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Decision/action requested

SA5 needs to clarify with MCC the use of UML diagrams and non-editable figures in the specs and reference to documents that are not publicly available.
Notes taken during the session:

MCC: Rapporteurs come and go, UML diagramas cannot be assured to be maintained forever by those Rapporteurs and companies. MCC needs a tool to edit those diagrams. There is propietary software that we use (especified in 21.803) and something else that could be added in order to maintain these figures.

MCC has licenses for UML tools and ETSI have used these tools before in other groups. UML diagrams should not be an excepcion for the rules in 21.801.

Ericsson commented that no tool has been mandated for generating pictures. Rational Rose, Visio and Word have not been mandated before. UML diagrams can be done by any tool. 

MCC clarified that the tools have been mandated in 3GPP in 21.801. There is no objection to making the list of tools larger, and MCC does not care much about the tool as long as the figures can be modified in the future.

Ericsson commented that in SA5 has never rejected a contribution because the figure has been done in one tool or another. 

Milan Zoric (CTi) commented that there are open source tools with the capacity of supporting a format that can be exchanged between different UML tools. CTi could offer to have a look at these open source tools and use those tools when they become mature enough. 

The Charging Chair (Gerald from NSN) commented that previous Releases contain figures in bitmap format that cannot be modified which are really hard to edit. Editorial work on any figure can even be cumbersome due to the messy nature of these figures. 

Thomas (Ericsson) commented that the usual procedure is to redraw the whole diagram again. 

Robert (Ericsson) asked what to do until the proper open source tool is found. It would be good to have such tool, but meanwhile shall SA5 use Word or Visio or any tool that the company has? This was discussed 5 years ago and the fact that companies use different tools complicate the matter.

John Meredith (MCC) suggested to carry on the way SA5 is working. It is possible to loan licenses to Rapporteurs and delegates for a short time as well.

Milan mentioned that the tool is called Papyrus, part of Eclipse. It does what it needs to do in terms of UML. We need to research whether it is possible to import a model from Rational Rose and export it in a common format. 

Christian (SA5 Chairman) wanted to get feedback on the option of converting everything to Word figures so everybody can update it. 

John M. commented that this is not MCC's favourite option: having to convert everything in one shot. And the figures are still editable in Word only. 

Mirko (SA5 technical officer) asked whether we should encourage delegates to use editable figures (apart from the UML diagrams)in Word when making Change Requests. The SA5 Chairman commented that this is the case, when a delegate changes a figure he should leave it as editable and not convert it to bitmap.

Gerald: What happens when a new Release especification is created? 

Christian commented that new specs must follow drafting rules. When upgrading a spec from one Release to the next , that is a case to be explored further.

It was concluded that Milan and MCC will explore the available free UML tools and discuss it at SA5 leadership level.

Discussion on references to documents that are not publicly available

One example is the TMF references in 28.620 -b00:

No references to documents that are not public are allowed in 3GPP specs acording to TR 21.801.

John Meredith (MCC) clarified that this rule is followed by all SDOs (CEN/CENELEC, ITU, etc..).

Christian (Chairman) commented that these references are for information. They are not necessary for implementation. An annex could be created in order to gather all these references, as some sort of Bibliography.

The Chairman commented that finding all the references to TMF in SA5 specs will be a hard task. 

John M. commented that it may be possible that next year there might a tool available for an advanced search like this.

Adrian Zoicas: references must be checked, especially in 32.101 and 32.102. 

John M commented that it is possible to attach a PDF file of the TMF document with the spec that is referencing it, as long as there is no copyright issues.

Adrian Zoicas commented that the CT Chairman is the coordinator of all ITF activities. They check regularly the status of ITF documents. ITF dependencies must be scrutinized and it is necessary to follow the list that deals with these updates.

David (Ericsson)  commented about the convenience of referencing to Internet drafts 

Adrian (MCC) commented that it is not useful to wait for unfinished work in ITF, when this work is just a draft.

The Chairman commented that new specs must be checked more carefully before sending them to SA Plenary.

Action point on the SA5 Chairman on how to procceed with the checking of all the references that are currently in SA5 specs, whether to give this task to the Rapporteur or to more persons.

