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0 Preface

The SWG-B General RG deals with

· organisational and other non-technical aspects of the SWG;

· all technical aspects that cannot be attributed to one of the SWG-B rapporteur groups (Bearer/Service/IMS Charging).  This item mainly encompasses the OCS work (TR 32.815 and TS 32.296);

· cross-rapporteur group technical items, i.e. covering more than one of the RGs.  This item encompasses the overall charging architecture (TS 32.240), the work on the Bx interface (TS 32.297) and the global CDR parameter and syntax description (TS 32.298).

1 Call to order

The meeting was called to order at 08:45 hrs local time on Monday 24th January, 2005.

2 Participant registration

16 delegates attended the meeting.  The list of participants can be found in Annex C.

3 Approval of the agenda / timeline

After receiving a revision of TS 32.272 as late contribution S5-054158, the document assignment for the SC RG was modified by replacing S5-054015r with this new document.  Also, the omission of documents S5-054115 and S5-054119, both assigned to the General RG, was corrected.  With this update, the agenda / timeline of the overall SWG-B meeting (including all RGs) was agreed.

As usual, adaptations of the SWG-B timeline during the meeting will be possible at the group’s discretion.

4 Registration of Documents

Contributions that were broached and closed during this meeting are highlighted in green in the tables below.  Documents that were discussed but not closed are highlighted in grey.  Discussion and conclusions of all such highlighted documents are presented in section 7 of this report.

Non-highlighted documents have not been broached at all during the meeting, implying that no discussion of these documents is found in section 7ff.

4.1 Input Documents

Tdoc
Title / Subject
Source
Section

S5-044703
SWG-B #40 General RG report
Chair
5, 5.1.x

S5-044719
CHARGING, OAM & SuM in Work_plan_3gpp_rel6_041029
MCC
8

S5-044743
Rel-6 CR 32.298 IOI description in the roaming case
Orange
7.1.2

S5-044775
Final dissemination of information in landscape report
OMA MCC
6.1

S5-054009
OMA-MCC-2005-0001-Socialisation_Architecture_split_liaison_3GPP_3GPP2
OMA-MCC-2005-0001
6.1

S5-054012
Invitation to Joint session #2 OMA MCC, 3GPP SA5 SWGB and 3GPP2 TSG X on Charging, Saturday 29 Jan 2004 in Frankfurt, Germany
OMA-MCC-2004-0190r2
7.4.1

S5-054115
Middle tier TS template
T-Mobile
7.4.2

S5-054119
Rel-6 CR 32.240 Termination Actions
Nortel
7.1.1

S5-054122
Rel-6 CR 32.240 Credit pooling
Nortel
7.1.1

S5-054127
Rel-6 CR 32296-600 Enhance rating for several services
Nokia
7.3

S5-054132
Alignment of Re AVPs in TS 32.296
Nokia
7.3

S5-054141
Rel-6 TS 32.298 Correction to ASN.1 for data services
Siemens
7.1.2

S5-054145
Rel-6 CR 32.240 - editorial corrections and alignments
T-Mobile
7.1.1

S5-054146
Rel-6 CR 32.240 - error corrections (part1)
T-Mobile
7.1.1

S5-054147
Rel-6 CR 32.240 - error corrections (part2)
T-Mobile
7.1.1

S5-054151
General principles of charging for OMA enablers
S5-050015 / OMA-MCC-2004-0186R01
6.1

S5-054157
Split of Architectural charging elements among 3GPP 3GPP2
S5-050031 / OMA-MCC-2005-0001
6.1

4.2 Output Documents to the SA5 plenary

Tdoc
Title / Subject
Source
Section

S5-054159
Rel-6 CR 32.240 - Correction of editorial errors and misalignments
SWG-B
7.1.1

S5-054160
Rel-6 CR 32.240 - Error corrections & clarifications
SWG-B
7.1.1

S5-054161
Rel-6 CR 32.240 Credit pooling
SWG-B
7.1.1

S5-054162
Rel-6 CR 32.240 Termination Actions
SWG-B
7.1.1

S5-054163
Draft TR 32.9xy:  Charging Middle Tier TS Template
SWG-B
7.4.2

4.3 Other Input Documents

None.

