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1. Overall Description:

SA5 thanks TISPAN2 for the LS regarding AoC in charging and accounting in 11tTD394. 
SA5 discussed the use cases and questions, and came up with the following conclusions:

1. The transport of tariff information always through signalling protocol (i.e. SIP on the IMS side) is currently preferred by TISPAN. Where do you see potential IMS impacts if tariff info is passed along signalling path? 
SA5 thinks it is reasonable for signalling protocol to convey tariff information for the subscriber information. SA5 does not recommend this information to be used for charging or billing purposes.
2. Are there any differences between an AoC-server and OCS? Could they be used together and independently? 
SA5 is aware that AoC involves channel mechanisms between subscriber and application server, and believes that the source of the AoC information should be the OCS. SA5 thinks advice of charge can provide more than tariff information; it can provide any information which is available at OCS like upcoming discounts. Further, SA5 would like to get some clarification on the scope of the AoC-Server in order to analyse the relationship of this entity with the OCS.
3. Are there any security requirements to be considered? 
SA5 thinks that the tariff information transferred through signalling protocol is only  for information for subscriber (advice of charge). If the information is for billing or charging purpose, security issues arise.
4. Could we use an OCS only to retrieve tariff information, i.e. apart from the usual Online Charging Function? Are there any Ro interface considerations respectively changes in the Diameter credit control application needed? 
SA5 thinks the main function of OCS is Credit-Control. In 3GPP there are some ongoing considerations of requirements for the AoC functionality of Ro interface in Diameter Credit-Control application. We would appreciate to get more proposals from TISPAN on these topics.
5. Can we map the tariff information into the CDRs of IMS-nodes and AS?
SA5 saw few apparent use cases to map the tariff information into the CDRs of IMS‑nodes and AS. We would appreciate to get more detailed requirements on this kind of mapping.
2. Actions:

To TISPAN2
ACTION: 

SA5 kindly asks TISPAN2 to provide clarification on the scope of the AoC-Server in order to analyse the relationship of this entity with the OCS.
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