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Abstract: This input provides discussion material, and a proposal for SA6 meeting calendar for year 2021.
1. Introduction

During SA6#33, a discussion paper and a proposal (S6-191711) was presented towards the planning for future meetings (2020-2021). In particular, the following 3 proposals were presented:

Year 2021

Proposal #1 (6 ordinary meetings + 2 adhocs)

Proposal #2 (6 ordinary meetings + 1 adhoc)

Year 2020

Proposal #3 (6 confirmed ordinary meetings + 1 new adhoc)

While there was no endorsement of meeting dates during SA6#33 for Year 2021 subject to the feedback received, the additional adhoc meeting in Year 2020 (i.e. Proposal #3) was endorsed.

For Year 2021, among the 2 proposals (i.e. Proposal #1 and Proposal #2), in principle there was a agreement to move forward with Proposal #2 i.e. 6 ordinary meetings + 1 adhoc, but no agreement as such on the meeting dates.
Therefore, this paper now only focuses on the Year 2021 meeting dates based on 6+1 meetings. See attached spreadsheet for reference which contains the dates for plenaries and major holidays.
2. Proposal
Here are basic guidelines that have been adopted in preparing the proposed 2021 meeting calendar:

1) Blacked out 2 weeks before and after the plenary. This is really essential for us to be prepared for the plenaries, and providing sufficient time to implement the approved CRs following the plenary. The only exception is SA6#45 where we have only one week before the plenary (this could not be avoided without provdiing sufficient break in the summer time!).

2) Conforming to the agreed principle which was endorsed in SP-180235 (SA#79), it is suggested that we do not exceed 6 ordinary meetings per year. 
3) Introduced 1 adhoc meeting as a placeholder in October 2021 (falls closer to the potential Rel-18 Stage 2 freeze e.g. Dec 2021), which can benefit SA6 to conclude their work in Rel-18 timeframe.
4) This proposal results in a 2-1-2-1 format i.e. similar to 2020.

Year 2021 proposal: 6 ordinary meetings + 1 adhoc
	Meeting
	Date
	Weeks from the previous SA6 meeting

	SA6#41
	18 - 22 January 2021
	8 weeks

	SA6#42
	01 – 05 March 2021
	5 weeks

	SA6#43
	03 – 07 May 2021
	8 weeks

	SA6#44
	12 – 16 July 2021
	9 weeks

	SA6#45*
	30 Aug – 03 Sep 2021
	6 weeks

	SA6 adhoc
	11 – 15 October 2021
	5 weeks

	SA6#46
	15 – 19 November 2021
	4 weeks


      * Only one week before plenary meeting
3. Feedback and action
As for the feedback that was received during SA6#33, the main suggestion was to work with the CT1 leadership to explore the possibility of co-location with CT WG meetings, and if not, at least avoid the overlap of meeting dates of CT WGs. 

CT1 leadership has been approached with the above dates, and as expected, CT leadership are yet to initaite 2021 meeting calendar discussions. Typically, Stage 3 groups begin such discussions only after the Stage 3 freeze of the current release, and therefore, it may not be in the best interest of SA6 to wait until the dates of Stage 3 groups are finalized. 
However (on the positive side), with the agreed SA6 dates, it will be more likely and possible to work with the CT groups to align their dates with SA6 dates. 
4. Conclusion
Since agreement of the SA6 dates for 2021 is far more important to the group at this stage in order to secure the hosts in a timely manner, it is proposed to endorse the meeting calendar listed in section 2) of the present document, while SA6 leadership continues to work closely with CT leadership to either co-locate or avoid the same meeting dates if not co-located.