4.4 Other Output Documents

None.

5 Review of the last meeting report

The last meeting report from the SWG-B General RG can be found in S5-044703.  It was agreed with a few corrections (meeting number, date in 2nd action item, participants list, editorial/punctuation), see  S5-054703r1.

5.1 Action items from the last meeting

5.1.1 All to review the OMA m-commerce landscape report and provide comments until 02 December
This action item is related to Tdoc S5-044775, an LS with the landscape report attached.  The review was performed with no issues identified by SWG-B delegates.  This preliminary result was conveyed to OMA MCC by the SWG-B chair upon his participation at the OMA MCC meeting in December 2004.  Concerning the official response to the LS in S5-044775 refer to section 6.1.  The action item is closed.

5.1.2 T-Mobile to check if they can host a Telco on the 6th or 7th December
This AI would apply only if the previous AI (5.1.1) created issues for SWG-B to resolve.  As this was not the case, the AI is void and therefore closed.

5.2 Requests for SA5 action from the last meeting

The following requests to SA5 were made from the last SWG-B General session.

· to approve LSout S5-044777 “Response LS to ATIS TMOC on Announcement of New Standards Work: VoIP Accounting Management“;

· to approve TS S5-044778 “ OCS – TS 32.296 v1.12.0” and forward it to TSG SA for approval;

· to approve WIDS S5-044779 Revised Rel-6 WID Feature CH.
All above requests were granted by SA5 and TS 32.296 was subsequently approved by SA, creating version 6.0.0 of the specification.

6 Liaisons with other groups

6.1 Incoming Liaisons

S5-044775 “Final dissemination of information in landscape report” from OMA MCC.

This LS asks SWG-B to provide feedback on the OMA m-commerce landscape report, especially if there are any issues that would prevent its publication as a document endorsed by all addressed standards bodies, one of them being SA5.  SWG-B delegates had reviewed the landscape document with no issues found, this had been conveyed to OMA MCC; see description of corresponding AIs in sections 5.1.1 and 5.1.2 above.

SWG-B confirms that no issues are identified in the landscape report from SWG-B perspective.  The SWG-B chair will clarify with SA5 leaders whether an official LS response is needed and, if so, draft a LS for the SA5 plenary.  Otherwise SWG-B’s conclusion will be passed by email or at the Joint Workshop (see S5-054012).

Editor’s note: it was concluded with the SA5 chair that no formal LS response is needed.

Closed.  Noted, no reply necessary.

S5-054009 “OMA-MCC-2005-0001-Socialisation_Architecture_split_liaison_3GPP_3GPP2”

This document is re-registered as S5-054157, see below.

Closed.  Replaced by S5-054157.

S5-054151 “General principles of charging for OMA enablers”.
This LS states that OMA MCC see their responsibility of specifying charging for OMA service enablers other than PoC.  It also states OMA MCC’s interest to continue a constructive dialog with SWG-B and 3GPP2 TSG-X.

There was some concern raised in the group about OMA developing charging specifications that interrelate with SA5’s, and what this would imply for the existing charging specifications, especially the 32.29x series and 32.240.  It was acknowledged that each group can proceed by creating work items that touch the other group’s future or previous work, however, a practical and pragmatic way of co-operation and avoidance of overlap should be sought.  It was agreed to propose this issue for the agenda of the upcoming workshop with OMA MCC and 3GPP2, under the “work split” agenda item.  The SWG-B chair team will send an email to MCC to that avail.

Closed.  Noted, no reply necessary.

S5-054157 “Split of Architectural charging elements among 3GPP 3GPP2”.

