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1
Introduction

During the June 2006 SG 4 meeting, a series of liaison statements related to NGN Accounting, Charging and Billing (NGN ACB) were received from ITU-T SG 13, 3GPP SA5 and ATIS TMOC.

The liaison statements from 3GPP SA5 and ATIS TMOC were related to an effort, undertaken by these organizations, to harmonize their specifications in the ACB area with the aim to come to a single solution which can be accepted by ITU-T as the global solution for ACB for the NGN.

The liaison statement from SG 13 included draft Recommendation Y.ngn-account, which provides requirements and high level architecture for NGN ACB. This liaison statement invited SG 4 to work with SG 13 on this subject.

SG4 decided to propose to these organizations to hold one or more virtual meetings, aimed at progressing the cooperation between 3GPP SA5 and ATIS TMOC such that a solution may be obtained which satisfies the requirements of Y.ngn-account. 

After the June 2006 meeting of SG 4, it was recognized that also ETSI TISPAN WG2 and WG8 are involved in specification activities with respect to ACB for NGN. Therefore the SG4 Management Team decided to extend the invitation for the meetings on this subject to these organizations.

The first meeting, which was chaired by the Q8/4 Rapporteur, was held by teleconference, on 8 September 2006, from 15:00 till 17:00 CET. 

2
Introduction of the participants

The meeting was attended by approx. 20 delegates, see Annex 1. The attendees briefly introduced themselves. 

Upon a question from the meeting, the chair confirmed that these meetings are open to all participants of the invited standards groups, not just to the leaders of these groups.

3.
Agenda

The agenda for the meeting, available in Annex 2 to this report, was reviewed and agreed. 

4. 
Documentation

The list of documents for the meeting, also available in Annex 2, was reviewed. It was noted that additional relevant documents are the ETSI ACB specification(s), and the output, if any, from the ETSI STF ad hoc.

5.
Overview of problem space, agree on purpose and scope of activities

Using WD2, the chair introduced the problem space, and initiated a discussion on the purpose and scope of the activities. Main results of the discussion:

1) it was agreed that it is in the interest of the industry to work towards a single solution for NGN ACB;

2) this group will act as a platform where the various emerging solutions will be considered and ways towards convergence explored;

3) requirements: 

3.1) this group will work to identify all relevant sources for NGN ACB requirements; the following sources were mentioned: Y.2201, Y.FRA, Y.2012, other NGN architecture specifications, and work by 3GPP SA5 and ATIS TMOC;

3.2) a summary overview of the identified Requirements will be documented in SG4;

3.3) if this group identifies missing and/or overlapping requirements, this group will issue request for additions and/or deletions to other groups;

4) “availability of a solution” implies “availability of implementable specifications”.

To familiarize the group with the work already done in Q2/13, the editor of Y.ngn-account gave an introduction to this document. During this introduction the following was noted:

· in line with the ITU-T approach to NGN specification, the requirements are service-neutral;

· Y.ngn-account should support all services which are part of ITU-T NGN Release 1;

· it is not sure whether all involved groups have identical understandings of the meaning of the terms Accounting, Charging and Billing; 

· the document contains also requirements for protocols; some would prefer not to identify specific protocols in a requirements specification.

6.
Agree on way forward

See list of main results of the discussion in section 5.

7.
Identify interests and roles of participating groups

Not discussed

8.
Identify and assign action items

1) Participants are invited to contribute relevant specifications.

2) Comments resulting from the introduction to Y.ngn-account may be sent to the Q.2/13 or the Q.8/4 email list.

9.
Next meeting, Closing

It was agreed to have the next meeting on 26 October 2006, 18:00 - 20:00 CET. This timing allows the meeting to be partially face-to-face, as a number of the participants will be in Geneva for the NGN-GSI event and/or the NGNMFG meeting.
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