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1
Decision/action requested

To decide where to apply XML-based solution set for SA5.
2
References

None.
3
Rationale

The aim is to have strong standards. That increases the market and it increases the competition.
The major part of the standards that SA5 has developed so far are in the Network Managment area for UMTS radio access networks, core network and IMS. For this area, CMIP and CORBA solution sets are used. It is a strong message to the telecom market on what technologies should be used within that domain. To allow another technology would just weaken the standard and give a confusing message to the market. The costs would increase both for operators and vendors for supplying yet another technology.
When it comes to Service Management, SA5 has not done much. There are other organisations that have produced much work in this domain. The service domain is aslo the scene where telecom will converge with information/data industiries and entertainment industries, such as television. These other industries are much more IT oriented, why promoting protocol like CMIP and CORBA for them would diverse the market and create confusion on the market. It would also give a signal that the telecom industry does not want to get closer to other industries.

Therefore, an XML-based solution set within the service domain would give the message that the telecom industry has started convergence towards information/data and entertainment industries.
Note that a solution set may contain many different "technologies". For example, CORBA SS for PM IRP transferring PM files can contain CORBA, SFTP and XML (or ASN.1).

4
Detailed proposal

XML-based solution sets should be chosen for the service domain, but for the network domain CMIP and CORBA solution sets are seen to be sufficient as the only allowed solutions sets for a number of years ahead..
