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1
Decision/action requested

Determine whether compatibility between TS versions is really necessary

If SA5 determines that TS version compatibility is necessary SA5 to identify a preferred mechanism for documenting the compatible versions.
2
References

(Reference - in list form - should be made to previous SA5/3GPP/etc. documents.)

3
Rationale

A discussion document was provided at the last SA5 41bis meeting to remove the tight version coupling that has been made between Information Service specifications and solutions sets and xml schema definitions.

Lucent re states its view that this version compatibility control results in excessive administrative effort, and of little value in the deployment of networks.

The current wording in the scope sections of IS specifications is 

" This Solution Set specification is related to 3GPP TS 32.622 V6.2.X"

Note that currently no statement or assurance is made about inter-working or compatibility.
When ever a development is started, there is an assumption that the latest available versions of TSs should be used. These are expected to evolve and change during the products life.

Lucent understanding is that the management of this is a matter for contract negotiation. 3GPP does not currently provide a guarantee the compatibility between TSs at particular versions, or will 3GPP accept liability in the event that any assertions about inter working is found to be incorrect ?.

Lucent would prefer to remove this specification version information.

SA5 41bis delegates stated that IS specifications provide important semantic information, which can be version dependant. i.e. some combination of IS version and SS version will not inter work.

and is not necessarily a simple matter of using the latest versions available after an SA plenary.

To fulfil the action placed on Lucent at the last meeting a number of possible options are provided in the following sub clauses

4 Possible Options


4.1
Do Nothing

This would be the opposite of SA and SA5 chair direction.

The existing close tie between versions being maintained, and encourage a number of unnecessary CRs to be reviewed and processed.

4.2
Remove Versioning from the TSs

In this proposal 3GPP is absolved from defining the compatibility and version issues between IS and SS.

A working assumption is made that it should be to the latest specification versions in the release.

However actual version deployed make this a network operator . Equipment supplier issues subject to a contract.

3GPP is not to become involved in any contractual negotiations or considerations.

4.3
Create a new Versioning / Compatibility TS.

A draft example of contents is given below.

If SA5 is to create a version compatibility matrix, then each TS will have to have a statement of what it is compatible with. This will allow IS to different SS compatibility, and SS to IS version compatibility to be deduced.

It is questioned if this will really be worth the maintenance effort ?.

4.3.1 Example contents

Note that the following tables use existing information in the TSs.
The intent being to provide some way of showing the Requirement to IS, IS to SS, SS to IS versioning compatibility.

This has been provided solely for providing a documentation mechanism. Some evaluation of compatibility criteria will be needed if the compatibility assurance form 3GPP has some form of legal implication.

TS 32.621
Telecommunication management; Configuration Management (CM); Generic network resources Integration Reference Point (IRP);

	Version 
	Compatible With

	v6.0.0
	TS 32.622

V6.0.0

V6.1.0

V6.2.0

V6.3.0

V6.3.1

V.6.4.0


TS 32.622 

Telecommunication management; Configuration Management (CM); Generic network resources Integration Reference Point (IRP): Network Resource Model (NRM)

	Version 
	Compatible With

	V6.0.0
	TS 32.623

v6.0.x

	V6.1.0
	TS 32.623

v6.1.x

TS 32.624

v6.1.x

	V6.2.0
	TS 32.623

v6.2.x

v6.3.x

	V6.3.0
	TS 32.623

v6.4.0

TS 32.624

v6.1.x


TS 32.623
Telecommunication management; Configuration Management (CM); Generic network resources Integration Reference Point (IRP): Common Object Request Broker Architecture (CORBA) Solution Set (SS)
	Version 
	Compatible With

	V6.0.0
	TS 32.622 v6.0.X

	V6.1.0
	TS 32.622 v6.1.X.

	V6.2.0
	TS 32.622 v6.2.X.

	V6.3.0
	TS 32.622 v6.2.X

	V.6.4.0
	TS 32.622 v6.3.X


TS 32.624
Telecommunication management; Configuration Management (CM); Generic network resources: Integration Reference Point (IRP): Common Management Information Protocol (CMIP) Solution Set (SS)
	Version 
	Compatible With

	V6.0.0
	TS 32.622 V6.1.X

	V6.1.0
	TS32.622 V6.3.X


TS 32.625
Telecommunication management; Configuration Management (CM); Generic network resources Integration Reference Point (IRP): Bulk CM eXtensible Markup Language (XML) file format definition
	Version 
	Compatible With

	V6.0.0
	TS 32.622 V6.0.X

	V6.1.0
	32.622 V6.0.X

	V6.2.0
	TS 32.622 V6.2.X

	V6.3.0
	TS 32.622 V6.3.X

	V6.4.0
	TS 32.622 V6.3.X


