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Abstract of the contribution:
This contribution aims at discussing priority to be given in 3GPP work to IOPS (Isolated eUTRAN operation for Public Safety)

Many project concerning public safety and critical communications will be launched under the condition that LTE technology meets strong user requirements.
The main functionalities provided by a PMR network are:
· Optimized group communications. The optimization consists in a priority management according to the group of users and/or according the event.
· Ability for an improved confidentiality at application level.
· Proximity services, terminal to terminal communications.
· Fall back modes allowing a base station to work in stand alone mode. A base station may have been disconnected from the network, or an independent base station may have been deployed by users to face a special event (predicted event such G8, G20 or unpredeicted event).
· Air to Ground communications with planes as well as helicopters
The first three needs will be taken into account by the already existing 3GPP work items: PROSE, GCSE and MCPTT.
This paper aims at pointing out the added value of the IOPS (Isolated E-UTRAN operation for Public Safety) study item currently developed in SA2 and SA3 and asking for a priority level in the release 13 that will ensures the standard will be delivered in release 13.
IOPS will be a real good answer to different and important operational needs
· IOPS will allow public safety officer not to be alone on the field in case of technical incident on the network. Any public safety officer will be at least in communication with nearest colleague on the field. In many cases a radio link will allow contact with a control room in the neighborhood. Fall back modes are used quite often and many users will not accept to loose this functionality (French police, French gendarmerie, French fire brigades).
· We expect that PROSE range in LTE will be much smaller that the range we have today in Direct Mode Operation in TETRAPOL. In France, due to software upgragde a loss of range has been immediately seen on the field and had to be corrected more quickly. To manage this, in many case stand alone base stations may provide a solution to the need for extended range.
· When several terminals are involved a stand alone base station will allow to know better who is under the coverage and who is not.
· The ability of being connected to the network though a limited backhaul and maintain full security model operating is also a real advantage.
IOPS is a small functionality but can be used in very different ways in different cases by different users so different functions and requirements within the specification have an equal prority.
Considering that a LTE network will not be accepted without good fall back modes, we kindly ask 3GPP to ensure that IOPS functions will be available in release 13.
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