized by the use of competing and often incompatible standards, modes, and frequencies that span two generations of equipment and will soon span a third. SDR provides an efficient and comparatively inexpensive mechanism for the design and implementation of multi-mode, multi-band, multi-functional wireless devices that can be enhanced using software upgrades, thus addressing many of the most challenging issues confronting the wireless industry. SDR technologies can greatly enhance the utilization and management of wireless network infrastructure.  Over the longer term, SDR also holds promise as one of the technology tools that, used in concert with spectrum management policies, may provide for more effective administration of congested wireless spectrum. 

For example, SDR can enhance network flexibility by allowing wireless network operators to change air interfaces and add new services primarily through software changes.  Over-the-air downloads can greatly reduce the costs of service provisioning, upgrades, and bug fixes. SDR also allows manufacturers to consolidate their product platforms (both user terminals and base stations) and reduce the design and manufacturing resources needed to accommodate different air interfaces, wireless services, and user-accessible functions and applications. SDR can also provide the end user with universal access and greater flexibility in the choice of media content.  Surging demand for mobile communications services, especially mobile Internet access, are the primary forces driving the wireless industry toward widespread utilization of SDR.

About the SDR Forum:

The SDR Forum is an international industry association dedicated to supporting the development and deployment of flexible, adaptable architectures in advanced wireless systems. The membership of the SDR Forum spans commercial, defense, and civil government organizations, and includes wireless service providers, network operators, component and equipment manufacturers, hardware and software developers, regulatory agencies, and academia.  Presently numbering over 80 organizations, the SDR Forum’s membership includes the major commercial wireless players from Asia, Europe, and North America.  

Additional information is available on the SDR Forum Web site at www.sdrforum.org.
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