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0 Preface

The SWG-B General RG deals with

· organisational and other non-technical aspects of the SWG;

· all technical aspects that cannot be attributed to one of the SWG-B rapporteur groups (Bearer/Service/IMS Charging).  This item mainly encompasses the OCS work (TR 32.815 and TS 32.296);

· cross-rapporteur group technical items, i.e. covering more than one of the RGs.  This item encompasses the overall charging architecture (TS 32.240), the work on the Bx interface (TS 32.297) and the global CDR parameter and syntax description (TS 32.298).

1 Call to order

The meeting was called to order at 08:45 hrs local time on Monday 29th August, 2005.

2 Participant registration

16 delegates attended the meeting.  The list of participants can be found in Annex C.

3 Approval of the agenda / timeline

The agenda / timeline of the overall SWG-B meeting (including all RGs) was agreed as posted in S5-054700d2.  A few corrections concerning document revisions were made.  See S5-054700 for the final version.

As usual, adaptations of the SWG-B timeline during the meeting will be possible at the group’s discretion.

4 Registration of Documents

Contributions that were broached and closed during this meeting are highlighted in green in the tables below.  Documents that were discussed but not closed are highlighted in grey.  Discussion and conclusions of all such highlighted documents are presented in section 7 of this report.

Non-highlighted documents have not been broached at all during the meeting, implying that no discussion of these documents is found in section 7ff.

4.1 Input Documents

Tdoc
Title / Subject
Source
Section

S5-054503
SWG-B #42 General RG report
Chair
5, 5.1.x

S5-054279r
Draft TR 32.9xy v0.2.0 – Template for “middle tier” charging TSs
T-Mobile
7.4.1

S5-054716
Rel-6 CR 32.296 OCS architecture
Siemens AG
7.3

S5-054719
LS from SA1 (cc: SA5) on Charging Implications of SCUDIF
S1-050843
6.1

S5-054748
Rel-6 CR 32.299 Update to reset of Quota Holding Time definition
Vodafone
7.1.3

S5-054751
Rel-6 CR 32.299 Introduction of session termination
Vodafone
7.1.3

S5-054755
Rel-6 CR 32.298 Correction to IOI parameter description
Orange
7.1.2

S5-054769
S5-050424r1 NGNMFG-OD-008_LS_to_ATIS_TMOC_&_3GPP_SA5
NGNMFG
6.1

4.2 Output Documents to the SA5 plenary

Tdoc
Title / Subject
Source
Section

S5-054770
Reply LS to NGNMFG on charging and billing specification harmonisation
SWG-B
6.2

S5-054771
Rel-6 CR 32.299 Correction of Quota Holding Time handling for stopping the associated timer
SWG-B
7.1.3

S5-054772
Rel-6 CR 32.296 Correction to include PoC and MBMS in the OCS architecture
SWG-B
7.3

4.3 Other Input Documents

None.

4.4 Other Output Documents

None.

5 Review of the last meeting report

The last meeting report from the SWG-B General RG can be found in S5-054503.  It was agreed without changes.

5.1 Action items from the last meeting

5.1.1 T-Mobile to add the substance of S5-054224 to one of their pending CRs

Not delivered due to lack of time.  T-Mobile delegate owning the AI will leave SA5 after this meeting and therefore cannot continue to own the AI.  The TS editor (Siemens) will take care of this quality assurance issue of the TS.  T-Mobile offers assistence as much as possible.  The action item is closed.

5.1.2 T-Mobile to add the substance of S5-054230 to one of their pending CRs and generally check TS 32.240 for / correct other such problems

Same as item 5.1.1 above. The action item is closed.

5.1.3 T-Mobile to create CRs for the “other considerations” listed in 7.1.1 of S5-054103

Same as item 5.1.1 above. The action item is closed.  T-Mobile still intends to work on this item, this will be done in collaboration with the TS editor.

5.1.4 T-Mobile to provide the revision of S5-054279

Not delivered due to lack of time.  The action item is closed – see section 7.4.1. for further details.

5.1.5 Nortel / T-Mobile to clarify in TS 32.240 the behavior when creating CDRs from multiple ACRs containing the same information

Same as item 5.1.1 above. The action item is closed.

5.1.6 Vodafone / all to moderate / conduct an email discussion on S5-054544

There was no email discussion, however, a revised contribution is provided in S5-054748.  See 7.1.3. for details.  The action item is closed.

