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Abstract: This contribution highlights an issue with current scheduling for SA6#13 and proposes a way forward.
Hereafter is the SA and SA6 meetings scheduling from September to December 2016.

	
	Meeting
	Date
	Location

	
	SA#73
	21 - 23 Sep 2016
	New Orleans, US

	
	SA6#13
	3 - 7 October 2016
	Sophia Antipolis, France

	
	SA6#14
	14 - 18 November 2016
	US

	
	SA#74
	7 - 9 Dec 2016
	Vienna, Austria


As can be seen, there is only one week gap between the end of plenary SA#73 and the start of SA6#13. 
This is found not practical at all in terms of meeting preparation and meeting outcomes, especially for approved TSs. Currently, SA6 only have TS 23.179 as approved TS, but depending on the progress on Rel-14 documentation discussion and new Rel-14 features development, SA6 could have to handle more approved TSs by September 2016. 
Anyhow, the problem already exists for TS 23.179: the new version for the TS will only be available at the end of SA#73 at the earliest. If we keep the regular deadline for Tdoc submission, this would mean just one working day to prepare contributions on the TS. Also, one need to consider that it will not be possible to reserve Tdoc numbers for approved TSs under 3GU until the new version of the approved TSs exists under 3GU, i.e. until the status for SA#73 is ratified by SA Secretary, which would happen sometimes the week after plenary SA#73, but without any formal and clear deadline. So, reserving Tdocs under 3GU for CRs on approved TSs, and providing the related contributions, will be very challenging with current SA6#13 scheduling and SA6 usual Tdocs submission deadlines.

It is worth noting that we may be working on Rel-14 exceptions in Q4 2016, so it is important to ensure that we prepare Q4 2016 meetings efficiently, both for SA6#13 in October and SA6#14 in November.
The following options are envisioned:

· Option 1: No change in SA6#13 meeting dates but reduced meeting agenda, i.e. only work on draft TSs. This would mean that the meeting would only be dedicated to Rel-14, but it is assumed that this would not endanger Rel-13. This option is not very practical to allow overall progress for Rel-14, and at this stage we do not know yet how many approved TSs SA6 will have in September 2016, nor what the contents of TS 23.179 will be for Rel-14. Definitely, with this option, sending new TSs for approval to September SA plenary should be avoided.
· Option 2: No change in SA6#13 meeting dates, but modified deadlines: we could allow for a deadline on Thursday lunch time for Tdocs on approved TSs. Regular deadline of Monday midnight would be kept for other contributions which are not CRs to approved TSs. This option would allow 3,5 working days to prepare contributions on approved TSs, but would have the drawback that not much time would be available for review of submitted contributions.
· Option 3: Move the SA6#13 meeting two weeks later, from 17 to 21 October: this option would allow a more proper meeting preparation, but will impact SA6#14 meeting preparation due to only three weeks between SA6#13 and SA6#14. Also, ETSI already indicated that they are not able to host the meeting this week, so this option is risky in terms of meeting location.
· Option 4: Move the SA6#13 meeting one week later, from 10 to 14 October: this would allow a bit more time for preparation. SA6#14 meeting preparation would be less impacted than for option 3 since there will be 4 weeks between SA6#13 and SA6#14. ETSI already indicated that they could host the meeting this week, but with a room with maximum 70 seats. It should be noted that, even though SA6#13 has been in the calendar for some time now, no invitation has been distributed yet, so it is assumed that moving the meeting should not impact delegates plans.
It is proposed to adopt option 4.
