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1. Overall Description:
SA6 has provided the application layer architecture specifications for verticals, including architecture requirements and functional architecture for supporting the integration of verticals to 3GPP systems. As part of SA6 work, the application enablement layer includes vertical specific application enablers (e.g. V2XAPP, UASAPP, FFAPP) as well as common service platforms and edge enablement frameworks. Such enablement layer sits on top of the 3GPP network and aims to support the exposure of network services as well as to provide value-added capabilities related to discovery, service continuity, application portability etc. 

S1-220085 provided a discussion paper indicating that SA1 has not explicitly defined requirements for application layer interfaces for application enablers. It is therefore open to interpretation whether any requirement in a SA1 specification that indicates an exposure of functionality or information to third parties is supported by the network (through network exposure) or by an application framework (through application exposure.). This problem was noted in SA 94 in SP-211563 “Considerations on application-enablement requirements”. 

In SA1#101, S1-230248 and S1-230252 provided a dicussion and related to CR to clarify the Scope of TS 22.261 and include “application enablement within the scope of 5GS, since the current Scope includes only “UE, NG-RAN and Core”. This document was noted with no clear direction on whether SA1 requirements in TS 22.261 include the SA6 functionality related to application enablement. 

In this context, the following possible gaps were brought to SA6 attention: 
A. TS 21.905 in the “3GPP System” definition doesn’t include the application enablement. In particular the 3GPP system definition is as follows: “3GPP system: A telecommunication system conforming to 3GPP specifications, consisting of one or more 3GPP core networks, one or more 3GPP access networks (providing GSM/EDGE, UTRA, E-UTRA, or NR radio access), and/or non-3GPP access networks (such as WLAN), and User Equipment.”
B. The CR/WID/exception templates do not include the “application enablement” impact, and so far only impacts in Core and ME are used. For WID templates, this is sometimes covered in “Other” tab.

SA6 would like to kindly request SA include the “application enablement” definition (which is used in the SA6 ToR to define the SA6 functionality), in TS 21.905, as well as to include application enablement as part of the 3GPP system. SA6 would like to also ask the SA guidance on whether possible actions are needed related to the CR/WID/exception templates update (gap B).  

2. Actions:
To SA group.
ACTION: 	
SA6 would like to kindly request SA include the application enablement definition, as well as to include application enablement as part of the 3GPP system, in TS 21.905. SA6 would like to also ask the SA guidance on whether possible actions are needed related to the CR/WID/exception templates update (gap B).  


3. Date of Next SA6 Meetings:
SA6#54-e              17th April – 26th April 2023 	e-meeting
SA6#55                 22nd May – 26th May 2023 	Berlin, DE


