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1. Introduction

During the last 3GPP SA3-LI meeting in Budapest, the group has decided to monitor the progress of defining a unique IMS charging ID between SA2, SA5 and CN4 for the potential purpose of reusing this solution for applicability of the LI work (AP02-19). See also ‘for further study’- items in: TS 33.107, clause 7A.3 and TS 33.108 clause 7.1.

2. Summary (out of LS from SA5 to SA2 ‘S2-022262’):

1. The format of ICID is specified to be an OCTET STRING.  The ICID is made up of a 32-bit running count, followed by the IP-address of the node that generates the ICID. Details of encoding and ordering of the octets are still open.

2. SA5 is aware of the discussions related to multiplexing of several IMS sessions on one PDP context. However, it is SA5’s understanding that according to lately approved CRs in SA2, multiple IMS sessions for one PDP context should not be allowed; at least not in Rel-5.
3. Please note that the current specification of ICID supports both IPv4 and IPv6, but SA5 requests guidance whether or not the support of IPv4 in IMS is required. Specifications TS 23.221 (only IPv6 supported) and TS 24.229 (both IPv4 and IPv6 supported) seem to be contradicting on this issue.
Answer from SA2:

SA2 can inform SA5 that IMS is an IPv6 only system and if an IMS IP address is included in ICID it will be an IPv6 address. SA2 considers it to be a stage 3 issue to decide if the ICID shall also allow encoding of IPv4 addresses.

4. In Rel-5 the ICID is sent only to the GGSN but not back to the SGSN. 

3. Potential actions for SA3-LI

· Send LS to SA2, SA5 and CN4 in order to:

1. Support the position of SA5 to have only one IMS session per PDP context also in Rel-6.

2. Require sending the ICID back to the SGSN via GTP - at least for Rel-6.

· Waiting until there is a clear picture for charging, which can be reused for interception.
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