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During the last T1 meeting, it was noted that several groups were working in parallel to establish a list of priorities for test cases. Thus, this meeting was organized in order to reach a common understanding of the procedure for prioritizing test cases.

Summary

This document gives the guidelines used in the NVIOT/6 working group for prioritizing test cases. It may be considered as input for the industry-wide ad hoc discussion on test case prioritization convened by T1 on the 24 January 2002.

Introduction

1.
The NVIOT/6 is a vendor forum active in the for handling IOT issues on the Uu (UMTS radio) Interface. It is a subgroup of the NVIOT (Network Vendor Interoperability Test) Forum. The NVIOT/6 group uses the 3GPP test specifications as a base for defining the Uu IOT Master Test Catalogue, which covers an agreed set of IOT test cases to be used as a reference for IOT between UE vendors & Terminal vendors. All test cases are formatted to be applicable to a Infrastructure/Terminal test environment.

A successful UMTS service depends on optimum test coverage for both terminals and infrastructure, and NVIOT/6 considers that tests carried out from its catalogue are complementary to tests carried out with mobile test equipment which are also based on the 3GPP test cases. 

Expected output of the ad hoc prioritization meeting
2.
At the outcome of this meeting, it is expected that an agreement on a procedure for prioritizing test cases will be reached. The role of the different groups involved should also be known. Further meetings where the content of the different packages would be defined should be planned.

Role of T1

3.
All the involved parties (operators, terminal vendors, infrastructure vendors and test equipment vendors) are present within T1. Therefore, T1 should feel free to analyse the priorities and make a recommendation.
NVIOT/6 guidelines for prioritizing Test Cases

4.
It was previously decided, within the NVIOT/6 working group, to use the 3GPP test specifications 34.123-1 and 51.010-1 as a base for defining IOT tests. The test cases defined in these documents are relevant to signaling only. Here are the different guidelines for using and prioritizing these test cases in the NVIOT/6: 

a.
Some of the 3GPP test cases were taken out because they were considered as non-IOT relevant.
b. Since the 3GPP test specifications contain a number of test cases way higher than the one used in a typical IOT session, it was decided to divide all IOT relevant test cases in 2 groups: base (1st priority) and extended (2nd priority).

c. For a certain functionality, only one test case could be kept as “base”.

d. All error or failure test cases are marked as “extended”, except if the test is considered by all companies to be testing something that would typically occur in a live network.
e.
The availability of the features was not considered. 

NVIOT/6’s input to the T1 prioritization
5.
NVIOT/6 is a user of the 3GPP test cases but it is not the only user. The work of NVIOT is complementary to that of other users of the tests, e.g. bodies which wish to use stand-alone test equipment to test mobile stations. These types of test require the full TTCN test description which are not required for IOT. Therefore NVIOT/6 is only interested in the prioritization of the writing of the prose descriptions of the test cases (e.g. 34.123-1 and –2) and has no requirement on the completion of the TTCN (part-3) or the execution of tests using terminal test equipment. Therefore the requirements on NVIOT are few:

Any changes to the prose descriptions resulting from experience of other test case users will be fed back into 3GPP/T1 or GERAN.

Changes to the Test case prose descriptions which can be used for IOT are not blocked because of problems arising from TTCN implementations or low prioritization coming from resource problems in other parts of the test industry

Changes to the Test case prose descriptions should not be made solely due to problems arising from TTCN implementations without consideration of impact on other users of the test specification.

6.
NVIOT/6 is aware that other groups take feature availability into account for the prioritization of test cases. The NVIOT/6 working group states that all functionalities have to be tested, if implemented. During an IOT session, if one of the two vendors doesn’t support a certain functionality, the test is simply not performed. However, this doesn’t block us from implementing further priorities, if this was the industry’s choice.

7.
NVIOT/6 welcomes any comment or suggestion from T1 or other groups on their way of prioritizing test cases.
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