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7.2.1.1.1
Issues with correlation of Immediate MDT and RLF Reports

RLF (Radio Link Failure) reports contain information related to the latest connection failure experienced by the UE.  The connection failure can be Radio Link Failure (RLF) or Handover Failure (HOF). The content of the RLF reports, the procedures for report creation and retrieving by the eNB are described in [2] and [3]. The important detail about RLF is that the UE was in RRC Connected state prior to the failure and the MDT measurements preceding the failure are connected mode measurements (Immediate MDT). In this section we analyze the correlation of Immediate MDT data and RLF report.
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Figure 7.2.1.1.1-1: RLF during an active Immediate MDT session (re-establishment to a different eNB)

The figure 7.2.1.1.1-1 illustrates a scenario where a connected mode UE participates in an Immediate MDT session with eNB1 and experiences a Radio Link Failure. The UE creates a RLF report and attempts to re-establish the connection to a different eNB2. The UE indicates to eNB2 that it has a RLF report available. The eNB2 retrieves the RLF report from the UE and after examining it forwards the RLF report in X2 RLF_Indication procedure to the eNB1 where the Radio Link Failure has occurred. The eNB1 may have the RLF collection Trace Job active, therefore it packs the RLF report received from the UE in a Trace File and forwards it to the TCE.

As section 7.2.1 claims, the RLF report and MDT data may be correlated at the eNB. However, a couple of potential problems exist. The LTE Connection failure Use Case (documented in section 4.2.6) requires correlating the RLF report not with just any MDT data, but with MDT measurements from a very specific interval immediately preceding the Radio Link Failure. In an active Immediate MDT session, the eNB would periodically (specific details are not standardized and are implementation specific) pack the collected measurements received from the UE into Trace Data Files and send them to the TCE. Also, after experiencing the Radio Link Failure, UE may not be able to re-establish the connection immediately (it may take some time e.g. to get out of the coverage hole, etc...) and it is not guaranteed that the RLF report will be retrieved immediately after the first successful connection reestablishment. 
There are following potential issues which can’t make the correlation at the eNB based on existing mechanism:

Issue A: There is a possibility that eNB1 may pack and send Immediate MDT data to the TCE before it receives the RLF report and the Immediate MDT data is not available any more in the eNB1. In this case the correlation of Immediate MDT data with RLF report at the eNB will not be possible (no MDT data for the time interval preceding the RLF). 
Issue B: Another potential problem is that the RLF report may arrive to the eNB1 even later and the UE context (and corresponding MDT session) for this UE may not exist anymore which also makes the correlation at the eNB impossible.
Issue C: When there is no X2 interface between eNB1 and eNB2, in this case the RLF report will not be forwarded to the source eNB1, so it is not possible to do the correlation of RLF report and Immediate MDT at eNB1.
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Figure 7.2.1.1.1-2: RLF during an active Immediate MDT session (re-establishment to the same eNB)

The figure 7.2.1.1.1-2 illustrates a similar scenario to the one illustrated by figure 7.2.1.1.1-1 with one exception – the UE successfully re-establishes connection to the same eNB. eNB re-activates the Immediate MDT session and retrieves the RLF report. As it was previously mentioned, the UE may not be able to re-establish the connection immediately (it may take some time e.g. to get out of the coverage hole, etc...) and it is possible that eNB has already packed the MDT data for the interval immediately preceding the Radio Link Failure and already sent it to the TCE. 
Issue D: eNB may "correlate" the retrieved RLF report with the new set of MDT data (both pieces of data came from the same UE), but the correlation will not add any clarity to the RLF investigation (correlation to the wrong MDT data).
Potential solutions to solve the issues:
Issue A: As the MDT data is not available any more in eNB, in this scenario it’s not possible to do correlation at the eNB. The correlation can only be done in the TCE.
Issue B: In this scenario, the MDT session has expired. If the MDT data have not been sent to TCE, it’s still possible to correlate the RLF and MDT data in eNB. The combination of C-RNTI and TRSR which is used for the expired MDT session can be used for correlating the RLF report and MDT data. In this case, the correlation can also be done in the TCE.
Issue C: In this scenario, there is no X2 interface between eNB1 and eNB2, in this case the RLF report will not be forwarded to the source eNB1, so it is not possible to do the correlation of RLF report and MDT at eNB. The correlation of Rel-10 RLF report and MDT can only be done in the TCE (note: we need to add to TS 32.422 that if there is no X2 link to source eNB, the Rel-10 and above RLF reports should be forwarded to the TCE regardless).
Issue D: In this scenario, it’s not possible to do correlation at the eNB. The correlation can only be done in the TCE. With using the C-RNTI can avoid the problem of correlation to the wrong MDT data mentioned above.
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