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(Version 5.0)
1)  Date of completion of Work Register

2)  Liaison Item Title: mTOP – 3GPP collaboration concerning XML framework and resource/service information modeling
3)  Fora Involved in Liaison: 3GPP SA5 working group
4)  TeleManagement Forum Work Area Associated with Liaison: MTOSI and MTNM teams (two technical teams within the TM Forum multi-Technology OSS Program (mTOP))
5)  Business Justification for Liaison:

· Benefits to TeleManagement Forum: There are two main benefits: gain wider acceptance of the TM Forum MTOSI XML work and secondly, to harmonize (as much as possible) the 3GPP and TM Forum mTOP information models. 
· Benefits to Liaison Partner(s): 3GPP is to gain information (in the form of the MTOSI Release 1 documents) and expert advice concerning the MTOSI work on an XML framework. 3GPP also benefits from the harmonization of the 3GPP and TM Forum mTOP information models. 
6)  Brief Description / Scope of Liaison Activity:

There are two key aspects to this activity:

1. The MTOSI team is to share information concerning XML framework and transport. All of MTOSI Release 1 documents shall be shared with 3GPP SA5. However, the following documents are of particular interest with regards to the topic of an XML framework:

· TMF854, MTOSI XML Solution Set (the XML itself)

· SD2-2, MTOSI XML Implementation User Guide

· SD2-5, MTOSI Communication Styles (describes various message exchange patterns) 

· SD2-6, MTOSI Versioning and Extensibility (methodology and rules for extending MTOSI)

· SD2-9, Using JMS as an MTOSI Transport (describes XML binding to JMS and requirements for using JMS)

The MTOSI team is also willing to review any information that 3GPP SA5 may suggest on this topic. After the relevant information is shared and everyone has had sufficient time to review the material, one or more conference calls should be arranged for further discussion. Assuming 3GPP decides to go forward with XML, the desired goal of this collaboration is for 3GPP SA5 and the TM Forum mTOP to agree on the same XML framework.   

Also, 3GPP shall also share (with the TM Forum) the work that they have already done concerning the usage and transport of XML. 

2. 3GPP and the TM Forum TMF 608 information models are not aligned and no effort has been made in the past to align the two. It is a goal of this collaboration for the two organizations to collective review each other’s information models and to determine possible points of harmonization. The first step is to identify where we may want to align or harmonize the respective information models and the next (much longer) step is to do the actual harmonization. 
The first objective of each working group should be to refine the objectives of each work item listed above.

Both TMF and 3GPP agree that if further specifications are produced by either Group as a direct result of this Liaison activity, appropriate credit will be given in the resultant specification(s) to the contributing Group and associated contributed documentation 

7)  Risks Associated with Liaison or Non-Activity:

The main risk is that 3GPP will define an alternate XML framework without having consider the possible re-use of the MTOSI XML framework, thus leading to multiple (perhaps unnecessary) XML frameworks in the industry. 

Further, it should be noted that 3GPP already started defining XML/SOAP Solution sets in Rel-7. So, SA5 shall also present its current work on XML/SOAP SSs as well as the general structure of SA5 work.

8)  Milestones / Dates to be Achieved / Review Points:

Phase 1 (September 2006): Phase 1 includes sharing of information, discussion of the shared information, and determination of harmonization items with respect to the 3GPP and TMF 608 information models. This phase also includes possible updates to the MTOSI XML framework based on the discussion between 3GPP SA5 and the TM Forum MTOSI team. 

Phase 2 (September 2007): Carry out the identified harmonization work with respect to the information models, assuming it is decided to go forward at the end of Phase 1.
9)  Estimated Duration of Liaison Activity / Estimated Closure Date:

See item #8 above.  

10)  Resources Identified / Points of Contact:

· Within TeleManagement Forum: 
· Nigel Davis (Nortel) concerning the information model harmonization 
· Francesco Caruso (Telcordia) and Jérôme Magnet (Nortel) concerning the XML framework activity 
· Within Fora Partner(s): TBD
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