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Introduction

Drafting formal test descriptions using TTCN is fundamentally a software development process rather than a specification process. As such, modern practice dictates the use of a consistent methodology.

The methodology adopted by T1/SIG is:

· Written specification of each test case

· Formal review and approval

· Implementation (TTCN)

· Formal review and approval

The importance of adhering to this methodology is clear. To skip any of these steps will result in lack of control by 3GPP over the formal test suites, reduced quality of the final output and design documentation that diverges from the implementation. The last of these is especially important as there is limited expertise in TTCN, so participants trying to follow the test cases rely on the written specification.

Issue

The purpose of this LS is to bring to the attention of TSG-T that there is an unavoidable delay in bringing the 3GPP TTCN abstract test suites into line with changes in the core specifications. First these changes need to be incorporated into the written specification (34.123-1) and then approved. This takes a minimum of one TSG-T1/TSG-T meeting. Second, the revisions in the test specifications need to be applied to the TTCN, and then approved.

It is an unavoidable consequence that changes in the core specifications cannot therefore be included into the TTCN until two TSG-T plenaries have passed (six months).

TSG-T1 asks that this fact be noted when considering the usage and applicability of the TTCN ATSs.

