SA WG6 Meeting #12
S6-160705
25-29 July 2016, Tenerife, Spain





         (was S6-16----)
________________________________________________________________________________________

Title:

LS OUT to SA2 on allowing MBR > GBR for MBMS bearers
Agenda Item:

7.1
To:

SA2
Cc:


Contact person:

Val Oprescu (voprescu@motorolasolutions.com)
Send any reply LS to:
3GPP Liaisons Coordinator, mailto:3GPPLiaison@etsi.org
Attachments:

None.

1
Discussion
Starting with Rel-14, SA6 intends to standardize support for mission critical video and data applications in addition to MCPTT, which may need to use MBMS bearers with highly variable bit rate. As examples, use cases could include a bearer carrying highly dynamic video, or a bearer normally carrying just audio, but occasionally having to also accommodate video information (or vice versa). SA6’s understanding is that unicast bearers with MBR > GBR are already supported, but MBMS bearers with MBR > GBR are currently not, and that 23.246 (section 6.3.2) allows the BMSC to perform rate policing through packet dropping in order to enforce MBR= GBR. 

SA6 is aware that it is in principle possible for the initial request of MBMS service to always request a GBR that equals the maximum possible MBR, no matter how seldom it occurs, but that could result in un-necessary over-commitment of resources and potential waste of system capacity. Conversely, just asking for GBR and ignoring the MBR can result in data loss due to packet dropping.
Therefore, SA6 would like to ask SA2 to extend the ability to have traffic with MBR > GBR from only via unicast bearers, to also include MBMS bearers.  
2
Actions
To 3GPP SA WG2:
ACTION: SA6 kindly asks SA2 to take the above into account and to advise SA6 on further steps.
3
Dates of next TSG SA WG6 meetings
SA WG6#13  
Oct 10 - Oct 14 
Sophia Antipolis, France 
SA WG6#14  
Nov 14 - Nov 18 
Reno, Nevada, US 

