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1. Overall Description:

CT3 thanks SA5 for their LS. SA5 has asked CT3 to provide feedback on how the charging requirement to provide the access network charging identifier over Gx and Rx in time for inclusion in SIP messages could be fulfilled by the PCC and the SIP signalling procedures.
CT3 investigated the related PCC procedures and wants to provide the following information:

Upon P-CSCF request for a charging identifier (in a Diameter AAR over Rx)
1. if the charging identifier is not yet known at the PCRF (for instance because the PCEF can create new bearers for the service information provided by the P-CSCF in the same request),
the PCRF forwards this request to the PCEF and obtains the access network charging identifier together with information about applicable service flows. The PCRF forwards this information not in the reply to the request for the charging information (a Rx Diameter AAA) but in a subsequent separate message (a Rx Diameter RAR). According to normal call flows, the P-CSCF already forwards the SIP message that triggered the original AAR before receiving the access network charging identifier in the RAR. However, if the P-CSCF would wait for the RAR before forwarding the SIP message, it could include the access network charging identifier.
2. If the charging identifier is already known at the PCRF (for instance for IP CAN types with a single bearer),
the PCRF provides the access network charging identifier in the response to the charging identifier request (a Rx Diameter AAA). According to normal call flows, the P-CSCF forwards the SIP message that triggered the original AAR only after receiving the AAA and can thus include the access network charging identifier in the SIP message.
2. Actions:

none
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