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1. Introduction
This pCR proposes to introduce a new solution to TR 23.780 key issue #8.
2. Reason for Change
Solution 8-1 captured in TR 23.780 is an application-signalling-centric approach where the GCS-AS obtains the UE’s MBMS support capability from group member UEs over GC1 interface. Along with the UE’s location information, the GCS-AS careates a mapping between the UE’s MBMS support capability and its location (cell).  Based on this information, the GCS-AS derives a preferred MBMS mechanism and indicate it to the MCE, which takes this information into account upon determining the MBMS mechanism.
Another possible approach is a RAN-signalling-centric approach where the RAN entities (i.e. MCE, eNB, and UE) exchange necessary information to discover the UE’s MBMS capability along with its location information.  Then the MCE determines the MBMS mechanism for the eNB by taking the obtained information into account.  The MCE further forwards the obtained UE information to the GCS-AS so that the latter can determine the delivery mechanism (i.e. MBMS or unicast) to each of the member UE in group communication.
3. Conclusions

It is proposed to capture the proposed content as a new solution to key issue #8.
4. Proposal

It is proposed to agree the following changes to 3GPP TR 23.780, version 1.1.0.
* * * First Change * * * *

6.X
Solution 8-X: MCE derives the MBMS mechanism with the interaction with the eNB and the UE

6.X.1
Description

In this solution, the MCE obtains the member UEs’ supported MBMS mechanism(s) via the eNB. This can be done by the member UEs providing this information to the eNB.  The UE provides its supported MBMS mechanism(s) by introducing a new IE in the existing RRC MBMSInterestIndication message.
After obtaining this information from the member UEs, the eNB forward it to the MCE along with the location information (e.g. cell ID). Then the MCE stores this mapping information, from which the MCE determines the MBMS mechanism for the eNB. Optionally, the MCE may take the preference information from the GCS AS as described in the option 8-1 into account upon determining the MBMS mechanism.

The MCE notifies the selected MBMS mechanism and the UE list-cell mapping information to the GCS AS so that the latter can use this information to determine the delivery method (i.e. MBMS or unicast) for individual UE in the group communication.
In addition, the UE reports its device identity (see NOTE 2) to both the MCPTT AS and the MCE separately.  This provides the key for the MCPTT AS to correlate it with the application level identity (i.e. MCPTT ID).
6.X.2
Procedure

The procedure below defines the information flow for the mechanism described in the previoius subclause.
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Figure 6.6.X-1: MBMS mechanism selection in MCE
1a.
If the user initiates an action to affiliate himself/herself to a group, this action triggers the group affiliation procedure with the MCPTT AS. The group affiliation request message (1a-1) includes the UE’s device identity (see NOTE 2) along with the MCPTT ID. The MCPTT AS stores the pair of MCPTT ID and the device ID.

1b.
If the MCPTT AS does not have the device ID associated with the MCPTT ID and there is no explicit affiliation procedure from the MCPTT user, then it initiates UE query procedure with the affiliated member UE. The UE query response message (1b-2) contains the device identity (see NOTE 2) along with the MCPTT ID. The MCPTT AS stores the pair of MCPTT ID and the device ID.

2.
The MCPTT AS triggers the location report procedure with the UE, and the UE reports its location to the MCPTT AS.

3.
The affiliation procedure and location report procedure take place for other member UEs.

4.
The MCPTT AS stores the MCPTT ID, device identity (see NOTE 2), and its location information of the member UEs.

5.
The MCE determines the MBMS mechanism the eNB supports.
6.
The GCS AS initiates the MBMS session start procedure. If this message contains the preference information (as described in solution 8-1), then the MCE takes this information into account upon determining the MBMS mechanism at a later step.

7.
MCPTT AS sends MBMS bearer announcement message to the member UEs, indicating the TMGI of the MBMS bearer.
8.
The member UEs send the RRC MBMSInterestIndication message to the eNB, including the information of UE’s device identity (see NOTE 2) and which MBMS mechanism(s) it supports.

9.
The eNB collects the response from all member UEs and sends the mapping information of list of UEs, their device identity, their MBMS capability, and the location information (e.g. cell ID), to the MCE.
10.
The MCE stores the mapping information received from the eNB.
11.
The MCE determines the MBMS mechanism for the eNB based on the received information in the previous step.
12.
The MCE triggers the MBMS session start to the eNB based on the selected MBMS mechanism.
13.
The MBMS session start response is forwarded towards MBMS GW.

14-16.
The MCE sends the MBMS session notification message toward the BM-SC, including the selected MBMS mechanism, and mapping information of UE’s device identity, its MBMS capability, and its location.

17.
The BM-SC sends the MBMS bearer notification message to the GCS AS forwarding the mapping information obtained in step 14-16.
18.
The GCS AS correlates the MCPTT ID, its capability, and its location based on information obtained in steps 1 and 17. The device identity (see NOTE 2) is used as the key for this correlation.
NOTE 1:
In the above figure, the MCPTT AS and the GCS AS are shown as a single entity as the former includes the latter functionality. Both of these terminologies are used in the above description texts depending on the context.
NOTE 2:
The “device identity” described in the above procedure refers to the UE’s NAS level identity, such as S-TMSI, IMSI, IMEI, etc. It should be noted that the latter two are parmenent identities associated with the subscription and the terminal itself. On the other hand, the former is a temporary identity assigned by the MME during the NAS procedure. This value may change when it’s re-assigned by the MME. If S-TMSI is used for the purpose of this procedure, then additional procedure needs to be considered by taking the MME’s re-assignment of this value into account. It is not captured in this diagram for simplicity sake as it’s outside the essence of the functionality presented in this solution. Permanent identities may be preferable from this procedure’s perspective due to its simplicity. However, there may be a concern to expose UE’s permanent identities at the AS level interaction between RAN entities. Note that the purpose of using the “device identity” is to provide “a” unique identity for the UE. Therefore, strictly speaking, which identity to use for this procedure is not significant from the MCPTT AS / GCS AS’s perspective.
NOTE 3:
MBMS session notification message and MBMS bearer notification message in step 14 through 17 is shown as a generic message to convey the information toward the GCS AS. It is possible to convey this information in the existing MBMS session start response message. In case a new message is defined for this purpose, the actual message name is expected to be defined by the relevant WGs.

6.X.3
Impacts on existing nodes and functionality

The UE and eNB need to support the new IE to indicate the UE’s device identity and the supported MBMS mechanism(s) in MBMSInterestIndication message.
The eNB and the MCE need to support a new procedure to obtain the UE capability of the group member UEs. The message in this procedure contains the IEs to indicate the mapping information of the UE’s device identity, its supported MBMS mechanism, and its location information (e.g. cell ID).

The MCE needs to determine the MBMS mechanism by taking the obtained information into consideration.

The MCE, MME, MBMS GW, BM-SC, and GCS AS need to support the new IEs to indicate the selected MBMS mechanism, the mapping of the UE’s device identity, its supported MBMS mechanism, and its location (e.g. cell ID).

The MCPTT AS and the UE need to support the additional IE to convey the UE’s device identity in the group affiliation procedure.

The MCPTT AS needs to correlate the MCPTT ID with its MBMS capability information, and its location using the device identity as the key.
6.X.4
Solution evaluation

This solution allows the MCE to determine the MBMS mechanism based on the interaction within the RAN entities. It also provides the mechanism for the GCS AS to obtain the necessary information to determine the delivery method (MBMS or unicast) for a UE in group communication.
* * * End of Change * * * *
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