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1. Introduction

Several mobile network operators informed the German Regulator about legal conflicts concerning the provision of location information of targets. The current version of the IMS document does not contain requirements for a network based provision of location information (e.g. Cell-ID) for services such as Voice over IMS and SMS over IMS. Therefore the operators presented an interim solution for projected implementations which would be a user equipment based provision of Cell-IDs.

In order to avoid the scenario that manipulated location data is delivered to the LEA, in Germany however it is regulated by law that only network based (i.e. proof) location data is allowed to send to the LEA:

Ordinance concerning the Technical and

Organisational Implementation of Measures for

the Interception of Telecommunications

Section 7

Data to be provided

As part of the intercept copy, the obligated

party must also provide the authorised body with

the following data at its disposal, even if no

transmission of telecommunications content takes

place:

in the case of an identification to be intercepted

which is not used on a fixed-location basis,

details of the location of the terminal equipment

with the greatest possible accuracy that the

home network of the terminal equipment usually

offers for this location;

...

On the basis of these obvious legal facts the German Regulator is not able to accept the above-mentioned interim solution of the mobile network operators using user equipment based provision of Cell-IDs.

2. Questions

Is there a similar legal framework in other countries, which makes any further action necessary? 

Should SA3_LI ask SA2 to confirm that a network-provided cell-ID is available to the IP-Multimedia Subsystem when IMS services (Voice, SMS) are used (i.e. liaison statement)?

