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0 Preface

The SWG-B General RG deals with

· organisational and other non-technical aspects of the SWG;

· all technical aspects that cannot be attributed to one of the SWG-B rapporteur groups (Bearer/Service/IMS Charging).  This item mainly encompasses the OCS work (TR 32.815 and TS 32.296);

· cross-rapporteur group technical items, i.e. covering more than one of the RGs.  This item encompasses the overall charging architecture (TS 32.240), the work on the Bx interface (TS 32.297) and the global CDR parameter and syntax description (TS 32.298).

1 Call to order

The meeting was called to order at 11:40 hrs local time on Monday 11th July, 2005.

2 Participant registration

15 delegates attended the meeting.  The list of participants can be found in Annex C.

3 Approval of the agenda / timeline

The agenda / timeline of the overall SWG-B meeting (including all RGs) was agreed as posted in S5-054500d2.  A few corrections concerning document assignments and late submissions were made later.  See S5-054500 for the final version.
As usual, adaptations of the SWG-B timeline during the meeting will be possible at the group’s discretion.

4 Registration of Documents

Contributions that were broached and closed during this meeting are highlighted in green in the tables below.  Documents that were discussed but not closed are highlighted in grey.  Discussion and conclusions of all such highlighted documents are presented in section 7 of this report.

Non-highlighted documents have not been broached at all during the meeting, implying that no discussion of these documents is found in section 7ff.

4.1 Input Documents

	Tdoc
	Title / Subject
	Source
	Section

	S5-054303
	SWG-B #42 General RG report
	Chair
	5, 5.1.x

	S5-054224r
	Rel-6 CR 32.240 Well depict the entity relationship between the CDF and the CGF
	T-Mobile
	7.1.1

	S5-054230r
	Rel-6 CR 32.240 Distinguishing between reference point and interface
	T-Mobile
	7.1.1

	S5-054279r
	Draft TR 32.9xy v0.2.0 – Template for “middle tier” charging TSs
	T-Mobile
	5.1.4, 74.1

	S5-054336
	Rel-6 TS 32.298 S-CSCF-Information is undefined
	Lucent Technologies
	7.1.2

	S5-054392
	Rel-6 32.298 Adding WLAN-CDR for WLAN 3GPP IP Access
	Nokia
	7.1.2

	S5-054520
	Rel-6 CR 32.298 Add GMLC CDRs parameters description
	Orange
	7.1.2

	S5-054524
	Rel-6 CR 32.298 Add Transaction ID in MMS CDRs
	Orange
	7.1.2

	S5-054544
	Rel-6 CR 32299 Update to reset of Quota Holding Time definition
	Vodafone
	7.1.3

	S5-054545
	Rel-6 CR 32299 Introduction of session termination
	Vodafone
	7.1.3

	S5-054548
	Rel-6 CR 32299 Update to Reporting Reason AVP to support credit pooling
	Vodafone
	7.1.3

	S5-054551
	Rel-6 CR 32.298 Corrections to ITU-T References
	Orange
	7.1.2

	S5-054552
	Rel-6 CR 32.240 Add IOI requirements including new inter-network scenarios
	Orange
	7.1.1

	S5-054553
	Rel-6 CR 32.298 Add MM10 Charging parameters
	Orange
	7.1.2


4.2 Output Documents to the SA5 plenary

	Tdoc
	Title / Subject
	Source
	Section

	S5-054571
	Rel-6 CR 32.240 Add IOI requirements including new inter-network scenarios
	SWG-B
	7.1.1

	S5-054575
	Rel-6 CR 32.298 Add GMLC CDRs parameters description
	SWG-B
	7.1.2

	S5-054576
	Rel-6 CR 32.298 Corrections to ITU-T References
	SWG-B
	7.1.2

	S5-054577
	Rel-6 CR 32.298 Add MM10 Charging parameters
	SWG-B
	7.1.2

	S5-054578
	Rel-6 CR 32299 Correction to Reporting Reason AVP to support credit pooling
	SWG-B
	7.1.3


These documents will be sent for approval to SA5#43 plenary.

4.3 Other Input Documents

	Tdoc
	Title / Subject
	Source
	Section

	S5-054566
	Nomination of Alain Bibas (Orange) as 3GPP TSG SA5 SWGB chairman candidate
	Orange
	8.1


4.4 Other Output Documents

None.

5 Review of the last meeting report

The last meeting report from the SWG-B General RG can be found in S5-054303.  It was agreed without changes.

5.1 Action items from the last meeting

5.1.1 T-Mobile to add the substance of S5-054224 to one of their pending CRs

Not delivered due to lack of time.  AI postponed to the next meeting.  The action item remains open.

