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6.1.2
Session based charging

Session based charging is the process of reporting usage reports for a session and uses the START, INTERIM & STOP accounting data. During a session, a network element may transmit multiple ACR Interims' depending on the proceeding of the session.

The following figure shows the transactions that are required on the Diameter offline interface in order to perform session based charging.
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Figure 6.1.2 : Session based offline charging

Step 1:
The network element receives a service request. The service request may be initiated either by the user or the other network element.

Step 2:
In order to start accounting session, the network element sends a Accounting-Request (ACR) with Accounting-Record-Type AVP set to START_RECORD to the CDF.  

Step 3:
The CDF opens a CDR for current session.

Step 4:
The CDF returns Accounting-Answer (ACA) message with Accounting-Record-Type set to START_RECORD to the network element and possibly Acct-Interim-Interval AVP (AII) set to non-zero value indicating the desired intermediate charging interval. 

Step 5:
When either AII elapses or charging conditions changes are recognized at network element, the network element sends an Accounting-Request (ACR) with Accounting-Record-Type AVP set to INTERIM_RECORD to the CDF.  

Step 6:
The CDF updates the CDR in question. 

Step 7:
The  CDF returns Accounting-Answer (ACA) message with Accounting-Record-Type set to INTERIM_RECORD to the network element.

Step 8:
The service is terminated.

Step 9:
The network element sends a Accounting-Request (ACR) with Accounting-Record-Type AVP set to STOP_RECORD to the CDF.  

Step 10:
The CDF updates the CDR accordingly and closes the CDR.

Step 11:
The CDF returns Accounting-Answer (ACA) message with Accounting-Record-Type set to STOP_RECORD to the network element.
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