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0 Preface

The SWG-B General RG deals with

· organisational and other non-technical aspects of the SWG;

· all technical aspects that cannot be attributed to one of the SWG-B rapporteur groups (Bearer/Service/IMS Charging).  This item mainly encompasses the OCS work (TR 32.815 and TS 32.296);

· cross-rapporteur group technical items, i.e. covering more than one of the RGs.  This item encompasses the overall charging architecture (TS 32.240), the work on the Bx interface (TS 32.297) and the global CDR parameter and syntax description (TS 32.298).

1 Call to order

The meeting was called to order at 08:45 hrs local time on Monday 15th November, 2004.

2 Participant registration

11 delegates attended the meeting.  The list of participants can be found in Annex C.

3 Approval of the agenda / timeline

With the addition of S5-044776, to be supplied by the beginning of the IMS session, the agenda/timeline of the overall SWG-B meeting (including all RGs) was agreed as proposed in S5-044700d2.  (Note, two obsolete LSs were also removed from agenda/timeline at the start of the IMS meeting.).  As usual, adaptations of the SWG-B timeline during the meeting will be possible at the group’s discretion.

4 Registration of Documents

Contributions that were broached and closed during this meeting are highlighted in green in the tables below.  Documents that were discussed but not closed are highlighted in grey.  Discussion and conclusions of all such highlighted documents are presented in section 7 of this report.

Non-highlighted documents have not been broached at all during the meeting, implying that no discussion of these documents is found in section 7ff.

4.1 Input Documents

Tdoc
Title / Subject
Source
Section

S5-044603
SWG-B #39bis General RG report
Chair
5, 5.1.x

S5-044618
Reply LS to SA5 on Assignment of the Diameter codes and identifiers
N4-041123
6.1

S5-044709
Rel-6 WID Feature CH
MCC
8.2.2

S5-044714
Revised to S5-044718 -- LS from ATIS TMOC to SA5 on Announcement of New Standards Work: VoIP Accounting Management NE/OSS Interface (TMOC Issues 57 and 58)
TMOC
6.1

S5-044717
TS 32.298 ‘Definition of parameter PS Furnish Charging Information’
Telefonica Moviles
7.1.2

S5-044718
Revision of S5-044714 LS from ATIS TMOC to SA5 on Announcement of New Standards Work: VoIP Accounting Management NE/OSS Interface (TMOC Issues 57 and 58)
TMOC
6.1

S5-044719
CHARGING, OAM & SuM in Work_plan_3gpp_rel6_041029
MCC
8.2.3

S5-044720
Specs and reports to upgrade to Rel-6
MCC
8.1

S5-044721
OCS TS 32.296 V1.11
Amdocs
7.3

S5-044743
Rel-6 CR 32.298 IOI description in the roaming case
Orange
7.1.2

S5-044749
Rel-6 32.296 Discussion paper – rating for several services in a single transaction
Nokia
7.3

S5-044770
revised S5-044709 Rel-6 WID Feature CH - to Add new TS on MBMS charging
MCC
8.2.2

S5-044775
Final dissemination of information in landscape report
OMA MCC
6.1, 7.4.1

4.2 Output Documents to the SA5 plenary

Tdoc
Title / Subject
Source
Section

S5-044777
Response LS to ATIS TMOC on Announcement of New Standards Work: VoIP Accounting Management
SWG-B
6.2

S5-044778
OCS TS 32.296 V1.12
SWG-B
7.3

S5-044779
Revised Rel-6 WID Feature CH
SWG-B
8.2.2

4.3 Other Input Documents

None.

4.4 Other Output Documents

None.

5 Review of the last meeting report

The last meeting report from the SWG-B General RG can be found in S5-044603.  It was agreed without changes.

5.1 Action items from the last meeting

5.1.1 The editors of TS 32.299/TS 32.296 will draft the reply LS to CN4
Refer to the discussion of LSin S5-044618 in section 6.1.  Although there was no contribution, the action item is closed with the results as presented in section 6.1.

5.1.2 T-Mobile and Amdocs to complete the parameter and message definitions
This work is progressing according to schedule – a new contribution has been received in S5-044721.  Another contribution from Nokia was received in S5-044749.  These contributions are discussed in detail in section 7.3 of this report.  The AI is closed.