5.1.2 T-Mobile to add the substance of S5-054230 to one of their pending CRs and generally check TS 32.240 for / correct other such problems

Not delivered due to lack of time.  AI postponed to the next meeting.  The action item remains open.

5.1.3 T-Mobile to create CRs for the “other considerations” listed in 7.1.1

Not delivered due to lack of time.  AI postponed to the next meeting.  The action item remains open.

5.1.4 T-Mobile to provide the revision of S5-054279

Not delivered due to lack of time.  AI postponed to the next meeting.  The action item remains open.

5.1.5 Nortel / T-Mobile to clarify in TS 32.240 the behavior when creating CDRs from multiple ACRs containing the same information

Not delivered due to lack of time.  AI postponed to the next meeting.  The action item remains open.

5.2 Requests for SA5 action from the last meeting

At the last meeting, SA5 was requested to approve the following documents from meeting #41bis:

S5-054277:  Rel-6 CR 32.815 Correction on the use of “reference point” and “interface” – Alignment with TR 21.905.
S5-054278:  Rel-6 CR 32.296 Enhance rating for several services in a single transaction.
SA5 was further requested to approve the following documents from the last meeting
S5-054441:  Rel-6 CR 32296 Correction to scope
S5-054442:  Rel-6 CR 32.297 -- Complete remaining technical issues

S5-054452:  Rel-6 CR 32296 Correction to references

S5-054453:  Rel-6 CR 32.297 -- Corrections, alignments and additions to complete remaining technical gaps

S5-054460:  Rel-6 TS 32.298 for approval

S5-054466:  Rel-6 CR 32240 Correction to scope

S5-054467:  Rel-6 CR 32240 Correction to references
All above documents were approved by SA5 at meeting #42.
6 Liaisons with other groups

6.1 Incoming Liaisons

None.

6.2 Outgoing Liaisons

None.

7 Discussion of agenda items and contributions

This section presents the SWG-B plenary discussions and decisions on contributions pertaining to the agenda as specified in sections 3 and 4 of this report.

7.1 Rel-6 Feature “Charging Management”

7.1.1 Rel-6 TS 32.240

S5-054224r “Rel-6 CR 32.240 Well depict the entity relationship between the CDF and the CGF”.

A CR from T-Mobile was expected for this meeting that would incorporate the content of this contribution, however it was not delivered due to lack of time.  See also action item in clause 5.1.1.

The original document was closed and further action will be tracked by the action item.

Closed.  Agreed to include in T-Mobile CR for TS 32.240 expected for the next meeting based on S5-054147.

S5-054230r “Rel-6 CR 32.240 Distinguishing between reference point and interface”.

A CR from T-Mobile was expected for this meeting that would incorporate the content of this contribution, however it was not delivered due to lack of time.  See also action item in clause 5.1.2.

The original document was closed and further action will be tracked by the action item.

Closed.  Agreed to include in T-Mobile CR for TS 32.240 expected for the next meeting based on S5-054147.

S5-054552 “Rel-6 CR 32.240 Add IOI requirements including new inter-network scenarios”.

This contribution proposes to add currently missing requirements for IOI scenarios relating to roaming, call / session redirection and IOI exchange with service/content providers.  The CR was agreed with some modifications to the cover sheet (mainly “reason for change”).  The agreed CR is in S5-054571.
Closed and replaced by S5-054571.

S5-054571 “Rel-6 CR 32.240 Add IOI requirements including new inter-network scenarios”.

This is the agreed CR from S5-054552 broached above.

Closed, agreed.  Will be sent to SA5 plenary #43 for approval.

WT completion is on schedule.

7.1.2 Rel-6 TS 32.298

The TS was sent for approval to SA5#42 and subsequently to the following TSG meeting.  Version 6.0.0 of the TS can be found on the 3GPP server.

There are two carry-over contributions from the last meeting (S5-054336 and S5-054392).  Furthermore, several CRs to TS 32.298 have been submitted to this meeting and were handled by the General RG as described below.

S5-054336 Rel-6 TS 32.298 S-CSCF-Information is undefined.

This contribution proposes to add an S-CSCF information field into TS 32.298.

A few corrections were made to the syntax description of the proposed fields and a revision of the document was created as S5-054572.  This document was then assigned to the IMS RG and will be finalised and reported there.
Noted.  Revised to S5-054572 and reassigned to IMS.

S5-054392 Rel-6 32.298 Adding WLAN-CDR for WLAN 3GPP IP Access.

Resubmitted as S5-054559 to the Bearer Charging RG.

Noted.

