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	1st Modified Section


5.3.1
Basic principles

PS domain online charging may be performed in the SGSN using CAMEL techniques. This functionality is specified in TS 23.078 [206] and TS 29.078 [202] and is outside the scope of the present document.

PS domain online charging may be performed by the PCEF in the P-GW using the common Ro based credit control application specified in TS 32.299 [50]. In order to provide the data required for the management activities outlined in TS 32.240 [1] (credit control, accounting, statistics etc.), the PCEF shall be able to perform online charging for 
· 
· Charging Data related to service data flows.

The service data flows pertain to IP-CAN sessions, hence session based online charging (SCUR) with centralized rating and centralized unit determination is required in the PCEF. The Credit Control Requests (CCR) and Credit Control Answers (CCA) specified for SCUR in TS 32.299 [50] (initial/update/termination) are issued towards the OCS / received from the OCS when certain conditions (chargeable events) are met. The PS domain specific contents and purpose of each of these messages, as well as the chargeable events that trigger them, are described in the following subclauses. A detailed formal description of the online charging parameters defined in the present document is to be found in 3GPP TS 32.299 [50]. Further information on the general principles of the common 3GPP online charging application can also be found in TS 32.299 [50] and TS 32.240 [1].

The credit control is always per rating group but the reporting level can be either per rating group or per combination of the rating group and service id. Reporting level is defined per PCC rule.





5.3.1.2
Flow Based Bearer Charging

FBC is supported by the P-GW by the integrated PCEF. PCEF  provides the capability to categorise the service data flows within a “QCI and ARP" combination  data traffic by rating group or combination of the rating group and service id.  (e.g one count per each rating group or combination of the rating group and service id. The level of the reporting is defined per PCC rule. Details of this functionality are specified in TS 23.203 [72] and TS 32.240 [1].

NOTE: The P-GW can only include one QoS Information occurrence per service data container. This implies if an operator wishes to be able to separate usage according to QCI and ARP within their billing system they will need to ensure that services having different QCI and ARP do not have the same:
-
rating group in cases where rating reporting is used;

-
rating group/service id where rating group/service id reporting is used.
Extended packet inspection can be done in the PCEF with pre-defined PCC rules. The PCEF also have the possibility to output service specific information related to the packet inspection in the online charging information.
According to TS 23.203 [72], FBC shall support different charging models per PCC rule. These charging models may be based on volume and/or time and on number of events matching a specific service data flow template in PCC rule. In general the charging of a service data flow shall be linked to the “QCI and ARP" combination under which the service data flow has been activated.  In online charging the PCEF shall request the reservation of units  prior to service delivery. 
The following chargeable events are defined for FBC when online charging is activated:

· 
· Start of IP-CAN session. Upon encountering this event, a CCR initial, indicating the start of the IP-CAN session, is sent towards the OCS to authorize the IP-CAN session. 
· Start of service data flow. In case valid quota does not exist a CCR update is generated to request quota. When event based charging applies, the first occurrence of an event matching a service data flow template in PCC rule shall be considered as the start of a service.
· Termination of service data flow. If reporting is per rating group and this is the last service data flow utilizing that specific rating group or if reporting is per combination of the rating group and service id and this is the last service data flow utilizing that specific rating group and service id, the required counters are updated. Termination of the service data flow itself does not trigger CCR update.

· End of IP-CAN session. Upon encountering this event, a CCR termination, indicating the end of the IP-CAN session, is sent towards the OCS together with the final counts.

· Ro specific chargeable events (e.g. threshold reached, QHT expires, quota exhaustion, validity time reached, forced re-authorization). Corresponding counts for the rating group(s) are closed and CCR update is triggered according the rules defined in TS 32.299 [50].

· Change of charging condition: E.g. QoS change, user location change. When this event is encountered and the corresponding re-authorization trigger is armed, all current counts are captured and sent towards the OCS with a CCR update.

· Tariff time change. When this event is encountered, all current counts are captured and a new counts are started. The counts are sent to the OCS in next CCR.
Management intervention may also force trigger a chargeable event.

PCC rules can be activated, deactivated and modified any time during the IP-CAN session lifetime. PCC rule activation, deactivation and modification are not chargeable events. However these PCC rule changes may lead to ‘start of service data flow’ and ‘termination of service data flow’ chargeable events.
5.3.1.3
PS Furnish Charging Information procedure 

The OCS online charging function may use this procedure to add online charging session specific information to the PGW‑CDR. The information can be sent per online session and in case FBC is enabled for a specific APN, the OCS online charging faction may also sent specific information per each online charged service by means this procedure.

5.3.1.4
Support of Failure Situations

In case the OCS fails, the P-GW shall support the Failure Handling procedure and Failover mechanism described in [50]. These mechanisms give flexibility to have different failure handling scenarios when the OCS fails. 

Three different actions are described in [402]. P-GW shall support the following actions when the failure handling mechanism is executed:

· Terminate: The online session is finished. The associated IP-CAN session is released (ongoing sessions) or not established (new sessions). Failover for ongoing sessions is not supported. Failover for new sessions is always supported.

· Retry&Terminate: The online session is finished. The associated IP-CAN session is released (ongoing sessions) or not established (new sessions). Failover for ongoing sessions is supported. Failover for new sessions is always supported.

· Continue: The online session is finished. The associated IP-CAN session is established (new sessions) or not released (ongoing sessions). Failover for ongoing sessions is supported. Failover for new sessions is always supported.

In both cases, if the user is simultaneously online and offline charged, the failure situation shall be registered in the PGW-CDR. When the user is only online charged, the execution of the Failure Handling mechanism with value equal to Continue shall imply that a new PGW-CDR is opened. 

	End of modifications
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