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1. Overall Description:

CT4 would like to thank RAN3 for its LS in R3-081578 on MME pool configuration.
CT4 is asked to analyse impacts on interfaces and specifications CT4 is responsible for and to provide feedback on that concept.
CT4 wants to express the concern that the implementation of the MME Pool feature might have implications on the EPC resilience, recovery and restoration mechanisms. One of the main motivations for the MME pool feature is to cover for MME failures, minimizing impacts to the rest of the network. By introducing alternative configuration mechanisms for eNodeBs to learn about the MMEs in the pool, and especially by doing this using one specific MME, we see a weakening of the resilience level offered by MME in pool.
CT4 has also discussed that this does not necessarily mean that one MME becomes a single point of failure. A subset of the MMEs in the pool could be used or other mechanisms we are not aware of, but any such mechanism seems to increase the complexity and configuration synchronization procedures and therefore, we are not able to judge if this is justified by the possible added-value of this feature.
2. Actions:

To RAN3 group.

ACTION: 
CT4 kindly asks RAN3 to consider these concerns and to evaluate if the weakening of resilience mechanisms, or alternatively, the added complexity, is justified by the proposed feature.
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