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1. Overall Description:

During the specification work for ABC, SA5 has observed a discrepancy in the specification of the Credit Management Session Failure event in TS 23.203 and TS 29.212. In TS 23.203, the Credit Management Session Failure is generally applied to any credit management session failure which would include the scenario when the TDF receives an explicit failure result from the OCS as well as TDF detected failure of a credit management session (e.g., OCS failure or network connectivity problem). In TS 29.212, however, the Credit Management Session Failure is specified only for the OCS detected failure resulting in an error result code and does not include support for the TDF detected failure of the credit management session.
Question to CT3:
Is the Credit Management Session Failure event also meant to accommodate the TDF detected failure of a credit management session?
RFC 4006, upon which the Diameter Ro charging protocol in TS 32.299 is based, defines the client detected failure of the Diameter credit control server based on information optionally provided by the Diameter server. For Credit Management Session Failure detected by a Diameter client, the OCS can provide explicit instructions to the client for the failure handling with actions of Terminate, Retry&Terminate, and Continue.
For application of this capability to the TDF, it is proposed that the retry action part of the Retry&Terminate and Continue actions be handled directly by the TDF. However, to be compatible with the Credit Management Session Failure event defined for the TDF, it is proposed that the Terminate (both Terminate and Retry&Terminate) and Continue actions require interaction with the PCRF as specified in TS 23.203. 
Question to SA2:

Should  the instruction (i.e., Terminate or Continue) from the OCS to the TDF for credit control failure handling be also conveyed to the PCRF in order to aid in the policy decision to be taken by the PCRF?

2. Actions:

To SA2 and CT3 groups.

ACTION: 
SA5 asks SA2 and CT3 to respond to the questions above and, if appropriate, define procedures for credit management session failure detected by the TDF. 
3. Date of Next SA5 Meetings:

SA5#94
24-28 March 2014
Palm Beach, Aruba
SA5#95
12-16 May 2014
Sapporo, Japan