S5-054520  “Rel-6 CR 32.298 Add GMLC CDRs parameters description”.

This CR proposes the addition of the currently missing GMLC CDR parameters to TS 32.298.  Note, this CR matches the CDR tables that are specified in LCS charging (TS 32.271).
A few small corrections were made to the document and a revised version in S5-054575 was created and agreed.

Closed and replaced by S5-054575.

S5-054524  “Rel-6 CR 32.298 Add Transaction ID in MMS CDRs”.

Witdrawn.
S5-054551  “Rel-6 CR 32.298 Corrections to ITU-T References”.

This CR removes / corrects obsolete / wrong ITU-T references from / in TS 32.298.  It was slightly modified and then agreed as S5-054576.
Closed and replaced by S5-054576.

S5-054553  “Rel-6 CR 32.298 Add MM10 Charging parameters”.

This CR is based on S5-054272r1 that was agreed at SA5#41bis.  Since that Tdoc, though agreed, was never implemented in draft TS 32.298, this CR is now needed to get the changes included in approved TS 32.298.
The document was agreed with only a few small editorial corrections as S5-054577.
Closed and replaced by S5-054577.

S5-054575 “Rel-6 CR 32.298 Add GMLC CDRs parameters description”.

This is the agreed CR from S5-054520 broached above.

Closed, agreed.  Will be sent to SA5 plenary #43 for approval.

S5-054576 “Rel-6 CR 32.298 Corrections to ITU-T References”.

This is the agreed CR from S5-054551 broached above.

Closed, agreed.  Will be sent to SA5 plenary #43 for approval.

S5-054577 “Rel-6 CR 32.298 Add MM10 Charging parameters”.

This is the agreed CR from S5-054553 broached above.

Closed, agreed.  Will be sent to SA5 plenary #43 for approval.

This part of the Rel-6 charging work remains on schedule.

7.1.3 Rel-6 TS 32.299

A few items pertaining to that specification have been identified that should be handled by the General RG rather than the IMS RG due to their generic nature.

S5-054544  “Rel-6 CR 32299 Update to reset of Quota Holding Time definition”.

This CR proposes that the Quota Holding Time timer be updated to be reset on sending a CCR in order to avoid expiry in the period of time between CCR and CCA.  The proposal further states that this be achieved by a new value of the timer that may be set based on the received value in the subsequent CCA.
It was commented that there should be no interruption of the quota holding timer between CCR and CCA, in contrast to what is proposed in the CR.  It was also queried whether the proposed procedure was necessary / beneficial for the system, and it was asked to provide further background on the technical rationale.  It was decided to further discuss the CR via email and conclude based on the output of this email discussion.

Open to further (e-)discussion.

S5-054545  “Rel-6 CR 32299 Introduction of session termination”.

This CR proposes to add the Diameter base messages Abort Session Request/Answer for the OCS control of sessions. It also adds a new usable value of Result-Code AVP to trigger the network element to terminate the session.
There was a lengthy discussion and investigation how the session abort – that was principally agreed as a requirement – should be handled, e.g. whether there were other Diameter mechanisms to achieve this.  It was suggested that the server initiated re-authorisation that is built into the DCCA, and already part of TS 32.299, should be used.  It was noted that this specific case is not described in TS 32.299 yet, and it was claimed that the TS should both describe the use case for server initiated session termination AND specify the technical solution.

Vodafone will rework the CR according to those findings and planned internal analysis.  The CR is thus rejected.

Closed, rejected.  Expect rework based on the above technical discussion.
S5-054548  “Rel-6 CR 32299 Update to Reporting Reason AVP to support credit pooling”.

The current functionality provided by the credit control application does not cover for the scenario where the credit pool no longer has sufficient credit for all rating groups that use the pool.  Therefore, a new reporting reason is added for pool exhausted that applies to the whole pool.

The CR was agreed with a few modifications to the cover sheet.  The agreed revision is in Tdoc S5-054578.
Closed and replaced by S5-054578.

S5-054578 “Rel-6 CR 32299 Correction to Reporting Reason AVP to support credit pooling”.

This is the agreed CR from S5-054548 broached above.

Closed, agreed.  Will be sent to SA5 plenary #43 for approval.

This part of the Rel-6 charging work remains on schedule.

7.2 Rel-6 WT “Interfaces to Billing Domain, Bx”

No activity occurred on this TS during the meeting.  With the e-approval of S5-054453 following the last meeting and the subsequent approval of that CR at the TSG meeting, the TS is considered complete for Rel-6.  The latest version of this TS can be found on the 3GPP server.

WT completion is on schedule.

7.3 Rel-6 WT “Online Charging System – Rating Application”

No activity occurred on this TS during the meeting.

