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SG4 thanks 3GPP SA5 for its reply liaison of 8-12 August 2005 on the subject of Management Specification Harmonization.

We can inform SA5 that Question 9/4 is progressing the work of harmonization focusing on methodology and Common Management Services based on two primary goals:

· Meet the internal needs of SG4 for an enhanced methodology as well as protocol-neutral specifications of Common Management Services. The progression of work of Question 7/4 “Requirements for business to business and customer to business management interfaces” on management Emergency Telecommunications Service is an example of use within SG4.
· Meet the objective of harmonization of Management Specifications 

The revised methodology will be enhanced with input from 32.151, 32.152 to achieve alignment between ITU-T and 3GPP. However, our aim is to also consider requirements on methodology from other organizations. 

Question 9/4 is planning a series of virtual interim meeting to progress the work on methodology and Common Management Services and will keep SA5 informed about our progress. These interim meeting will be announced on the tsg4wp3@itu.int and tsg4q9@itu.int email lists. 

Unfortunately, we are not today able to commit to face-to-face meetings although we recognize the usefulness. We are also sorry to inform SA5 that participation of SG4 experts at the SA5#44 meeting in Shenzhen, China, 7 - 11 Nov 2005 is unlikely.
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