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1. Overall Description:

In Release 11, 3GPP TSG SA WG5 (SA5) has two work items in support of inter-operator accounting. The Transit Interoperator Identifier for IMS Interconnection Charging in multi operator environment (IOI_IMS_CH) work item introduced the definition of transit IOI’s and capture of transit IOI’s in IMS CDRs to reflect when an IMS session transits one or more operators between IMS networks. The Charging for Roaming Architecture for Voice over IMS with Local Breakout (RAVEL-CH) work item provides charging information that allows a replication of the CS business logic between VPLMN and HPLMN as well as between interconnection providers.
SA5 has some questions related to inter-operator accounting between the home and visited networks for IMS roaming:
1. Is it expected that transit networks may be used between a home and visited IMS network? 

2. For a given IMS user, is it possible that the transit networks and SIP nodes utilized between the home and visited IMS networks will not be the same for all SIP requests (e.g., REGISTER and INVITE)?

3. For a given IMS session, when VPLMN loopback routing is performed for RAVEL, is it possible that the transit networks and SIP nodes utilized between the home and visited IMS networks will not be the same for the INVITE from the visited network to the home network as for the home network back to the visited network for the loopback?

4. When transit routing is performed between a home and visited IMS network, what is the business  logic required and how does this differ from the business logic between the originating and terminating IMS networks?
2. Actions:

To GSMA RCPG and GSMA SOLU group.

ACTION: 
SA5 requests GSMA RCPG and GSMA SOLU to provide detailed answers to the above questions.
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