3GPP TSG-SA5 (Telecom Management)
S5-100804
Meeting SA5#70, 1-5 Mar 2010, Xiamen, P.R. China
revision of S5-10xyzw
Source:
Nokia Siemens 
Title:
TMF Work Item on Model Harmonisation
Document for:
Information
Agenda Item:
6.13.3
1
Decision/action requested

Inform SA5 about creation of TMF Work Items on Model Harmonisation.
2
References

None.
3
Rationale

3GPP SA5 has approved a Study Item on Model Harmonisation with TMF at SA5#68. TMF has in the meantime approved the corresponding work item in their organisation with the approval of the below CR. The target of this contribution is to bring the TMF CR to the attention of the SA5 membership.
4
Detailed proposal
Below the above mentioned TMF CR.

------------------------------------- TMF CR Start ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TM Forum CR on Model Alignment

Justification *
3GPP has developed and specified detailed Network Resource Models (NRMs) for the management of mobile networks, including a Generic Network Resource Model. TM FORUM has done the same for the management of various kinds of fixed networks, as well as a Shared Information Data (SID) model providing common and generic definitions for network and service management aspects. Both sets of specifications have been developed independently. As a consequence the models are different.
Though there will always be a part in the NRMs and SID which are different due to the different network technologies modelled, there are numerous modelling aspects which do not have to be different between the two models for the different network technologies. Examples of these aspects are the top part of the NRMs and SID, modelling of resource inventory information, modelling of security aspects, modelling techniques and how vendor specific resource model extensions are managed using NRMs and SID. 
Because both sets of specifications have been developed independently, the management of the mobile part and the fixed part is currently structured along silos with different management interfaces, resource models, management architectures, and management workflows. Aligned management interfaces, management models, management architectures, and management workflows would greatly benefit the industry. Advantages include
• CAPEX reduction (less development cost, less integration cost)
• OPEX reduction (configuration and re-configuration of mobile and fixed networks can be handled in the same manner and with the same work flows)
• enhanced management capabilities (e. g. consistent management of dependant configurations for mobile part and fixed part aspects)

Objective *
The goal is to allow the two organizations to evolve their respective NRMs and SID in a manner that they would become aligned to support consistent and integrated management of mobile and fixed networks. The two organisations have agreed to a joint study which shall
• identify the non-aligned, contradicting or overlapping parts of between NRMs and SID
• identify the non-aligned, contradicting or overlapping parts regarding specification methodology;
• propose possibilities to align the parts identified above.
• ensure that the proposal allows usage of the SID independently of 3GPP Generic NRM IRP
• ensure that the proposal allows usage of mobile specific NRMs be used as is
• drive the alignment process between 3GPP and TM Forum 
• identify any required changes in the TM FORUM specs
• identify required changes in the 3GPP specifications and communicate them to 3GPP
• define a procedure how aligned specifications can be maintained and updated in a consistent manner
Special emphasis shall be given to the borderline between generic and harmonized part and the network technology specific parts of the models. In case new requirements are identified during the alignment process, they may be taken into account as well.
It is not intended to add the mobile specific parts of the 3GPP Network Resource Models to the TM FORUM SID. These model aspects remain to be published by 3GPP only.
Interface aspects (e. g. FM/PM/CM Interfaces) are outside of the scope of this study. Nevertheless there is a dependency between the Model Alignment studies and the Interface Harmonization studies such as that successful two-way cooperation between Tm Forum and 3GPP depends on the willingness of each organization to accept a hand-over of certain functional areas.
For the Model Alignment joint study work between 3GPP and TM Forum, the following model and model related topics shall be included in the alignment:
• Ensure naming uniqueness and consider containment hierarchy
• Model edge alignment (external objects/pointers)
• Inventory entity alignment (hardware inventory, software inventory)
• Alignment of (common approach towards) termination points / end points as well as connections / links
• Common handling of vendor-specific model extensions
• Managed Element Alignment
• Managed Function AlignmentInheritance
Additional model alignment topics may be identified during the alignment study and included into the study work.

Expected Output and Time scale *
The output will be a joint technical report containing study output as well as TM FORUM/3GPP alignment recommendations. The TM Forum recommendations will also address phasing, prioritisation, timeframe and workload of implementing the recommended changes and will identify the series of CRs which will be required to drive the identified changes into the TM Forum model.
The Model Alignment study is expected to start Mid March ‘10, with an intended completion goal of July ’10 (early findings might be concluded and reported as they are finalized – publication of such will be organization dependent).

------------------------------------- TMF CR End ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