5.1.3 WI rapporteurs to update the Rel-6 WID

It was clarified that this is not needed for the WT level work items.  A proposal for updating the feature and WT level work items relevant to the General RG can be found in S5-044709, S5-044719 and S5-044770.  These are discussed in detail in section 8.2.2 and 8.2.3 of this report.  The AI is closed.

5.2 Requests for SA5 action from the last meeting

The following requests to SA5 were made from the last SWG-B General session.

S5-044653 “LS on the Relationship of 3GPP SA5 Rel-5 and Rel-6 Charging Specifications“ to 3GPP2 TSG-X, for plenary approval.  The LS was approved and sent via MCC.

S5-044658 “LS regarding “Joint OMA 3GPP 3GPP2 Workshop” Charging Architecture mapping and Work Split aspects “ to OMA MCC and 3GPP2 TSG-X, for plenary approval.  The LS was approved and sent via MCC.

6 Liaisons with other groups

6.1 Incoming Liaisons

S5-044618 “Reply LS to SA5 on Assignment of the Diameter codes and identifiers”

This LS had been postponed at the last meeting and an action item assigned to draft a response (see also section 5.1.1).  However, it was found that a response is not needed according to the action requested in the LS.

Closed.  Noted, no reply necessary.

S5-044714 “Revised to S5-044718 -- LS from ATIS TMOC to SA5 on Announcement of New Standards Work: VoIP Accounting Management NE/OSS Interface (TMOC Issues 57 and 58)”.

Note, TMOC stands for “Telecom Management and Operations Committee” and is the successor of the T1M1 OAM&P Committee within ATIS.  There is a revision of the LS in S5-044718, so there was no further discussion of S5-044714.

Closed.  Noted, no reply necessary.

S5-044718 “Revised to S5-044718 -- LS from ATIS TMOC to SA5 on Announcement of New Standards Work: VoIP Accounting Management NE/OSS Interface (TMOC Issues 57 and 58).

The purpose of this correspondence is to inform numerous standards bodies, including SA5, that TMOC have accepted to start work regarding “VoIP Accounting Management NE/OSS Interface”.  Two “issues” have been assigned to the TMOC AIP (Architecture, Interfaces and Protocols, formerly T1M1.5) Subcommittee, as follows:

Issue 57:  There is a need for an American National Standard regarding the accounting interface between VoIP-handling network and service elements and OSS/BSS.  The suggested solution is to produce an ANS using IPDR.org specifications as the starting point and for base information, including and harmonize other accounting management models and interfaces as appropriate.

Issue 58: There is a need for an ITU-T Recommendation  regarding the accounting interface between VoIP-handling network and service elements and OSS/BSS.  The suggested solution is to produce an ITU-T Recommendation using the related ANS as the starting point and for base information. Include and harmonize other accounting management models and interfaces as appropriate.
The addressed standards bodies are invited to contribute to the work and to participate in TMOC AIP’s “virtual meetings”  Formal liaison / correspondence is also welcomed.

SWG-B concludes that already all necessary functions and interfaces to cover VoIP services are specified in 3GPP Rel-6 charging standards.  VoIP can be covered in IMS charging and GPRS / WLAN charging via FBC, the latter (FBC) either with or without combination with IMS.  Due to the generic nature of the Rel-6 functions and interfaces, these could be reused by other standards bodies, e.g. TMOC, as it is already the case with OMA (with Ga as a 3G specific exception, to be extended to a general interface solution in Rel-7).  SWG-B would offer a check of its TSs, specifically IMS and the FBC parts in PS and WLAN charging, on the basis of TMOC’s particular requirements.  In addition, functional enhancements are being discussed for FBC that would make it even suit better the needs of VoIP services (see discussion of starting / stopping time based charging in the BC RG report).  A response along these lines is in S5-044777.

Closed.  A response along these lines is in S5-044777.
S5-044775 “Final dissemination of information in landscape report” from OMA MCC.

