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SDR Forum Successfully Concludes Key Workshop 

Industry Gathers to Coordinate Response to FCC NOI 
San Jose, CA – 5/9/2000.  The Software Defined Radio (SDR) Forum today reported the successful conclusion of a two-day workshop on the regulatory changes needed to enable consumers to get the full benefit of SDR-based products and services.  Over 50 representatives from 36 companies participated in the May 3-4 event, organized by the SDR Forum to help industry respond to the US Federal Communications Commission Notice of Inquiry (NOI) on SDR technology. The NOI is an important step by the FCC in the process of identifying and implementing rules changes that will allow expanded commercial adoption of SDR technologies.  Julius Knapp, Chief, Policy and Rules Division of the FCC’s Office of Engineering and Technology, gave the keynote address to the workshop. Representatives from European and Asian regulatory authorities also participated in the workshop.

SDR provides an efficient solution to the problem of building multi-mode, multi-band, multi-functional wireless devices that can be enhanced using software upgrades, thus addressing many of the most challenging issues confronting the wireless industry.  SDR is also considered by many to hold the key to providing consumers with affordable access to a wide variety of advanced services built around wireless Internet access. 

The SDR Forum is working closely with regulatory bodies in many countries to address the benefits of and challenges created by software defined radio products and services. The FCC issued its NOI on March 17th; responses are due June 14. The Forum organized the workshop to help industry understand the importance of the NOI and to help ensure timely input.  The workshop focused on three primary areas:

· current and future SDR product capabilities and timelines

· SDR impact on interoperability, spectral efficiency, and spectrum management

· equipment authorization and security issues related to SDR

Participants reached several important agreements during the workshop.  Most notably, participants concluded that SDR is emerging as a key implementation technology for wireless infrastructure equipment and user terminals, particularly to help consolidate product platforms for the rapidly evolving wireless marketplace.  The Forum is urging regulators to focus initial rules changes on enabling enhanced software download and upgrade capabilities for SDR equipment, in order to realize the commercial potential of SDR technologies.

“We are very pleased with the large turnout for the workshop, and the progress we made on the NOI response”, commented John Ralston, Vice Chairman of the SDR Forum and Vice President for IP, standards, and regulatory activities at Silicon-Valley-based Morphics Technology, Inc.  “It is clear that regulatory authorities and leading wireless companies recognize the many benefits of SDR technology, and its readiness for the commercial market.  We will continue to work closely with the international regulatory community throughout this process.”

Scott Blake Harris, managing partner at Harris, Wiltshire & Grannis LLP and regulatory counsel to the SDR Forum, added that: “The FCC and regulatory agencies across the globe have signaled their intent to create a regulatory environment that will be hospitable to the rapid and widespread commercialization of SDR technology. They are to be commended for their vision and their willingness rapidly to adapt to technological developments.”

About SDR Technology:

SDR is considered by many to hold the key to providing consumers with affordable access to a wide variety of advanced services built around wireless Internet access. 

At present, wireless telecommunications services are characterized by the use of competing and often incompatible standards, modes, and frequencies that span two generations of equipment and will soon span a third. SDR provides an efficient and comparatively inexpensive mechanism for the design and implementation of multi-mode, multi-band, multi-functional wireless devices that can be enhanced using software upgrades, thus addressing many of the most challenging issues confronting the wireless industry. The FCC’s NOI comes at a time when strong interest in SDR is emerging from leading wireless equipment manufacturers and wireless carriers. SDR technologies can greatly enhance the utilization and management of wireless network infrastructure.  Over the longer term, SDR also holds promise as one of the technology tools that, used in concert with spectrum management policies, may provide for more effective administration of congested wireless spectrum. 

For example, SDR can enhance network flexibility by allowing wireless network operators to change air interfaces and add new services primarily through software changes.  Over-the-air downloads can greatly reduce the costs of service provisioning, upgrades, and bug fixes. SDR also allows manufacturers to consolidate their product platforms (both user terminals and base stations) and reduce the design and manufacturing resources needed to accommodate different air interfaces, wireless services, and user-accessible functions and applications. SDR can also provide the end user with universal access and greater flexibility in the choice of media content.  Surging demand for mobile communications services, especially mobile Internet access, are the primary forces driving the wireless industry toward widespread utilization of SDR.

About the SDR Forum:

The SDR Forum is an international industry association dedicated to supporting the development, deployment, and use of open architectures for advanced wireless systems. The membership of the SDR Forum spans commercial, defense, and civil government organizations, and includes wireless service providers, network operators, component and equipment manufacturers, hardware and software developers, regulatory agencies, and academia.  Presently numbering over 80 organizations, the SDR Forum’s membership includes the major commercial wireless players from Asia, Europe, and North America.  

Additional information is available on the SDR Forum Web site at www.sdrforum.org.
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