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Introduction

The Liaison statement from SMG3 WPA / TSG-CN WG1 may be summarised as follows.

Layer 3 signalling messages have been defined so that they may be extended in future releases. Terminals supporting older versions of the protocol should be robust enough to discard extended information that they do not recognise. The only way to guarantee this is through type approval testing.

Response

TSG-T WG1 recognises the importance of this issue However, we would like SMG3 WPA / TSG-CN WG1 to note the following:

1. The responsibility for defining tests for Layer 3 signalling procedures lies with TSG-T WG1 Signalling Sub-working Group (SWG). Due to the amount of work, the short timescales and size of membership of the Signalling SWG, it may not be possible to provide wide coverage testing for this issue.

2. The Signalling SWG will consider the inclusion of tests for the general handling of messages with unrecognised information in one of two sections within 3G TS 34.123: General Tests, and Structured Procedures.

3. TSG-T WG1 notes that under the relevant European approval regulations (R&TTE Directive), the former Type Approval system has become one of volutary certification, and that any such tests included in 3G TS 34.123 can not be made compulsory.

4. TSG-T WG1 would welcome any guidance, given the above points, that SMG3 WPA / TSG-CN WG1 can give to help identify a set of key tests.

Page 1

