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1
Decision/action requested

· Identify agreements to amend the templates and style guides at a future SA5 meeting in order to



Removing IS to SS versioning dependence
                                   Identify Special Significant text strings
2
Discussion

2.1 General rules for Solution Sets

The rules for solution sets are defined in TS 32.150 Annex A3 copied below for convenience.
The following rule enforces a specific version of IS which has to be used by a solution set.

A.3
Referenced Information Service (IS) specification

A sentence shall be included in the clause "Scope" of all Solution Set specifications. The sentence shall read as follows:

"This Solution Set specification is related to Z".

where Z is the 3GPP Information Service (IS) specification number including the version, such as "TS 32.111-2 V4.1.X" for the case of Alarm Integration Reference Point (IRP): Information Service.

NOTE:
that "X", rather than the actual digit, is actually used in the sentence. This is because the value of X is not relevant for the reference purpose since different values of X identify different 3GPP published specifications that reflect only minor editorial changes.

2.2 SS Issues and Problems

A. The problem which is a cause for concern is that it should be a vendors choice how and when to move to an upgraded version of an information service.
Some situations may require that the latest version of a solution set is used without necessarily upgrading to the latest version of the information service.
i.e. it cannot always be assumed that such clearly defined absolute version of the information service has to be used in all situations. This is dependant upon deployed systems, and the nature of the modification made to the IS.


B. The second problem is that specifying versions in this manner builds in a close coupling between solution sets and the IS. If the IS changes, which does not need a change to the solution set the solution set also has to be changed to point to the latest IS version.
In making this close version relationship there is more overhead and time which has to be expended in specification maintenance. This also inflates the number of CRs being produced, distorting the CR metrics,  and reflecting in a bad way on SA5 should anyone use the number of CRs as a quality measure. 
Proposal:- It is proposed that the version of the IS is not referenced and the template is amended accordingly.

2.3 Information service Issues

The information service is defined by a template in TS 32.151.

TS 32.151 Clause 4 defines the font types to use to highlights specific types of data in information service specifications. The table is copied below:-

	Item
	Font

	Class names
	Courier

	Attribute names
	Courier

	Operation names
	Courier

	Parameter names
	Courier

	Assertion names
	Courier

	Notification names
	Courier

	Exception names
	Courier

	State names
	Arial

	Enumerated values
	Arial


 A number of efforts have been made to align the ISs with these font types in previous contributions.

This alignment takes a deal of effort and is  tedious to re apply after something happens to "undo" the alignment effort.

e.g. autoformat ( word Format-> Autoformat)
This problem may arises when a specification prior to publication is  sent to edit help for a "clean up".
 IF the 3GPP paragraph styles (TS 21.801 drafting rules) are re asserted (as they will be by edit help – who need to provide documents aligned to the TS drafting rules), most if not all of the specific font style applications are overwritten.

I conclude that this is not a satisfactory way of marking text which has of special interest or significance.

Proposal

The IS template is amended to remove the  usage of any fonts, which are not part of the usual 3GPP / ETSI provided document template styles,  to identify special character strings in the document.

A technique is required which survives the typical edit help operation to re align to the 3GPP specified and supplied paragraph styles.

e.g. 


Usage of  markers which could be



"SpecialString"



<special String>



<<Special String>>

End of Document