In the September 25, 2004 joint SWG-B / OMA MCC / 3GPP2 workshop an action was taken by OMA MCC to address a mapping of architectural elements of 3GPP/2 to the OMA OSE. This mapping has been developed and is included with this liaison statement.  SWG-B is asked to review and comment on the mapping.

It was noted that the mapping includes additional functional components (especially the “OMA charging function”) whose intent and functionality is not fully clear to SWG-B.  It was proposed to discuss this topic in the upcoming joint workshop (again under “work split”), this proposal will be added to the email agreed above (see LSin S5-054151).

Closed.  Noted, no reply necessary.

6.2 Outgoing Liaisons

None.

7 Discussion of agenda items and contributions

This section presents the SWG-B plenary discussions and decisions on contributions pertaining to the agenda as specified in sections 3 and 4 of this report.

7.1 Rel-6 Feature “Charging Management”

7.1.1 Draft Rel-6 TS 32.240

S5-054119 “ Rel-6 CR 32.240 Termination Actions ”.
This CR fulfils an earlier agreement of the group to have “termination actions” added in the description of the online charging procedures in TS 32.240.  This feature allows the OCS (credit control server) to direct the network / service element (credit control client) as to its behaviour on quota expiry.  The CR was agreed with minor editorial changes, see S5-054162.

Closed.  Agreed as per output document S5-054162.

S5-054122 “Rel-6 CR 32.240 Credit pooling”.
This is another CR based on an earlier agreement in the group to have the concept of credit pooling described in TS 32.240.  This CR adds the corresponding description to the current placeholder clause in the TS.  The CR was agreed with a few editorial changes, see S5-054161.

Closed.  Agreed as per output document S5-054161.

S5-054145 “Rel-6 CR 32.240 - editorial corrections and alignments”.
This CR corrects multiple editorial errors and misalignment, e.g. changes in the references, abbreviations, symbols, etc. caused by the work progress on the middle tier charging TSs.  In particular:

· Correction / completion of references, definitions, abbreviations and symbols.

· Move text to correct clause for proper context.

· Align / harmonise spelling of terms.

· Correct formatting, spelling, punctuation and word placement errors.

· Add missing description / explanation.

The CR was agreed with some editorial changes, including a change of its title to “Correction of editorial errors and misalignments”; see S5-054159.

Closed.  Agreed as per output document S5-054159.

S5-054146 “Rel-6 CR 32.240 - error corrections (part1)”.
This CR corrects several substance errors, ambiguities and misalignments in the TS up to, and including clause 5.1 of the TS.  In particular:

· Clarify the task of the Rating Function and Re reference point information.

· Correct errors, inconsistencies and ambiguities in description of “Charging data generation and quota supervision”.

The CR was agreed with some editorial changes, including a change of its title to “Error corrections & clarifications”; see S5-054160.

Closed.  Agreed as per output document S5-054160.

S5-054147 “Rel-6 CR 32.240 - error corrections (part2)”.
This document was supposed to correct errors, ambiguities and misalignments in TS 32.240 from clause 5.2 to the end of the TS.  However, it was not available due to lack of time on the side of the author.  It is planned to submit this CR to a later meeting.

Withdrawn.  To be submitted to SA5#41bis or SA5#42.

WT completion is on schedule.

7.1.2 Draft Rel-6 TS 32.298

The TS was sent for information to TSG meeting #23.  Version 1.0.0 of the TS can be found on the 3GPP server. The incorporation of remaining open items are documented in the report from the last meetings. The TS editor plans to provide a new draft as soon as possible.

The following new contributions to TS 32.298 have been received in relation to proposals for changes to the description of IOI and modifications to the ASN.1 code of the CS data services.  The substance of the changes is discussed in the IMS and BC RGs based on CRs against TS 32.225 / 32.260 and 32.205, respectively.  Refer to the IMS and BC RG reports in S5-054105 and S5-054104.

S5-044743 Rel-6 CR 32.298 IOI description in the roaming case.

