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Discussion
GSMA have been investigating a new VoLTE roaming architecture option, "S8 Home Routed (S8HR)".
S8HR is an architecture for IMS voice roaming whereby the PGW, PCRF, P-CSCF, ATCF and ATGW are located in the HPLMN also when the UE is roaming in a VPLMN. One of the main implications is that S8HR roaming architecture is not using Local Breakout anymore and therefore the IMS APN is resolved to point to a PGW in the HPLMN (rather than in the VPLMN). An IMS NNI between VPLMN and HPLMN may not be needed.
GSMA Product and Services Management Committee (PSMC) has informed 3GPP that they endorsed S8HR architecture as a candidate for VoLTE roaming (S2-150704), subject to the related issues (inclusive of Lawful Interception, Emergency Call, SRVCC, and others) being resolved by 3GPP
Recently, many operators recognized S8HR as a viable VoLTE roaming architecture along with LBO and importance of S8HR as critical commercial aspect to provide an enriched experience to their customers when the IMS services abroad. This is more pertinent given the fact that the VoLTE launches so far are all supporting S8HR while LBO is more challenging to implement.
Proposed Prioritization
For SA2
Their Study Item “FS_V8” has been reached 80 percent of completion with temporally conclusion of all key issues under circumstances. However, those conclusions will not change unless there is critical reasonable doubt deliver until next SA2 meeting in Sophia Antipolice in April. Due to operators demand, SA2 should start Work Item for VoLTE roaming with S8HR architecture as a normative work of Study Item “FS_V8”.
For SA3
SA3 study Item for VoLTE roaming with S8HR is ongoing according to their original time schedule which is June 2016. After result of study item come in to SA plenary, SA3 should start their normative work immediately.
For CT1, CT3, CT4
At this moment, SA2 have not identified necessity of any Stage 3 work yet. However, if stage 3 works are required to CT1, CT3 and CT4, SA2 immediately inform to CT1, CT3 and CT4 to possible to begin stage 3 work immediately.
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