National/Panasonic

INFORMATION

1.
On-line registration for the meetings

The registration form for the meetings can be found on the 3GPP web-site. You are kindly requested to register by the 12th September 2002 at this address:

3GPP T1 RF: 
http://webapp.etsi.org/MeetingCalendar/MeetingDetails.asp?mid=22850
3GPP T1 SIG: 
http://webapp.etsi.org/MeetingCalendar/MeetingDetails.asp?mid=22807
2.
Transportation

There are a few ways for getting to the hotel from the airport.

1. A taxi from Changi International Airport to the hotel will take approximately 20 minutes.  The estimated taxi fare is S$15.  Taxi is the recommended mode of transport for airport transfer. 

2. Airport Shuttle Service operates from the Arrival Halls of both terminals between 6 am and midnight daily. It departs every 30 minutes during off-peak hours (6 am to 6 pm) and every 15 minutes during peak hours (6 pm to midnight) or as and when there are a total of 6 passengers on board. Fares are priced at $7.00 per adult and $5.00 per child while infants are free-of-charge, and are to be paid in cash to the airport shuttle drivers. Bookings for trips from the airport can be made at the Airport Shuttle counters located at the Arrival Halls of both terminals.

3. Train service is available in the airport.  The nearest train station within the vicinity of the hotel is “City Hall” MRT Station (about 5 minutes walk from the hotel). The fare should be S$1.40.

4. Public bus service could be found in the basement of the airport terminal 1 or 2 buildings.  Bus services 36 will take you to Raffles Boulevard (bus-stop opposite the hotel).  The fare should be around S$1.60.

3.
Hotel

Marina Mandarin Singapore is a 5-star hotel with all the warmth, Asian charm and convenience that today’s discerning traveller expects. The Hotel’s magnificent 21-storey Atrium - one of Southeast Asia’s largest is designed by American architect, John Portman. An impressive glass ceiling allows natural light to stream into the spacious Atrium lounge, turning a giant mobile created by Richard Lippold into a living art piece. All 575 guestrooms offer a panoramic view of the Marina Bay or the city skyline. The multi-curvilinear building sits in the hustle and bustle of the Marina Bay area, surrounded by mega shopping malls and a multitude of entertainment outlets.

For additional information, please refer to: http://www.marina-mandarin.com.sg
Room reservation procedure:

A batch of 60 guest rooms is reserved for the purpose of this meeting. The final date for room reservations is 12 September 2002, after which the rooms will be released for other purposes by the Hotel.  All reservations will be handled on a first-come-first-serve basis. You will receive a confirmation of your hotel booking.  When you receive the confirmation please check that it shows the correct arrival and departure dates.
Reservation guarantee:

All reservations must be guaranteed by use of major credit cards.  For credit card guarantee, the Hotel requires written information to include the name of the cardholder as it appears on the card, the card number, card expiry and card type.  Guaranteed reservation will be held until noon on the following day of the confirmed arrival date.

Check-in: 1400hrs (official)

Delegates may request to check in as early as 1100hrs without additional cost. 

Check-out: 1200hrs (official)

Delegates may request to check out as late as 1800hrs without additional cost.

No show:

Should there be a no-show for confirmed reservation, a one-night room charge will be levied as no-show charge.

Cancellation:

One night room rate will be levied if reservations are cancelled less than 10 working days prior to arrival.

Voltage:

Singapore adopts the British standards for public power supply system.  The operating AC voltage is 220V with a frequency of 50Hz.  3-pin (flat conductor) adapters are needed for power outlet connections.

4.
Network

A wireless LAN environment will be established for the purpose of this meeting.  Please bring along the relevant network equipment/adapters in order to access to the LAN.  As a precaution to network failures, please bring along floppy disk drive and CD-ROM/RAM drive.

5.
Lunches and breaks:

1 lunch and 2 coffee/tea breaks (with assorted snacks) will be served daily during the course of the meeting.

6.
Singapore:

Singapore is a beautiful, cosmopolitan island-city. Its modern history unfolded in 1819 when Sir Stamford Raffles and his fleet landed on the island.  For the next one and a half centuries, Singapore was a strategic locale for the growing British Empire fleet in the Far East.

At present, the island houses 4 million inhabitants.  Its population comprises 76.9% Chinese, 14% Malays, 7.7% Indians and 1.4% Eurasians and people of other descent.  There are four official languages in Singapore: Malay, Mandarin, Tamil and English. English is the language of business and administration, and is widely spoken and understood.  Most Singaporeans are bilingual, and speak their mother tongue as well as English.  Malay is the national language.  The island’s multi-racial, multi-language demographics create an unique and rich cultural diversity.

Singapore prides itself amongst one of the busiest sea-port in the world.  Its Changi International Airport has consistently won accolades from over the world.  It has also become a financial hub for regions in the Asia-Pacific rim.  Currently, it is one of the world's major oil refining and distribution centres.  Singapore is also a major supplier of electronic components and a leader in shipbuilding and repairing.  Business dealings are facilitated by Singapore's superb communications network, which links the Republic to the rest of the world via satellite and 24-hour telegraph and telephone systems.

Singapore offers a wide range of attractions including theme parks, nature parks, offshore islands, landmarks, places of worship and historic sites.  It is a gourmet paradise with an incredible selection of cuisine – from traditional local fare savoured conveniently at busy hawker centres to international delicacies served at finest restaurants.  A wide variety of dance, music and theatre performance can be found easily in Singapore.  Visitors are often swept away into one of Singapore’s favourite pastimes – shopping!  It is hardly surprising considering the variety and quality of goods available.  Contemporary shopping complexes lining along Orchard Road will captivate visitors for hours with their dazzling international selections.

For additional information, please refer to the following web-sites:

 http://www.visitsingapore.com/index_main.html  - Introduction to Singapore

http://www.streetdirectory.com/ - a great tool to help you move around in Singapore

http://www.sentosa.com.sg/ - a nice offshore island to visit, if you can find the time

7.
Climate and clothes:

Singapore's climate is warm and humid, with only slight variations between the average maximum of 31 degrees Celcius and minimum of 23 degrees Celcius. This makes it ideal for those who enjoy sunbathing, swimming, sailing and other water sports. But for those who do not enjoy the tropical climate, Singapore is sheltered from the worst effects of the sun with air-conditioning in almost all of its shops, hotels, office buildings and restaurants. 

Rain falls throughout the year, with more consistent rain coming during the monsoon season from November to January. Showers are usually sudden and heavy, but also brief and refreshing. 

For today's weather, visit the Meteorological Service Singapore. 
8.
Liability and insurance:

As usual neither the host nor the organiser will assume any responsibility (for anything). Please rely on your normal travel insurance.







