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8
MMS Application Protocol Framework and Technical Realisation of MMS Service Features

This subclause defines the application protocol framework and describes the technical realisation of MMS service features in terms of abstract messages. The abstract messages can be categorised into transactions consisting of requests and responses. The labelling of the MMS abstract messages follows these conventions: 

· the transactions between the MMS UA and MMS Relay/Server are prefixed with “MM1”;

· the transactions between the MMS Relay/Servers are prefixed with “MM4”;

· requests are identified with “.REQ” as a suffix;

· responses are identified with the “.RES” suffix.

Each abstract message carries with it certain information elements, which may vary according to the specific message.  All messages shall carry, as information elements, a protocol version and message type, in order that the MMSE components may be able to properly identify and manage the message contents.

Specific information regarding the message encapsulation, including order, possible values, and encoding are beyond the scope of this subclause.  These details will be defined within each MMSE protocol environment.

The mapping of abstract messages to specific protocols is not necessarily a one-to-one relationship. Depending on the MMS Implementation (WAP etc.), one or more abstract messages may be mapped to a single lower layer PDU, and a single abstract message may be mapped to multiple lower layer PDUs, if the information carried in the PDU(s) serve the purpose of required information in the subjected abstract message(s).
In MM1 responses that provide a status information, the status information returned has no correspondence to the Status information returned in MM4 responses; they are independent of each other.

The MM1 response status, which are limited by design to as small a set of values as possible, may correlate to status and errors occurring within the communications protocols underlying the implementation of the MM4 abstract messages.  Similarly, the MM4 status may correlate to those occurring within the communications protocols underlying the implementation of the MM1 abstract messages.  The definition of these correlations is out of scope of this document, and should be provided by the MMS implementations.
The MMS application protocol shall provide means to uniquely identify the version number and message type in each abstract message defined here. The order, possible values and encoding of the information elements for each abstract message are beyond the scope of this subclause, and shall be dictated by the protocol environment.

The following figure shows an example abstract message flow when a multimedia message is sent from an originator MMS User Agent to a recipient MMS User Agent. The scope of this figure is limited to abstract messages on reference points MM1 and MM4 only.

Delivery reports are sent by the recipient MMS Relay/Server. Read-reply reports are sent by the recipient MMS User Agent.
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Figure 6: Example Abstract Message Flow

8.1
Technical realisation of MMS on reference point MM1

On the MM1 reference point an underlying authentication mechanism should be available.

8.1.1
Submission of Multimedia Message

This part of MMS service covers the submission of an MM. For sending purposes a terminal-originated MM shall always be submitted from the originator MMS User Agent to the corresponding MMS Relay/Server. Involved abstract messages are outlined in Table 1 from type and direction points of view.

Table 1: Abstract messages for submission of MM in MMS

	Abstract messages
	Type
	Direction

	MM1_submit.REQ
	Request
	MMS UA -> MMS Relay/Server

	MM1_submit.RES
	Response
	MMS Relay/Server -> MMS UA


8.1.1.1
Normal operation

The originator MMS User Agent shall submit a terminal-originated MM to the originator MMS Relay/Server using the MM1_submit.REQ, which contains MMS control information and the MM content. The MMS Relay/Server shall respond with an MM1_submit.RES, which provides the status of the request. The MM1_submit.RES shall unambiguously refer to the corresponding MM1_submit.REQ.

Support for MM1_submit.REQ is optional for the MMS UA, support for MM1_submit.RES is mandatory for the MMS Relay/Server.

8.1.1.2
Abnormal Operation
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