5.1.7 Vodafone to rework CR S5-054545 according to internal analysis

The reworked version has been received in S5-054751.  See 7.1.3. for details.  The action item is closed.

5.2 Requests for SA5 action from the last meeting

2 LSs (S5-054567 and S5-054579) were submitted to the SA5 plenary for approval, as they were addressed to 3GPP external entities or higher-than-WG level 3GPP entities, respectively.  Both were approved by the SA5 plenary and dispatched through ETSI MCC.

No CRs or TSs were submitted from the last meeting to the SA5 plenary as the last meeting was a –bis meeting.  The output documents from the last meeting will hence be taken to the upcoming SA5 plenary together with the output from this General RG session.

6 Liaisons with other groups

6.1 Incoming Liaisons

S5-054719 LS from SA1 (cc: SA5) on Charging Implications of SCUDIF.

This Ls from SA1 to CT3 was copied to SA5 SWG-B for information.  SA1 confirms that the requirement about charging for SCUDIF is in line with what was exposed in S1-040719 despite the absence of clear requirement in stage 1 specifications while the LS was sent.  The requirement is as follows. It should be possible for the network to charge any party when a service change occurs. More specifically, the operator should have the flexibility to charge the party initiating a service change even if this party in not the party that initiated the original call. The operator should have the flexibility as well to apply appropriate charging scheme in case the service change is initiated by the network in the context of a fallback.
SA1 request CT3 to take into account the service requirement that would enable the network to charge the party initiating a service change even if this party is not the party that initiated the original call.  Furthermore, SA1 ask CT3 to inform SA1 of any problems they might encounter while defining such mechanisms in a timely manner.

Noted.  No response necessary.

S5-054769 S5-050424r1 NGNMFG-OD-008_LS_to_ATIS_TMOC_&_3GPP_SA5.

In S5-054769, NGNMFG presents the status of their management work in relation to charging, which includes both SWG-B’s specifications and those from ATIS TMOC.  NGNMFG asks SA5 and ATIS TMOC to consider harmonising their applicable specifications in terms of minimising overlap or conflict.

Analysis of the specifications and liaison letters included in S5-054769 has led SWG-B to the conclusions:

· there appears to be alignment in terms of functional charging architectures between 3GPP SA5, ATIS TMOC and NGNMFG,

· there appears to be functional equivalence between 3GPP’s interfaces Rf, Ga and Bx, and ATIS’ “A”, “B” and “D”, respectively;

· in terms of data definition and formats, there appears to be no overlap between SWG-B Rel-6 “middle tier” charging specifications and the ATIS specifications referred to in the LS;

· the applications and protocols used on the interfaces listed in bullet item 2 are incompatible between ATIS and 3GPP;

· it is at present not clear if there is any analogy in ATIS TMOC for the Ro reference point, i.e. the discussion currently covers only offline charging.

SWG-B therefore agreed to consider the use of TMOC’s solutions for “B” and “D” reference points for the Rel-7 work plan as Ga (“B”) is currently GPRS specific and it was planned to provide a generic solution after Rel-6, while Bx (“D”) was also earlier under discussion for an extension towards XML (used in TMOC for “D”) after Rel-6.  Concerning Rf, SWG-B does not plan any changes so it would be left to ATIS TMOC to consider using Diameter base here.  Furthermore, the situation for online charging should be clarified, where SWG-B suggests the use of DCCA for NGN and hence also for TMOC if alignment is sought in this area.  Finally, concerning the data definitions and formats, there are considerations to describe the use of the generic IMS CDRs for specific IMS based services such as VoIP.  If this is added to the Rel-7 work plan, then ATIS TMOC specifications would be considered if possible / agreed by ATIS.

SWG-B agreed to send a LS response back to NGNMFG and ATIS TMOC along these lines in S5-054770, the chair took this as an action item.  This LS will have to be funnelled through the plenary as it addresses 3GPP external entities.  It was agreed that if this LS draft cannot be made available to the closing SA5 plenary due to tough timelines, the SWG-B agreement above will be reported to the plenary and e-approval asked for the LS response that would than be made available off-line after the meeting.

Closed with the above conclusion.  Response in S5-054770.

6.2 Outgoing Liaisons

S5-054770 Reply LS to NGNMFG on charging and billing specification harmonisation.

This is the response to Lsin S5-054769 as described in 6.1 above.

Closed.  Not availalbe during the SWG-B session.  Will be forwarded to the SA5 plenary if available or provided for e-approval after the meeting, provided SA5 plenary agreement is granted.

