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Abstract: This paper discusses the concept of binding functional aliases to MC service groups, and the related aspects for group call interconnect and interworking 
Summary of functional alias binding principle:

· MC service users can bind a functional alias to a MC service group
· Within one MC service group typically different MC service users have bound different functional aliases to that MC service group.
· The functional alias to group binding association is stored within the group controlling MC server.
· The binding information can be used during group call setup (termination and origination)
Besides binding for the origination side another way to provide the functional alias to the group controlling MC server is defined based on the information flows for group call request (client to server), which include the calling party functional alias as information element. As both of these methods are independent there is a  possibility to bind a certain  functional alias to a certain group while send a different functional alias along in the group call request for that group.
There are multiple ways to handle this situation
· remove the functional alias from the group call request (client to server) information flows (if we thinko the one method of binding is sufficient)

· clarify the handling of the case of different functional aliases bound and sent in a group call request
· leave the handling of the case of different functional aliases bound and sent in a group call request intentionally open (up to implementation)
=> In any case, the calling party functional alias to be used for the group call is determined at the point the group call request has passed the group controlling MC server.
Another requirement for railway is to pass the calling party functional alias to the terminating party to allow presentation of it. As the binding of the originating MC service user is known to the group controlling MC server (and to the origination MC service user). As the terminating MC service users has no access to the binding information of calling party functional alias of the originating user the only way to make it available is to passed in the group call request for the from the group controlling MC to the terminating MC service clients .
For termination of group calls the group controlling MC server will use the functional alias bound by the terminating party to the MC service group (if such a binding exists).
Implications on interconnect

If the above principles are applied for interconnect we have the following implications:
· The group controlling MC server can be in the primary or in the partner system
· In any case, the group controlling MC server determines the value of the calling party functional alias

· Group call requests going out of the group controlling MC server have to contain the calling party functional alias as information element.

=> The group call request message (server to server) has to contain an optional information element for calling party functional alias to meet the requirement for presentation of calling party functional alias.

Implications on interworking

To be consistent with interconnect, the IWF group call request information flows have to contain as well an optional information element for calling party functional alias.

Proposed changes in CRs:

· TS 23.379: Decide on the handling of calling party functional alias (client to server), in particular decide if the information element for it as it is currently defined should remain unchanged. Depending on that decision, (if it remains) clarify handling of the case in which a different functional alias is bound to a certain group than what is send in a group call request. Currently the IE is left in the group call request, and the decision how to handle the case of different functional aliases is up to implementation.
· TS 23.379: Add calling party functional information element to all group call request messages (server to server) where not already present.
· TS 23.283: Add calling party functional alias information element to IWF group call request information flows and putting statement of FA passing through IWF below d) / ii.
