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1
Introduction

This meeting was the second meeting in a series of virtual meetings on NGN Accounting Management, initiated by ITU-T Q8/4, with participants from 3GPP SA5, ATIS TMOC, ETSI TISPAN WG2, ETSI TISPAN WG8, ITU-T Q2/13 and ITU-T Q8/4. 

The goal of these meetings is to bring together the various threads of activity in these bodies, in order to obtain a common NGN Accounting Management solution.

The meeting, which was chaired by the Q.8/4 Rapporteur, was held in Geneva, Switzerland on 
26 October 2006, from 18:00 till 20:00 CET.
The meeting was attended by approx. 22 delegates, partially by teleconference. See Annex 1 for the list of participants.
2.
Agenda

The agenda for the meeting, available in Annex 2 to this report, was reviewed and agreed. 

3. 
Documentation

The list of documents for the meeting, also available in Annex 2, was reviewed.
4.
Review of the report of the report of 8 September 2006
The report of the meeting of 8 September 2006 was reviewed and agreed with an addition to the last paragraph in Section 5: “Y.ngn-account should support all services which are part of ITU-T NGN Release 1.”
5.
Terminology

During the review of the report, the issue of terminology and the need for terminology alignment were discussed. Participants pointed to various sources for definitions of the terms Accounting, Charging and Billing. It was agreed that participants will bring relevant documents to the attention of the group and that a new work item will be started to document the outcome of the alignment.

6.
Review of Y.ngn-account
The rest of the meeting was devoted to a detailed review sections 5, 6 , 7 and 8 of Y.ngn-account. Before the review started, the Q2/13 Rapporteur indicated that all text related to Billing is planned to be removed from the document because Billing is not part of ITU-T NGN Release 1.

The results of the review, as recorded by the editor of Y.ngn-account, mr. Taesang Choi, were:
1. Agreed updates based on C-170 (text, figure) and check text after removal of billing related text.  Level of granularity mismatch by removing the term “Billing” should be checked.
2. To update linkage with Y.FRA based on July 2006 Y.2012

3. Update first page: order of priorities (for the various sections) on Y.ngn-account work for next meeting, input required from SPs on requirements;  

4. Align Table of Contents based on the changes made
5. Clarifications on the following Terminology is requested: 

a. Accounting, charging and billing
b. Open Architecture in SR-001
c. Fair in SR-004
d. Accurate, reliable, and scalable in SR-005
e. Micro-flow, macro-flow, inter-provider flow usage in SR-005
f. Efficient, reliable, and secure in SR-007
g. Common information model to hold accounting data in FA-011
h. Fair in FCR-003
i. Sub-flow in FCR-006
j. Online and offline charging

k. CDR

l. Mechanisms and capabilities (in section 8 and in recommendation title)

m. Architecture framework in section 8 
n. Overall architecture in section 8.1
6. Combine SR-006 and SR-007: Information model should be developed not independently from protocols
7. Definition of accounting and accounting data are mixed (Mr. Kishrawi’s comment)
8. Is the architecture in Y.ngn-account presuppose any base document?
9. Mr. Meisengset’s comments on Figure 2 and FAR-001 etc.) 
Proposals on the figure were: 
1) replace Accounting by Metering 
2) replace the bus between the Accounting and Charging functions by a database 
3) replace Charging function by Charging calculation 
4) replace the (bus) line from the database to Charging by an arrow, 
and add an arrow back so that calculation results are updated in the database 
5) delete the lines from Charging to Billing 
6) add arrows from the database to Billing 

There are several motives behind the proposals: 
(1) is to get away with the word Accounting in order to align with regulatory terminology 
(2) is fundamental to the architecture, as well as to do with levels of abstraction. 

10. FAR-001: NEs collecting accounting data doesn’t seem to be right.  Charging Trigger Function is used in 3GPP.  Clarification was requested.
11. FAR-011 : only for collecting devise or what (comment from remote)

12.  FCR-002: Clarification on terminology for both scenarios, especially on CDR exchange among service providers.
13. FCR-015: CDR is raw data and seems not to send to Billing domain directly.  Clarification is requested
14. FBR-004 : to be moved to FCR

15. Charging “technical” model (comment from Mr Kishrawi)

16. To clarify scope of section 7

17. Section 8.1: requirements not clear

18. Figure 1 in section 8: “overall” figure is missing
19. 10.1.1 to be kept in the body (in the appropriate requirements section)

20. Appendix: if and what to keep of it in this document 
7.
Actions
1. The editor will generate a new draft version of Y.ngn-account. The Q2/13 plan is to stabilize the document before the next GSI event, to be held in January 2007 in Beijing.

2. The Q8/4 Rapporteur will put Y.2012 and Y.2201 (which contains material which is relevant to NGN Accounting, Charging and Billing) on the NGNMFG website and inform the meeting participants about the location.
For information: the location is http://ftp3.itu.ch/ngnmfg/reference_material/ITU-T/

8.
Next meeting
It was agreed to have a next meeting in November 2006, the exact date to be determined after the meeting.
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