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Introduction

In the LS on UE protocol version from RAN2 (T1-010390) RAN 2 asks for confirmation of their understanding of how T1 handle versions of test cases in TS 34.123-1 & -2. I.e., if applicable test cases can be identified from knowing the UE capabilities, the protocol release (PRI=R99, REL-4,..) and the Conformance Specification Version (CSV=version of 34.123-1/-2). 

From discussions in T1/SIG it has been found that the purpose of signalling the PRI and CSV values has not been fully understood. The purpose of present document is to gives further clarification on the subject.

The problem the proposal intends to solve is: 

How to minimise the risk for interoperability problems when new releases of network equipment introduce new functionality?

Thus is the only objective of the signalling of the PRI and CSV indicators to provide the network with an indication of what functionality the UE have performed conformance tests for.

Rationale

· Network vendors will phase in functionality in different releases of the network equipment.

· Terminal vendors will perform IOT testing with network vendors to secure interoperability with the current release of the network equipment.

· For functionality not possible to perform IOT testing at the time the terminal is launched, i.e. the functionality which will be introduced by network vendors in later releases, conformance testing using standardised test cases plays an essential role.

· 3GPP conformance specifications, TS 34.123-1, is the tool for UE manufacturer to achieve confidence in compliance to UTRAN core specifications for which there are no possibility to run IOT tests at the time the terminal is launched.

· The number of test cases and the coverage of test cases for different features is different between different versions of 34.123-1. 

Conclusion

By having the UE signalling the UE capabilities, PRI and CSV the UE the network will get an indication of the applicable test cases at the time the UE performed conformance testing. 

The network may use this indicator to select alternative configurations when establishing connections/services to minmise interoperability problems.  
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