7 Discussion of agenda items and contributions

This section presents the SWG-B plenary discussions and decisions on contributions pertaining to the agenda as specified in sections 3 and 4 of this report.

7.1 Rel-6 Feature “Charging Management”

7.1.1 Rel-6 TS 32.240

No activity occurred on this TS for the SWG General RG.  Note there was one contribution to this TS in regards to IOI, this is being dealt with in the IMS RG.

WT completion is on schedule in general, however some open issues as documented by the open action items.

7.1.2 Rel-6 TS 32.298

S5-054755  “Rel-6 CR 32.298 Correction to IOI parameter description”.

The document was briefly discussed and then it was decided to re-assign it to the IMS RG where there are three other contributions (S5-054756, S5-054758 and S5-054759) related to the handlng of IOI.

Closed for the General RG and re-assigned to the IMS RG.

Note there are further contributions to this TS pertaining to Bearer Charging, Service Charging and IMS Charging, these are being dealt with in the respective RG.

This part of the Rel-6 charging work remains on schedule.

7.1.3 Rel-6 TS 32.299

A few items pertaining to that specification have been identified that should be handled by the General RG rather than the IMS RG due to their generic nature.  The two following Tdocs are revisions from the previous meeting (S5-054544 ( S5-054748, S5-054545 ( S5-054751).

S5-054748  “Rel-6 CR 32299 Update to reset of Quota Holding Time definition”.

This CR is a revision of S5-054544 that has the same proposal as its predecessor (see report from last meeting in S5-054503) plus some more background in the “reason for change”.  The group concluded that the reservations made against the CR at the last meeting are no longer valid and therefore the CR was agreed.  A revision was created in S5-054771 that corrects a couple of small editorial errors and updates the CR cover sheet.

Closed and revised to S5-054771.

S5-054751  “Rel-6 CR 32299 Introduction of session termination”.

The contributor’s (Vodafone) analysis of the predecessor of S5-054751 (S5-054545) discussed at the last meeting has led to the view that the solution to the OCS control of session abort should be exactly as initially proposed in S5-054545, so S5-054751 basically contains that same technical proposal.  However, the objections against this proposal were upheld on the grounds that the proposed mechanism violates Diameter base.  The group could not agree on either position, therefore the CR is rejected.  Note that there is still the proposal to specify a solution based on the server initiated re-authorisation, as discussed at the last meeting, but there is currently no volunteer to take action and draft a CR towards that end.

Closed, rejected.

S5-054771  “Rel-6 CR 32.299 Correction of Quota Holding Time handling for stopping the associated timer”.

This is the agreed revision of S5-054748.

Closed, agreed.  Will be forwarded to the SA5 plenary for aproval.

This part of the Rel-6 charging work remains on schedule.

7.2 Rel-6 WT “Interfaces to Billing Domain, Bx”

No activity occurred on this TS during the meeting.  With the e-approval of S5-054453 following meeting #42, and the subsequent approval of that CR at the TSG meeting, the TS is considered complete for Rel-6.  The latest version of this TS can be found on the 3GPP server.

WT completion is on schedule.

7.3 Rel-6 WT “Online Charging System – Rating Application”

S5-054716  “Rel-6 CR 32.296 OCS architecture”.

The OCS architecture is not aligned with the charging architecture as specified in TS 32.240.  The missing application server for Poc and MBMS Charging are added to the figure of the OCS architecture and the corresponding references.

The proposal was accepted by the group, however, it was remarked that another change would be needed, namely the addition on MBMS and PoC CDR types to the list of CDRs that may be supported by the OCS in clause 7.2 of the TS.  Additionally, a few modifications of the cover sheet were needed.  The CR was revised to S5-054772 to implement these changes and then agreed.

Closed and revised to S5-054772.

S5-054772  “Rel-6 CR 32.296 Correction to include PoC and MBMS in the OCS architecture ”.

This is the agreed revision of S5-054716.

Closed, agreed.  Will be forwarded to the SA5 plenary for aproval.

WT completion is on schedule in general, however some open issues exist in the stage 3 description as documented by the editor notes in the draft TS.

7.4 Non-WT related technical items

7.4.1 Template for middle tier Charging TSs

S5-054279r “Draft TR 32.9xy v0.2.0 – Template for “middle tier” charging TSs”.

