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3.2
Abbreviations

For the purposes of the present document, the abbreviations defined in [1] and [2] and the following apply:

CDR
Charging Data Record

DNS
Domain Name System

EMA
Electronic Message Association

E-Mail
Electronic Mail

ENUM
Electronic Numbering

FQDN
Fully Qualified Domain Name

GW
Gateway

HTTP
Hypertext Transfer Protocol

IANA
Internet Assigned Numbering Authority

IETF
Internet Engineering Task Force

IMAP4
Internet Message Access Protocol

MIME
Multipurpose Internet Mail Extensions

MM
Multimedia Message


MMS
Multimedia Messaging Service

MMSE
Multimedia Messaging Service Environment

MMSNA
Multimedia Messaging Service Network Architecture

MTA
Mail Transfer Agent

PDU
Protocol Data Unit

POP3
Post Office Protocol Version 3

RADIUS
Remote Authentication Dial In User Service

RDF
Resource Description Format

RFC
Request for Comments

SMIL
Synchronised Multimedia Integration Language

SMTP
Simple Mail Transfer Protocol

UA
User Agent

UAProf
User Agent Profile

URI
Uniform Resource Identifiers

VAS
Value Added Service

VPIM
Voice Profile for Internet Mail

W3C
WWW Consortium

WAP
Wireless Application Protocol

WIM
WAP Identity Module
WML
Wireless Markup Language

WSP
WAP Session Protocol

WTLS
Wireless Transport Layer Security

…

4.2
Involved MMS Elements

Figure 2 shows that multimedia messaging may encompass many different network types. The basis of connectivity between these different networks shall be provided by the Internet protocol and its associated set of messaging protocols. This approach enables messaging in 2G and 3G wireless networks to be compatible with messaging systems found on the Internet.
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Figure 2: MMS Architectural Elements

MMSNA

The Multimedia Messaging Service Network Architecture encompasses all the various elements that provide a complete MMS to a user (including interworking between service providers). 

MMSE 
The MMSE is a collection of MMS-specific network elements under the control of a single administration. In the case of roaming the visited network is considered a part of that user's MMSE. However, subscribers to another service provider are considered to be a part of a separate MMSE.

MMS Relay/Server

The MMS Relay/Server is responsible for storage and handling of incoming and outgoing messages and for the transfer of messages between different messaging systems. Depending on the business model, the MMS Relay/Server may be a single logical element or may be separated into MMS Relay and MMS Server elements. These may be distributed across different domains.

The MMS Relay/Server should be able to generate charging data (Charging Data Record - CDR) when receiving MMs from or when delivering MMs to another element of the MMSNA.

MMS User Databases

This element may be comprised of one or more entities that contain user related information such as subscription and configuration (e.g. user profile, HLR).

MMS User Agent

The MMS User Agent resides on a UE, an MS or on an external device connected to a UE/MS. It is an application layer function that provides the users with the ability to view, compose and handle MMs (e.g. submitting, receiving, deleting of MMs).

MMS VAS Applications

The MMS VAS Applications offer Value Added Services to MMS users. There could be several MMS VAS Applications included in or connected to an MMSE. MMS VAS Applications may be able to generate CDRs.

…

5.2
MMS Relay/Server

The MMS Relay/Server is responsible for storage and notification, reports, and general handling of messages. The MMS Relay/Server may also provide convergence functionality between External Servers and MMS User Agents and thus enable the integration of different server types across different networks. An Example can be found in Annex A.

It is possible to separate the MMS Relay/Server element into MMS Relay and MMS Server elements, but an allocation of the MMS Relay/Server functionalities to such elements is not defined in this release.

The MMS Relay/Server is responsible for the following functions:-

· receiving and sending MM;

· enabling/disabling MMS function;

· personalising MMS based on user profile information; 

· MM deletion based on user profile or filtering information;

· media type conversion;

· media format conversion;

· conversion of messages arriving at the recipient MMS Relay/Server from legacy messaging systems to MM format (e.g. facsimile to MM)

· conversion of MMs leaving the originator MMS Relay/Server to legacy messaging systems to the appropriate message format (e.g. MM to internet email)

· message content retrieval;

· MM forwarding;

· screening of MM;

· negotiation of terminal capabilities;

· checking terminal availability;

· MM notification to the MMS User Agent;

· generating delivery reports;

· routing forward MMs and read-reply reports;

· generating charging data records (CDR);

· address translation.

