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ITU-T Study Group 4 discussed, with the help of representatives from ATIS TMOC, NGN & VoIP accounting, charging and billing at our September 2005 meeting.  We determined that harmonizing standards in this area is an important piece of work that needs to be done and we strongly encourage you to continue your efforts towards this goal. 

Based on our past experiences with harmonization, we encourage you to move beyond the sending liaisons type of relationship and consider using other means such as teleconferences or face-to-face meetings to make progress. A helpful tool would be to decompose the area its components pieces – requirements, architecture, protocol-neutral information models, protocols and protocol-specific information models, for example – and then compare the two solutions for each of the components.

We also suggest you consider two levels of harmonization – conceptual and shared text. Conceptual is to have no points of contradiction between the two specifications and general alignment. Shared text is the ultimate goal of harmonization where either two documents share the exact same text or both organizations use the same document. We recommend, as a minimum, you consider conceptual harmonization, but more importantly that you reach agreement on what the end goal is.

Finally, we encourage you to set a timeline for this harmonization work. Note that NGN Release 1 requires a harmonized accounting, charging and billing solution. 

If there is anything that ITU-T SG4 or its NGN Management Focus group can due to increase your chances of success please do not hesitate to let us know.
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