WT completion is on schedule in general, however some open issues exist in the stage 3 description as documented by the editor notes in the draft TS.

7.4 Non-WT related technical items

7.4.1 Template for middle tier Charging TSs

S5-054279r “Draft TR 32.9xy v0.2.0 – Template for “middle tier” charging TSs”.

T-Mobile had planned to provide this update, however it could not be provided due to lack of time.  T-Mobile will continue to place higher priority onto the outstanding CRs on TS 32.240 so that this TR may be further postponed.  Target approval date for the TR is SA5#43, which gives another SA5 meetings to complete it in SWG-B.

Postponed.  To be revised with the plan to sent it to SA5#43 for approval, if agreed.

8 Any other business

8.1 SWG-B chair nominations

As reported at the last meeting, the SWG-B chair and RG rapporteur will step down and leave SA5 at the end of SA5#43.  Guidance from SA5 asks that all SWG-B leader positions be renewed at this point in time, and that the group should reach consensus and recommend one nominee per position (one chair and two vice chair) until the SA5 plenary at meeting #43.

It was decided by the SA5 leaders at their last meeting that the process for SWG leader nominations should stay rather informal, i.e. no formal letter of support from the nominee’s company is needed.  The minimal and only formal requirement for a nomination is to send a nomination email to the SA5 chair.  SWG-B agreed that such emails shall also be copied onto the SWG-B reflector.

Currently, there are two nominations for SWG-B chair (Alain Bibas, Orange and Patrik Teppo, Ericsson) and one nomination for vice chair (Nick Mazzarella, Lucent) that fulfil the above requirements.  Further nominations are being considered by delegates but cannot be disclosed at this time due to pending company approval.
The formal SWG-B chair nomination letter for Alain Bibas in S5-054566 was noted.
S5-054566 “Draft TR 32.9xy v0.2.0 – Template for “middle tier” charging TSs”.

According to the SA5 leaders, a simple email is considered sufficient for SWG leader nominations.  Obviously, the submission of this letter also meets that requirement.
Noted.
8.2 SWG-B Rel-7 Terms of Reference and Work Plan
At the last SA5 leader’s meeting two weeks ago, it had been decided that SWG-B should look into its terms of reference for REl-7.  The SWG-B chair stated that also initial proposals for the Rel-7 work plan should be developed as soon as possible, drawing special attention to the new WI management procedure established by the SA chair.
There are considerations – at this point driven mainly by T-Mobile - to add non-charging topics to SWG-B’s Rel-7 charter.  These topics address the business management area, as does charging, and are supposed to draw on the essence, and continue, from earlier SWG-A work items concerning subscription management.

The SWG-B chair invited (primarily)the  rapporteurs to consider WIDs updates for Rel-7 until the next meeting.  Also the T-Mobile plan to add subscription management aspects to SWG-B’s Rel-7 work was addressed with that call.  Initial proposals will be discussed later during this SWG-B meeting if time allows after all RG sessions are finalised and closed.
9 Scheduling of future meetings

The next SWG-B meeting is scheduled from 29th  August – 2nd September 2005 in Bordeaux, France, hosted by EF3.  This is a SA5 meeting with a full plenary. Thus, there will be 13 quarters available for SWG-B work plus 2 quarters for plenary preparation / SWG-B work as needed.  Details on allocation of meeting quarters to rapporteur sessions will be proposed by the SWG-B chair in S5-054700 (agenda/timeline) in due time, based on the agenda items and available contributions.

10 Adjournment

The meeting was closed at 17:52 hrs local time on Monday, 11th July 2005.

Annex A

Requests for SA5 action

None as this is a –bis meeting.  The output documents from this meeting will be sent to SA5 plenary #43.
Annex B

Action items from this meeting (SA5#42bis)

Unless stated otherwise, the action items are for the next following meeting.

1. T-Mobile to add the substance of S5-054224 to one of their pending CRs (5.1.1).

2. T-Mobile to add the substance of S5-054230 to one of their pending CRs and generally check the TS for / correct other such problems (5.1.2).

3. T-Mobile to create CRs for the “other considerations” listed in 7.1.1 of S5-054103 (5.1.3).

4. T-Mobile to provide the revision of S5-054279 (5.1.4).
5. Nortel / T-Mobile to clarify in TS 32.240 the behaviour when creating CDRs from multiple ACRs containing the same information (5.1.5).

6. Vodafone / all to moderate / conduct an email discussion on S5-054544 (7.1.3).

7. Vodafone will rework the CR in S5-054545 according to those findings and planned internal analysis (7.1.3).
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