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Dear Mr. Guttman,
 

ETSI TC RT NG2R is working on a System Reference document (SRDoc) for the GSM-R networks evolution for railways (Work Item DTR/ERM-518). This work is done in close cooperation with the UIC (International Union of Railways), which has initiated a project called Future Railways Mobile Communication System (FRMCS).
It is anticipated that FRMCS via ETSI TC RT NG2R may need to incorporate some enhancements to the applicable 3GPP 4G/5G standards to reflect the railway needs. In order to initiate that process, FRMCS / NG2R would like to submit to 3GPP TSG SA the attached User Requirements Specification (URS), which has been created by the FRMCS Project.
This URS document provides an overview of the functionalities currently foreseen for the successor communication system of GSM-R. In addition to this, other system characteristics such as the support of high train speeds (up to 500km/h), ultra-reliable communication including low latency of application data for train safety purposes as well as the remote control of trains (≈10ms end-to-end one way transfer delay), etc. will be defined by FRMCS at a later stage.
ETSI TC RT NG2R would appreciate guidance from 3GPP TSG SA on the best way forward for a close cooperation and how to include the railway’s requirements into 3GPP 4G/5G technical specifications.
The UIC FRMCS Project and ETSI TC-RT NG2R will actively support the necessary activities within 3GPP SA.

Kind regards

Dirk Schattschneider
Chairman ETSI TC RT NG2R
Attachment: UIC FRMCS URS version 1.4.

