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Discussion
1 Introduction
TSG SA #66 is an appropriate time to review the prioritization of features for Release 13.  Release 12 was formally frozen in September and most work items with exceptions will be declared completed at SA#66. If Release 13 is to meet the current work plan, then Stage 2 needs to complete at SA#68.
Many governments around the world have committed to using 3GPP LTE standards as the basis for their next generation public safety voice and broadband data services (e.g. FirstNet in the US, UK Home Office with ESMCP and the Korean government PPDR initiatives). These initiatives have ambitious plans, which in order to be realised would need support within Release 13.
Push To Talk group call services form the backbone of voice communication for many of these public safety organisations. Over the past six months there has been much discussion within both 3GPP and the public safety community with regard to the best way to progress mission critical PTT standards development.  3GPP have committed to providing a forum for the development of the necessary standards. The anticipated formation of the new SA WG 6 will provide a focus for the specification of the required MCPTT application level architecture and protocols. As a result of addressing public safety requirements in Release 12 and the discussions preceding the formation of SA WG 6, an expectation has been created which 3GPP should strive to meet.
2 Proposal
General Dynamics supports the efforts within 3GPP to specify open standards for the provision of voice and data services to public safety agencies around the world, within timescales that meet expectations for a desired evolution to broadband services. Therefore, General Dynamics propose that the following TSG SA work areas be prioritised in Release 13:
1. Mission Critical Push To Talk over LTE (MCPTT): will standardise the backbone voice group call service used by many public safety agencies.
2. Enhancements to Proximity-based Services – Extensions: will complete the standardisation of D2D direct communications and specify standards for D2D relay support.

3. Isolated E-UTRAN Operation for Public Safety: will specify standards to support isolated network operation in the event of fixed infra-structure failure or in situations necessitating coverage extension or in-fill.
4. MBMS Enhancements: will enhance the MBMS standards to improve congestion handling, improve the targeting of broadcast areas as well as covering any necessary changes identified by the MCPTT work.
It is recommended that these areas of work be prioritised in the current TSG SA Stage 2 work plan.  Further, it is recommended that these work areas be similarly afforded priority when potential follow-on work is addressed by TSG CT and TSG RAN, in order that the work performed in SA at Stage 2 is not wasted and the expectations of the public safety agencies may be realised.
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