This CR proposes to change the description of the IOI in order to better cover the roaming case.  The change was agreed and it was found that it is in fact independent of the related substance changes proposed in the IMS CRs S5-044741 and S5-054742.  Therefore it was decided to accept this proposal to change TS 32.298 with no further reservation with respect to IMS RG session results.

Agreed.  Will be included in the next draft of TS 32.298.

S5-054141 Rel-6 TS 32.298 Correction to ASN.1 for data services.

This CR proposes changes to the ASN.1 code of the CS data services.  Only the correctness of the code was examined, as the substance of the change will be dealt with in the BC RG based on CRs S5-054139 / S5-054140.  From that perspective, the proposal was found acceptable, however, due to its dependence on the BC CRs it was decided to agree or disagree the change in line with the respective BC RG results on S5-054139 /  S5-054140.

Editor’s note: the related BC CRs were agreed, hence the proposal of Tdoc S5-054141 is accepted.

Agreed.  As per the above result and the BC RG conclusions, this change will be included in TS 32.298.

This part of the Rel-6 charging work remains on schedule.

7.2 Rel-6 WT “Interfaces to Billing Domain, Bx”

The TS produced under this WT, TS 32.297, was approved by SA at TSG meeting #23.  The latest version of this TS can be found on the 3GPP server.

The remaining open items are documented in the report from the last meeting and inline in the TS as well as on the TS submission cover sheet in S5-044155.  CRs to close these gaps are expected in the next few meetings.

WT completion is on schedule.

7.3 Rel-6 WT “Online Charging System – Rating Application”

S5-054127 “Rel-6 CR 32296-600 Enhance rating for several services”.

This CR aims to implement the changes presented at SA5#40 in discussion paper S5-044749 which was principally agreed at that meeting.  However, the CR raises the issue of whether a different organisation of AVPs in terms of grouping and also the reuse of existing AVPs should be examined further.  Also, agreeing the CR would result in completely different formats of the Re messages depending on whether a single service or multiple services are included in the request / response.  Two options were discussed to proceed on this issue.

1. Have two different messages (Diameter commands) for each Re transaction, one for handling single services and one for handling multiple services.

2. Specify a single grouped AVP that contains all rating relevant parameters.  This would result in having one occurrence of that AVP for handling single services and mutiple occurrences of the AVP when multiple services are handled in the Re transaction, i.e. use of the same message for both cases.  It would also imply the removal of all rating AVPs from the command level, as they would be included in the above grouped AVP.

The group agreed to the second proposal.  Note, the same approach has been adopted for the service specific parameters in the middle tier TSs.  Nokia will provide a revised CR along that line for SA5#41bis.

Closed.  To be replaced by a revised CR at the next meeting.

S5-054132 “ Alignment of Re AVPs in TS 32.296”.

As the Ro and Re interfaces should be aligned to achieve optimal prepaid functionality, all identical information elements should use same AVPs whenever possible.  All overlapping AVP definitions should be removed.  It is proposed to perform an evaluation of the AVPs used in TS 32.296 and produce a CR for optimisation purposes.  Particularly the following AVPs are listed as candidates for such alignments:

· AllowedUnits AVP
replaced with
Granted-Service-Unit AVP (DCCA)

· BasicPrice and Price AVPs
replaced with
Cost-Information AVP (DCCA)

· CosumedUnits AVP
replaced with
Used-Service-Unit AVP (DCCA)

· ConsumedUnitsAfterTariffSwitch AVP
replaced with 
Used-Service-Unit AVP (DCCA)

· RequestedUnits AVP
replaced with 
Requested-Service-Unit AVP (DCCA)

· TariffSwitchTime AVP
replaced with
Tariff-Time-Change AVP (DCCA) 

The group agreed to the proposal for such an investigation with the aim of having CRs at SA5#41bis and/or SA5#42.  Nokia volunteered to perform the investigation until the next meeting.

Closed.  A contribution that provides the result of the above investigation is expected at the next meeting..

