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This section gives an overview on the development of a specification, dealing with the unexceptional cases only, and leaving out details. A more detailed description is given in the remainder of section 4.


A new specification is created in an TB WG. At creation, a rapporteur is nominated. The rapporteur elaborates the first versions, version 0.0.0, version 0.1.0, possibly 0.1.1, 0.1.2 and so on, then version 0.2.0 etc..


The versions 0.1.0, 0.2.0, 0.3.0 etc. must be presented to the responsible TB SG. The versions 0.i.1, 0.i.2 etc. may be internal versions.


As soon as title, scope and some other information on the specification is stable, the PT assigns a specification number and enters the specification into the Status List of Specifications, see section 7.


When a specification is sufficiently stable, it is presented as version 1.0.0 to the TB for information.


Further versions 1.x.y are elaborated until version 2.0.0 is presented for approval at the TB.


After approval, the specification becomes version x.0.0 where x >=3. It is under TB change control. Further changes are made by means of formal change requests, to be approved by the TB. The number x is called the major version of the specification. If all change requests approved were editorial, the new version increments the right most number (e.g., from 7.2.1 to 7.2.2); if at least one approved CR has been non-editorial, the middle number is incremented and the right most number reset to 0 (e.g., from 7.2.1 to 7.3.0).


At some point in time, the specification is frozen: Only corrections of essential errors will be applicable. (At the same time, a new major version may be developed for inclusion of new features.)


At a later point in time, the specification is closed: it is still publicly available, but no changes are carried out any more. (At the same time, higher major versions of the specification may be under development.)


The major versions of specifications may be developed in releases: Releases like Release 1999, Release 2000, Release 20001 are specified in major versions of the specifications. For example, UMTS Release 1999 might be specified in the most recent versions 7.x.y of specifications, that is in major version 7.


[Example: The concept of major versions has been applied for GSM specifications: Major version 5 specifies


Release 1996, major version 6 specifies Release 1997 and so on.]


