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Abstract of document:

This document contains the Technical Report for the Characterization of the 3GPP Audio Codecs, Enhanced aacPlus (Eaac+) and Extended AMR-WB (AMR-WB+), standardized by 3GPP in Release 6 for Packet Switched Streaming Service (PSS), Multimedia Messaging Service (MMS), Multimedia Broadcast and Multicast Service (MBMS), IMS Messaging Service and Presence Service.
The main body of this 3GPP technical report summarizes the results from official tests conducted by 3GPP during the selection, characterisation and verification phases of testing.

Further subjective test results were provided into the standardization process by various parties. Some of these results were part of the verification tasks. Two other contributions from codec proponents assessing the codecs across different bit rates in the low rate segment up to 24 kbps were provided in earlier phases of the process and are also attached to this TR.

In addition, there are further reports from other bodies in Annex A. Annex A1 comprises test results for the two standardized codecs carried out by ITU-T, where the 3GPP audio codecs served as reference codecs. The Annex A also contains references to tests on Eaac+ carried out in MPEG and EBU, which provide information for configurations using the Eaac+ decoder in combination with a non-standardized encoder.   Annex B contains additional information.
In the reporting of subjective test results, it is generally agreed that comparisons of results are valid only for conditions conducted within the same experiment. It is not valid, for example, to directly or statistically compare subjective test results for one codec across two bit-rates when those results have been obtained from different experiments. In general, this principle is observed in the subjective test results presented in the technical report.
Changes since last presentation:

This specification is presented to TSG SA Plenary for the second time (for approval). 

The filenames of Annex B attachments have been modified, and an explanatory note has been added to point out that the documents contained in the attached .zip files

· TR26.936 Annex B1 Official Test Documents.zip
· TR26.936 Annex B2 Additional Documents.zip
· TR26.936 Annex B3 Verification test documents.zip

provide additional useful information. The formatting of these documents does not follow the 3GPP drafting rules and some of them may contain further references to other temporary documents not essential for the purpose of this TR (and that may not be available for download, since they are not under permanent maintenance).
Outstanding Issues: none. 
Contentious Issues: none.
Comment(s): none.