WT completion is on schedule in general, however some open issues exist in the stage 3 description as documented by the editor notes in the draft TS.

7.4 Non-WT related technical items

7.4.1 Joint Activities with OMA-MCC and 3GPP2 TSG-X

S5-054012 Invitation to Joint session #2 OMA MCC, 3GPP SA5 SWGB and 3GPP2 TSG X on Charging, Saturday 29 Jan 2004 in Frankfurt, Germany.

This document contains the invitation to the joint charging workshop of SWG-B with OMA MCC and 3GPP2 TSG-X.  It also provides an agenda proposal and logistics information for the meeting.

SWG-B delegates participating in the meeting have registered as required.  The meeting agenda is generally agreed, and a proposal to assign documents to the meeting agenda has been agreed with the incoming LSs, see section 6.1.  Note that also in the SC RG session, documents have been proposed for the work shop (another LS and the PoC charging TS, 32.272).

Closed.  Noted.

7.4.2 Template for middle tier Charging TSs

S5-054115 Middle tier TS template.

This contribution contains an update of the middle tier TS template maintained by the SWG-B chair.  Multiple changes are proposed based on the passed work on the TSs that use the template.  Special attention was drawn to the addition of new subclauses in clause 6 based on the discussion of the PoC charging TS at SA5#40bis.  The contribution also contains multiple editorial corrections.  A separate document is provided with middle tier TS drafting rules to assist future TS editors.

The group agreed the proposed update.  It was then decided to publish the template as a TR in the 32.9xy number range in order to increase its visibility both inside SA5 and beyond, see S5-054163.  The SWG-B chair will produce the TR draft for direct submission to the SA5 plenary.

Agreed.  Will be proposed as a TR to the SA5 plenary.

S5-054163  TR 32.9xy:  Middle tier charging TS template.

This document contains the TR as discussed above.  The “TR drafting rules” document is also added as an annex of the TR.

Agreed.  Proposed to SA plenary for approval.

8 Any other business

S5-044719 CHARGING, OAM & SuM in Work_plan_3gpp_rel6_041029

This document from MCC proposes a restructuring of the SWG-B work items by attaching them, where possible, to the related “master” WIs e.g. in SA2, for example the WLAN charging WT to the 3GPP WLAN feature instead of having it under the “Bearer Charging” BB located within the CH feature.  At SA5#40, the SWG-B chair had advised against this change as it would fall into the end of Rel-6, therefore the effort would not be justified.  This was agreed by SA5, hence the document can be closed.  The proposal should be revisited for Rel-7.

Closed.  Should be revisited when the Rel-7 charging work plan is devised.

9 Scheduling of future meetings

The next SWG-B meeting is scheduled from 14th March – 18th March 2005 in Sophia Antipolis, France, hosted by ETSI.  This is a SA5 meeting with no full plenary. Thus, there will be 18 - 20 quarters available for SWG-B work.  Details on allocation of meeting quarters to rapporteur sessions will be proposed by the SWG-B chair in S5-054200 (agenda/timeline) in due time, based on the agenda items and available contributions.

10 Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 15:30 hrs local time on Monday, 24th January 2005.

Annex A

Requests for SA5 action

SA5 is requested to approve the following document:

S5-054159 “Rel-6 CR 32.240 - Correction of editorial errors and misalignments“.

S5-054160 “Rel-6 CR 32.240 - Error corrections & clarifications“.

S5-054161 “Rel-6 CR 32.240 Credit pooling“.

S5-054162 “Rel-6 CR 32.240 Termination Actions“.

S5-054163 “Draft TR 32.9xy: Middle Tier Charging TS Template”.

Annex B

Action items from this meeting (SA5#41)

Unless stated otherwise, the action items are for the next following meeting.

1. SWG-B chair team to send email asap to OMA MCC on Joint Session agenda (6.1).

2. Nokia to provide an update of CR S5-054127 (7.3).

3. Nokia to perform an investigation for AVP alignment in TS 32.296 (7.3).
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