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1. Overall Description:

SA5 has been informed about a work being done in TS 183 058 under WI 03113 on transferring of charging information in SIP (LS 14bTD544r2). SA5 has been previously consulted by TISPAN WG2 (LS 11tTD394) about this possibility. SA5 would like to fortify its position conveyed in its LS response (LS S5-061713) that:

· It is reasonable for signalling protocol to convey tariff information for the subscriber information. 3GPP SA5 does not recommend this information to be used for charging or billing purposes.
· 3GPP SA5 thinks that the tariff information transferred through signalling protocol is only for information for subscriber (advice of charge). If the information is for billing or charging purpose, security issues arise.
SA5 would like to point out the followings about the suggested implementation:
· A format for tariff information has been defined in 3GPP TS 22.024 and being reused in TS 32.296. 
· The common mechanism for tariff switching as being used in CAMEL (TS 22.078, TS23.078) and in OCS (TS 32.296) works in pull mode. I.e. the network element (or the equivalent CGP in TISPAN terminology) is required to interrogate for the new tariff after a given timeout. Apparently, the suggested flow is being changed from pull mode in the first tariff to push mode on subsequent tariffs (Fig 3 and 4 in 14bTD523). This may complicate the handling of concurrent multiple sessions at the CDP.
2. Actions:

To TISPAN WG2
ACTION: 
Review SA5 comments and consider limiting the usage of charging information over SIP just to advice of charge unless security issues are resolved.

Review the existing work on tariff information and tariff switching mechanism and considering re-using those to achieve better coherence between systems.
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