· address hiding

· managing the message properties on servers (e.g. voicemail or email server) integrated in the MMSE (consistency)

· temporary and/or persistent storage of messages

· ensuring that messages are not lost until successfully delivered to another MMSE element

· controlling the reply-charging feature of MMS

…

6.5
MM3: MMS Relay/Server – External Servers

Reference point MM3 is used by the MMS Relay/Server to send Multimedia Messages to and retrieve MMs from servers of external (legacy) messaging systems that are connected to the service provider's MMS Relay/Server. 

This reference point is further elaborated in clause 8.3. In addition, several examples of realisations of reference point MM3 between the MMS Relay/Servers and External Servers can be found in Annex A. 





6.6
MM4: Interworking of different MMSEs

Reference point MM4 between MMS Relay/Servers belonging to different MMSEs is used to transfer messages between them. Interworking between MMS Relay/Servers shall be based on SMTP according to STD 10 (RFC 821) [22] as depicted in figure 5.
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Figure 5: Interworking of different MMSEs

Interworking between different MMS service providers is further elaborated in clause 8.4. 
6.7
MM5: MMS Relay/Server – HLR

Reference point MM5 may be used to provide information to the MMS Relay/Server about the subscriber. If this reference point is provisioned then it shall use existing MAP operations (e.g. procedures for determining the location of the mobile, procedures for alerting SMS service centres). Future releases may elaborate this area further.

In case of using SMS as the bearer for notification this reference point is not necessary.
6.8
MM6: MMS Relay/Server – MMS User Databases

This reference point is outside the scope of this release of the present document.
6.9
MM7: MMS Relay/Server – MMS VAS Applications

Reference point MM7 is used to transfer MMs from MMS Relay/Server to MMS VAS applications and to transfer MMs from MMS VAS applications to MMS Relay/Server. This reference point shall be based on existing protocols e.g. SMTP or HTTP for this release of the specification. Future releases may propose a mandatory protocol and encoding schemes. The service provider may decide to use an encoding format in this reference point, which uses the encoding implementation used in the MM1 reference point.

…

7.2
MMSE Addressing responsibilities

Address parsing:

MMS Relay/Server should parse the recipient address field provided by the originator MMS User Agent upon MM submission. If an error is found in the address format, an error indication should be sent back to the MMS User Agent in the submit response.

Locating the recipient:

For each recipient that appears in an MM, the MMS Relay/Server shall be able to resolve whether the recipient belongs to the same MMSE, another MMSE or is not known to belong to any MMSE. If the recipient belongs to the same MMSE, the MMS Relay/Server shall notify the recipient of the new MM as described in clause 7.1.2. If the recipient appears to belong to another MMSE, the MMS Relay/Server has to locate the external recipient's MMSE domain. If the recipient is not known to belong to any MMSE, the MMS Relay/Server shall perform the necessary conversion and route forward the message to the recipient. 

7.2.1
Address Formats on MM1

The MMS addressing model on MM1 contains three addresses: the address of the MMS Relay/Server, the address of the recipient and the address of the originator. The address of the MMS Relay/Server shall be the URI of the MMS Relay/Server given by the MMS service provider. Thus, the URI needs to be configurable in the MMS User Agent.

The originator's and the recipient's address could be either a user's address or a user's terminal address. For this release the user's terminal addresses (e.g. terminal IP addresses) are not supported. The MMS User Agent's responsibility is to format these addresses before it submits the message to the originator MMS Relay/Server.

The reference point MM1 should support E.164 (MSISDN) and/or RFC822 addressing, and it should support a way to indicate the used address type to enable future extension. The encoding of the addressing is up to the corresponding implementation.

E.g. the originator MMS User Agent may specify each of the address fields in one of the following formats:

1) RFC 822 address (FQDN) ["/TYPE= rfc822"]
2) +E.164 ["/TYPE= PLMN"] as [[CC] + NC] + SN
3) Other "/TYPE= "
The "/TYPE= " field specifies the address type. When E.164 or RFC822 formats are used the type is optional. The "/TYPE= " convention provides flexibility for future enhancements.
7.2.2
Address Formats on MM4

Resolving the recipient's MMSE IP address:

For those recipients that appear in an MM and belong to an external MMSE, the originator MMS Relay/Server has to send the message to the recipient's MMS Relay/Server using the protocol described in clause 6.6 The MMS Relay/Server has to resolve the recipient's MMS Relay/Server domain name to an IP address, e.g. using DNS, based on the recipient's address. The mapping for the recipient's address to the recipient's MMS Relay/Server if the MM recipient belongs to another MMSE is left for standardisation in future releases. It is expected that ENUM mechanism will be used for this resolution. In the mean time, MMS service providers or network operators may use solutions for their particular needs, which may include static tables or other look-up methods.

