TSG-SA Terms of Reference

Background

A key aspect of 3GPP Specifications is that they specify a system, consisting of access network and core network, together with user equipment and services applicable across the system. This approach ensures that systems implemented based on 3GPP specifications are capable of rapid and modular development, and that such systems facilitate deployment of competitive service offerings while still enabling global roaming.  In some cases, 3GPP endeavors to develop technologies applicable not only within a 3GPP system but also in non-3GPP systems. This approach facilitates interoperability and convergence of systems and services.

 Terms of reference

The technical specification development work within 3GPP is accomplished by Technical Specification Groups (TSGs) according to the principles and rules contained in the Project reference documentation (Partnership Project Description, Partnership Project Description, Partnership Project Agreement, and Partnership Project Working Procedures).

In particular the TSGs report to the Project coordination Group (PCG), and may organize their work in Working Groups and liaise with other groups as appropriate

Each TSG has the responsibility to develop, approve and maintain the specifications within its terms of reference.

The TSG Service and System Aspects (TSG-SA) is responsible for the overall architecture and service capabilities of systems based on 3GPP specifications and, as such, has a responsibility for cross TSG co-ordination. Any difficulty that may appear in this role shall be reported to the PCG.

Specifically it has a responsibility for:

· Definition, evolution and maintenance of the overall system architecture including the assignment of functions to particular subsystems (UTRAN, GERAN, CN, terminal, SIM/USIM), identification of key information flows and definition of required bearers and services offered by these different subsystems.

· Development of a framework for services, service capabilities, service architecture, charging and consideration of need for «default» services and/or applications

· Definition of a security framework and review of security aspects of overall system

· Management of work items including assignment of tasks to other TSGs and monitoring of progress

More specifically, TSG-SA will address the following areas of work:

· Services Capabilities

Definition of service and feature requirements

Development of service capabilities and a service architecture for cellular, fixed and cordless applications
Ensure an open environment for industry wide development of the IP Multimedia Subsystem (IMS).
· Stage 1 and 2 description of :

Charging and Accounting

Network Management

Security Aspects
· Architecture

Definition, evolution and maintenance of the overall architecture including the assignment of functions to particular subsystems (e.g. UTRAN, GERAN, CN, Terminal, SIM/USIM) and identification of key information flows.

In co-operation with the other TSGs, define required services, service capabilities and bearers capabilities offered by the different subsystems, including Quality of Service requirements for access to both packet and circuit switched networks.

· CODEC aspects

Principles for definition of end-to-end transmission.

Definition, evolution and maintenance of relevant specifications.

· Project Coordination

High level co-ordination of the work performed in other TSGs and monitoring of progress.

Glossary of terms

	CN
	Core Network

	GERAN
	GSM/EDGE Radio Access Network

	IP
	Internet Protocol

	O&M
	Operations and Maintenance

	QoS
	Quality of Service

	RR
	Radio Resource

	UE
	User Equipment

	USIM
	Universal Subscriber Identity Module

	UTRAN
	Universal Terrestrial Radio Access Network

	VHE
	Virtual Home Environment


