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1
Decision/action requested

The group is asked to discuss and approve the proposed clarification on impact of user consent on data collection.
2
References

[1]

TR 32.836 v1.2.0

Study on NM Centralized Coverage and Capacity Optimization (CCO) SON Function
3
Rationale

It is important that sufficient amount of UE and network measurements is collected for the efficient operation of the CCO SON function.This contribution is to clarify for data collection while there is no suitable user consent.
4
Detailed proposal
It is proposed to make the following changes to TR 32.836 v1.2.0 [1]
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6
User privacy and anonymization

6.1
General

The following specific aspects of user privacy handling need to be considered when the data is collected for the NM centralized CCO function purposes.

-
User identification: 
There is no need to identify specific users in the UE and network measurements collected for CCO SON function purposes at any time. The CCO SON function is concerned with the optimization of network and user performance but not for specifically selected customers. Therefore, it is important that the collected data can reveal per user performance, as well as, network level performance but it is not needed to identify specific subscribers (e.g., based on IMSI or IMEI).

-
User consent: 
For the efficient operation of the CCO SON function it is important that sufficient amount of UE and network measurements is collected. Therefore, it should be possible to collect UE and network performance measurements for CCO SON function purposes without limitation of user consent, provided that proper anonymization is employed, i.e. the function is to be designed so that at no point in time it is possible to pinpoint a specific user. Specifically, for users which have no proper user consent for MDT, these UEs could still be selected for NM CCO purpose with the condition that only the measurement quantities without location information from these UEs would be reported and collected for NM centralized CCO function. This is helpful for selecting sufficient amount UE measurements while keeping user privacy.
-
Data handling: 
When the data is collected for an automated SON function, like CCO, the data is used for the regular operation of the network.
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