Re-formatting the sender's and recipient's address to FQDN format

When delivering a message from an MMSE to another MMSE, both the sender and the recipient addresses shall be extended to include the FQDN to enable transport over SMTP. This FQDN format shall be used in the MM4 reference point. It is required that FQDN format address is used in "MAIL FROM: " and "RCPT TO: " commands in SMTP, it is not necessary that the originator's and recipient's addresses in RFC 822 "From: " or "To"–fields are re-formatted to FQDN format.


The encoding of FQDN addressing is defined in Clause 8.4.5.1.





4) 
5) 
6) 

 …
Annex A (informative):
Examples of MMS architectural implementations

A.1
Introduction

This informative annex is intended to provide architectural examples based on the general architecture as outlined in clause 4 to show implementations for different business models. The focus is upon the various MMS Relay - MMS Server and MMS Relay/Server – External Server scenarios, whereas the MMS Relay/Server - MMS User Agent interface is assumed to be as stated in clause 6.3 Each of the following subclauses provides only one possible scenario, however a combination could be feasible. Please note that each functional element should be understood as a logical entity and may be combined due to implementation reasons. 

A.2
Example of combined MMS-Relay/Server

This scenario shows the case where the two logical entities, MMS Relay and MMS Server, are combined into a single physical entity.
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Figure A.1: Example of combined MMS-Relay/Server

A.3
Example of non-combined MMS-Relay and MMS‑Server
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Figure A.2: Example of non-combined MMS-Relay and MMS-Server

For the transfer of messages between an MMS-Relay and an MMS-Server the use of SMTP and POP3[34]/IMAP4[35] or HTTP as illustrated in Figure A.2 is identified as appropriate.

If the protocol is SMTP for up- and download of messages to the server, then it may be identical to the one used between different MMS Relay/Servers as specified in the clause 6.6.

A.4
Example of MMS interaction with T.30 Facsimile Services
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Figure A.3: Example of MMS interaction with Facsimile Services based on ITU-T.37

For the transfer of facsimile data via store-and-forward mechanisms ITU-T.37 [31] procedures have been standardised. These are identified as appropriate in the MMSE for the interworking with T.30 [32] facsimile services. What the relevant MMSE parts are supposed to look like for a T.37 approach is depicted in figure A.3. The MMS Relay/Server interfaces with a T.37 Fax Gateway. For the Gateway's communication with the MMS Relay/Server the appropriate protocol is SMTP. I.e., the protocol to be used on the interface between MMS-Relay/Server and the Fax GW is identical to the one used between different MMS Relay/Servers as specified in clause 6.6.

Towards the PSTN the Fax-GW terminates the T.30 facsimile protocol. Mobile terminated fax data will be converted into TIFF[36] image format and forwarded to the MMS Relay/Server as an attachment in an IETF internet email. In case of mobile originated fax messages the Fax-GW receives a written email provided with the receiver's fax number from the MMS Relay/Server. Depending on the functions of the Fax-GW this email may contain plain text only or additional attachments, too. Although T.37 requires only TIFF format support there are Fax-GWs out on the market that permit many different formats to be included.

A.5
Example of MMS interaction with 2G/3G Voice Mailboxes

MMS interaction with voice mailbox systems should be performed on a non-realtime basis. Figure A.4 illustrates an example architecture for the incorporation of voice mailboxes.
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Figure A.4: First Example of MMS interaction with 2G/3G Voice Mailbox based on VPIM

The Voice Profile for Internet Mail Version 2, VPIMv2, provides format extensions for MIME supporting the transmission of voice messages over standard Internet E-Mail systems. The VPIM concept was developed by the Electronic Messaging Association (EMA). After VPIMv2 had been reviewed by the IETF it became RFC 2421 [33].

The VPIM specification allows voice records to be MIME encapsulated and sent as Internet mail attachments via SMTP or retrieved as Internet mail attachments via POP3 [34] or IMAP4[35]. The MIME type used for voice messages is "audio/*".

For the interaction of MMS with voice mailboxes, the voice mailbox may forward received voice records as VPIM messages via SMTP to the MMS Relay/Server. This implies that voice messages' download is always done via the MMS service. In this case the protocol to be used on the interface between MMS-Relay/Server and the voice mailbox is SMTP and thus identical to the one used between different MMS Relay/Servers as specified in clause 6.6.