T-Mobile had planned to submit this update, however it could not be provided due to lack of time.  As there is still some work going on on the middle tier specifications and their alignment with TS 32.299, the template will have to take into account potential changes that result from the alignment work.  Hence the work to finalise the template is postponed until that alignment has been completed.

With the above conclusion, the associated action item (5.1.4) is closed, hence the document will be removed from the pending contribution list.

Closed.  To be revised / finalised after completion of inter-TS alignment.

8 Any other business

8.1 SWG-B leadership renewal

There are two nominations for SWG-B chair (Alain Bibas, Orange and Patrik Teppo, Ericsson) and two nominations for SWG-B vice chair (Benni Alexander, Nokia and Nick Mazzarella, Lucent).

After an initial show of hands to indicate group support for the chair candidates, the outgoing SWG-B chair asked the candidates and other interested parties to discuss offline and try to reach a consensus so that finally the number of candidates would match the number of available positions.  Resulting from this offline activity, Patrik withdrew his candidature.  It is hence agreed that SWG-B’s recommendation for its future chairman is Alain Bibas.

The group then agreed to recommend the two vice chair candidates, Benni and Nick, as its future vice chairs.

The outgoing SWG-B chair thanked, on behalf of the group, all four delegates who had furnished a candidature for their initiative to serve as the group’s leaders, and also Patrik for his cooperation in finding a consensus.

With the above conclusions, the group reached consensus on all its leadership positions, and the outgoing chair will convey this consensus and the associated leadership recommendations in his report to the SA5 plenary.

8.2 SWG-B Rel-7 Terms of Reference and Work Plan

The SWG-B ToRs had been reviewed at the last meeting and the group agreed that there is no need to change them for the charging part.  Concerning the addition of Subscription Management issues from former SWG-A, this had been initially discussed at the last meeting with no conclusion as yet.

T-Mobile presented a proposal for upgrading the exsiting ToR for inclusion of SuM work as well, this was registered as S5-054815.  This document also removes the reference to the extinct SWG-A for the ToR.  The group currently does not have consensus if and how SuM issues should be added to its charter, there were both reservations against adding work while stil being very busy with charging, and in terms of aligning with the (interim?) owners of SuM, SWG-C and SWG-D.  Concerning the workload, it was commented that the charging load should go down in the future and that it would take some time anyway until SuM come to full swing, so that the downturn in charging work and the upswing in SuM work could go hand-in-hand and work overload of the group avoided.

The group agreed to futher consider the proposal in terms of the idea itself as well as the detailed proposal made in S5-054815.  The SWG-B chair will notify the SA5 plenary of these considerations.

9 Scheduling of future meetings

The next SWG-B meeting is scheduled from 7th – 11th Nov 2005 in Shenzhen, China, hosted by Huawei.  This is a SA5 meeting with a full plenary. Thus, there will be 13 quarters available for SWG-B work plus 2 quarters for plenary preparation / SWG-B work as needed.  Details on allocation of meeting quarters to rapporteur sessions will be proposed by the SWG-B chair in S5-054900 (agenda/timeline) in due time, based on the agenda items and available contributions.

10 Adjournment

The meeting was closed at 12:30 hrs local time on Monday, 29th August 2005.  A further time slice was added during plenary preparation time for the conclusions on S5-054769/S5-054770, the ToR discussion and the SWG-B leadership renewal.

Annex A

Requests for SA5 action

SA5 is requested to approve the following documents from the last meeting:

S5-054571
Rel-6 CR 32.240 Add IOI requirements including new inter-network scenarios.

S5-054575
Rel-6 CR 32.298 Add GMLC CDRs parameters description.
S5-054576
Rel-6 CR 32.298 Corrections to ITU-T References.

S5-054577
Rel-6 CR 32.298 Add MM10 Charging parameters.

S5-054578
Rel-6 CR 32299 Correction to Reporting Reason AVP to support credit pooling.
SA5 is further requested to approve the documents from this meeting as listed in section 4.2 of this report:

S5-054770
Reply LS to NGNMFG on charging and billing specification harmonisation.
S5-054771
Rel-6 CR 32.299 Correction of Quota Holding Time handling for stopping the associated timer.

S5-054772
Rel-6 CR 32.296 Correction to include PoC and MBMS in the OCS architecture.

Annex B

Action items from this meeting (SA5#43)

Unless stated otherwise, the action items are for the next following meeting.

1. All to consider the addition of SuM to SWG-B’s ToR as proposed in S5-054815 (8.2).
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