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1. Introduction

During SA6#40-e, update to the SA6 Terms of Reference (ToR) was submitted to the WG for endorsement in S6-202129. After e-mail discussions, the revised Tdoc in S6-202264 was submited for FINAL review and endorsed after receiving no further comments. Subsequently, the ToR was submitted to SA#90-e for approval in SP-200927.

During SA#90-e, further comments were received from Motorola Solutions, which appeared to be non-trivial, and therefore SA6 Chair requested that it be sent back to SA6 for further review. 

SA6 leadership has reviewed the comments received, and the SA6 ToR is now further revised and re-submitted to SA6 for consideration.

2. Discussion

Some of the comments received during SA#90-e have been incorporated in track changes, while the following have not been handled and desribed below.

Comment #1: Label change to “Critical Communication Applications & Application Enablement”

Response: The main issue with the proposed change to the label is that it precludes any work on applications other than MC applications, and does not reflect the current ToR which explicitly includes both mission-critical and other applications. It is important to highlight the work on Critical communications applications but having a generic label is very much preferred. ToR updates are not done frequently, so we must try to be as generic as possible.
Comment #2: Removal of “Common Services”

Response: The term “common services” has been included to reflect the work on SEAL. Unless there is an alternate suggestion, it cannot be deleted.

Comment #3: Change “Messaging” to “Messaging Enablement”

Response: The term “messaging” was original included to cover 5GMARCH and its evolution, and keeping it generic to address messaging applications at large. Changing the term to “Messaging Enablement” appears too restrictive. Further, it is understood that 5GMARCH enabler addresses both messaging application and messaging application enablement. 

Finally, as an additional consideration, a new (following) sentence had been added to the Scope under bullet 1). This has been added to ensure that SA6 remains open to inputs from external organizations while continuing to base the work on Stage 1 requirements. To further clarify, the addition of this sentence does not imply that Stage 1 requirements are ignored. However, for the SA6 activities that are based on Stage 1, it has been found that additional inputs from external forums have been extremely important in guiding the SA6 work towards market relevance. 

“Related inputs from external organizations may also be considered when developing Stage 2 specifications.”


3. Proposal

SA6 WG is requested to endorse the below ToR update, after which it submitted again to SA#91-e for approval.

Rev1 – changed the label to “Application Enablement & Critical Communications Applications” and aligned the text in the first sentence of the overview section.

Rev2 
– replaced “vertical industries” with “vertical markets” – this I believe is more generic to capture both mission critical and non-mission critical industry verticals (Kees, Derek). 
- replaced “Mission Critical Applications” with “public safety” in the overview examples (Juergen).
- removed the new sentence in bullet 2) and merge it with bullet 3) by adding “and external organizations”. By doing this bullet 3) becomes generic and our cooperation applies to both within 3GPP and external organizations (Vasil, Juergen)

Rev3
- added “public safety” as an example under bullet 2) of scope (Renaud)
- added “or technical requirements from other 3GPP WGs (e.g. SA2 WG)” under bullet 1) of scope to accommodate technical requirements from other WGs (Niranth).

Rev4 (changes based on discussion during Friday conference call (#7, #8))
- removal of text – to not prescribe or be specific on where the inputs/requirements are originated from, and instead leave the discussions to technical contributions.
- replaced “messaging” with “Messaging enablement” (Dom)
- Moved CAPIF text under scope as an example (Dom)
- Replaced “Common Services” with “Service Enabler Layer” (Dom)
- Added “service-based interfaces” and “APIs” under scope (Vasil)
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Overview
Within the 3GPP Technical Specification Group Service and System Aspects (SA), the 3GPP TSG SA WG6 (SA6) is the application enablement and critical communications applications group for vertical markets. The main objective of SA6 is to provide application layer architecture specifications for 3GPP verticals, including architecture requirements, functional architecture, procedures, information flows, interworking with non-3GPP application layer solutions, and deployment models as appropriate.
 
SA6 is currently responsible for application layer specifications, with emphasis on the following:
    -  Critical communication applications (e.g. public safety, railways)
    - Service frameworks (e.g. Common API Framework, Service Enabler Layer, Edge Application enablement, Messaging enablement)
    -  Enablers for vertical applications (e.g. automotive, drones, smart factories)


Scope of Responsibilities
The 3GPP TSG SA WG6 is responsible for:

1) Definition, evolution and maintenance of Stage 2 technical specifications for application layer functional elements and interfaces supporting critical communication applications and other vertical applications (at the application layer), including:
· Relevant application architectural aspects (including both network and terminal aspects)
· Definition of reference points and/or service-based interfaces for interactions between application functional elements
· Allocation of application functions to particular subsystems and elements
· Generation of information flows between reference points within scope
· Identification of application layer protocols and/or APIs
· Necessary support for enabling interworking with non-3GPP applications
· Identifying and providing application layer functional requirements to other 3GPP WGs, according to their expertise, where additional functionality needs to be specified that impacts existing architecture, reference points, interfaces, protocols or transport bearer capabilities provided by the 3GPP-based system (e.g. IMS, EPS/5GS, ProSe, eMBMS/MBS, SCEF/NEF).


2) The application layer aspects in 1), with emphasis on the following:
· Applications related to critical communications (e.g. mission critical applications) and related verticals (e.g. public safety, railways)
· Other applications and application enablement to support industry verticals (e.g. automotive, drones, smart factories)
· Northbound and device Application Programming Interfaces (APIs) for the above applications
· Service frameworks (e.g. Common API Framework, Service Enabler Layer, Edge application enablement, Messaging enablement)

3) Work with relevant working groups within 3GPP and external organizations (e.g. from other SDOs) to make use of the expertise available, in order to support the development of specifications under the responsibility of SA6.


Annex (informative):
None


Example of info that would be found on 3GPP WG homepage (only for illustration)
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Within the 3GPP Technical Specification Group Service and System Aspects (SA), the 3GPP TSG SA WG6 (SA6) is the application enablement and critical communications applications group for vertical markets. The main objective of SA6 is to provide application layer architecture specifications for 3GPP verticals, including architecture requirements, functional architecture, procedures, information flows, interworking with non-3GPP application layer solutions, and deployment models as appropriate.
 
SA6 is currently responsible for application layer specifications, with emphasis on the following:
    -  Critical communication applications (e.g. public safety, railways)
    - Service frameworks (e.g. Common API Framework, Service Enabler Layer, Edge Application enablement, Messaging enablement)
    -  Enablers for vertical applications (e.g. automotive, drones, smart factories)

Terms of Reference

The latest terms of reference were approved at SA#91 in document SP-21xxxx. 