Alternatively, the MMS Relay/Server may poll the voice mailbox via POP3 or IMAP4 for new messages received. Messages the user wants to retrieve via the MMS service can then be downloaded via POP3/IMAP4 from the voice mailbox to the MMS Relay/Server from where they are delivered to the MMS User Agent. This enables the user to do both, retrieve voice messages via today's realtime voice mail services or as an MM. In any case it is expected that the voice mailbox is still the owner of the message and as a consequence responsible for the storage.

As an alternative the MMS interworking with a 2G/3G Voice Mailbox System could be envisaged via an HTTP interface as depicted in figure A.5.
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Figure A.5: Second example of MMS interaction with 2G/3G Voice Mailbox based on HTTP

A.6
Example of interaction with Internet E-Mail Messaging
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Figure A.6 Example of interaction with Internet E-Mail messaging

In this architecture the server will be an E-Mail server providing post office services which are accessible e.g. via POP3 [34] or IMAP[35] for Internet E-Mail retrieval in the MMSE or are accessible to the MMS Relay/Server using SMTP. The MMS Relay/Server will send messages that are to be transmitted as Internet E-Mail via SMTP.

In the case of retrieval and sending of MMs from and to the Internet Email service is done via SMTP, the protocol to be used on the interface between MMS Relay/Server and the Mail Transfer Agent, MTA/Email Server is identical to the one used between different MMS-Relays as specified in clause 6.6.

…

B.1.1
 Protocol Framework

In reference to clause 6.2, the protocol framework applied to WAP implementation of MMS on reference point MM1 is provided in figure B.1.
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Figure B.1: Protocol Framework applied to WAP implementation of MMS

…

Annex C (informative): Charging Data Records

This annex describes information of MMs/abstract messages which may be required for inclusion into Charging Data Records (CDR's) for MMS for the purpose of Billing and Traceability.

This list of information elements is not complete but includes:

· MMS-specific message-ID

· Recipient address(es)

· Sender address

· Message size (sent/received)

· Identification if a message has been sent to a pre-defined group

· Time stamp (including timezone): for submission time, earliest delivery time and time of expiry

· Duration of transmission (e.g. for streaming purposes)

· Duration of storage
(in the MMS server)

· Type of message: (e.g. notification, message MM, delivery report, read-reply)

· Bearer type used

· Content information
(e.g. audio, picture, video, text,)

· Message class (e.g. advertisement/informational)

· Delivery Report Request

· Read Reply Request

· Charging Indicator
(e.g. Pre paid charging, Reply charging, Reverse charging, Third party financed)

· MM Status (e.g. delivered, abandoned, time expired, delivery pending). 

· Indication of forwarding

This information shall be time-stamped.

The following information elements at least will be considered for the future.


· A specific class/type for MMS used for the Instant Messaging functionality

· Conversion of type and media

· Security level used

· Priority/QoS

…

Annex E (informative): Use cases for Reply-Charging

The following detailed example use case of reply-charging describes the case when MMS User Agent A and MMS User Agent B belong to the same MMSE. MMS User Agent A is the sender of the reply-charged MM and MMS User Agent B is the recipient of the reply-charged MM.
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Figure E.1: Message flow in case of reply-charging
1. User A produces an MM and marks it "reply-charged" before it is submitted to the MMS Relay/Server. The MMS Relay/Server notes that user A is willing to pay for a reply-MM to this particular MM and notes the message-ID of the original MM and the originator's limitations. 

2. The MM is retrieved by user B in accordance to the user profile of user B. This might imply charges for user B when retrieving the MM. User B retrieves the original MM and discovers that the first reply to this message (that is accepted by the Service Provider) will be paid by user A.

3. User B creates an answer, the MMS User Agent B marks it as a reply-MM and submits it on to the MMS Relay/Server. The MMS Relay/Server identifies this MM as a reply to the original MM and checks the originator's limitations. If the MMS Relay/Server accepts the reply the reference set before (as described in transaction 1) is deleted. User A is billed for transaction 3. 

4. User A retrieves the reply-MM and eventually is billed for transaction 4.

The other use case of reply-charging where MMS User Agent A and MMS User Agent B belong to different MMS Service Providers is for future elaboration.

The use case of reply-charging where the originator MMS User Agent is actually the MMS VAS Application (using MM7 reference point) behaves in the same way as the use case of two MMS User Agents in the same MMSE.
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