This LS basically asks SWG-B to provide feedback on the OMA m-commerce landscape report, especially if there are any issues that would prevent ist publication as a document endorsed by all addressed standards bodies, one of them being SA5.  The OMA MCC chair had asked to delay raising issues, if there are any, in order to avoid repeated review cycles with the other affected bodies.

The group agreed on the following procedure:

· Review the landscape after the meeting;

· send comments via the SA5 reflector until 02.12. EOB;

· to schedule provisionally a Telco for the 6th or 7th December;

· based on the comments received until the 2nd December as described above, it will be decided whether to actually have the Telco;

· the SWG-B chair will provide the feedback to OMA MCC’s interim meeting (December 15th – 17th) and clarify further formalities, if needed.

Put on hold, the final decision on a potential response will be taken at SA5#41.

6.2 Outgoing Liaisons

S5-044777.  Response LS to ATIS TMOC on Announcement of New Standards Work: VoIP Accounting Management.
This is the response to LSin S5-044718 as discussed above.  It will be brought to the SA5 plenary for approval.

Closed.

7 Discussion of agenda items and contributions

This section presents the SWG-B plenary discussions and decisions on contributions pertaining to the agenda as specified in sections 3 and 4 of this report.

7.1 Rel-6 Feature “Charging Management”

7.1.1 Draft Rel-6 TS 32.240

The TS was approved by SA at TSG meeting #25.  Version 6.0.0 of the TS can be found on the 3GPP server.

The remaining open items are documented in the report from the last meeting and inline in the TS as well as on the TS submission cover sheet in S5-044567.  CRs to close these gaps are expected in the next few meetings.

WT completion is on schedule.

7.1.2 Draft Rel-6 TS 32.298

The TS was sent for information to TSG meeting #23.  Version 1.0.0 of the TS can be found on the 3GPP server. The incorporation of remaining open items are documented in the report from the last meetings. The editors plans a new draft as soon as possible.

The following new contributions to TS 32.298 have been received in relation to proposals for changes to the IOI and the PS online charging, as discussed in the IMS and BC RGs / reports, respectively.  The following contributions are therefore accepted for inclusion for the next draft of TS 32.298 subject to the approval of the underlying substance in the IMS / BC RG respectively.

Editor’ note:  the contribution status listed below corresponds to the results of the IMS / BC RGs on the subject matter.  See S5-044704 (BC) and S5-044705 (IMS) for more details.

S5-044717 TS 32.298 ‘Definition of parameter PS Furnish Charging Information’.

As the underlying CR in S5-044796 was agreed, this document is accepted.

Closed.  Will be included in the next version of TS 32.298.

S5-044743 Rel-6 CR 32.298 IOI description in the roaming case.

This document depends on the approval of S5-044742 in IMS.  As this late document was postponed due to lack of time, S5-044743 is also postponed.

Open.  Postponed in conjunction with IMS RG result on S5-044742.

This part of the Rel-6 charging work remains on schedule.

7.2 Rel-6 WT “Interfaces to Billing Domain, Bx”

The TS produced under this WT, TS 32.297, was approved by SA at TSG meeting #23.  The latest version of this TS can be found on the 3GPP server.

The remaining open items are documented in the report from the last meeting and inline in the TS as well as on the TS submission cover sheet in S5-044155.  CRs to close these gaps are expected in the next few meetings.

WT completion is on schedule.

7.3 Rel-6 WT “Online Charging System – Rating Application”

S5-044721 “OCS – TS 32.296 v1.11.0”.

This contribution contains a new draft version of TS 32.296.  It was reviewed page by page with the following conclusions:

· Adapt the definition of “charging” to online charging, currently it applies only to offline charging.  Note this requires a number of CRs to align the other charging TSs and 21.905, and also an update to the middle tier TS template.  As a result of this adaptation, the related editor’s note is deleted.

· In clause 5.2.2.1, remove the text behind the brackets in the initial sentence.  Also add a bullet item for “bearer level” and amend the description of the three levels (3 bullet items).

· As a result of the previous item, align the architecture diagram so that all network nodes do not connect to an individual charging function but to the encircling box, allowing them to use both the EBCF and the SBCF.

· In clause 6.2.2.1, correct typo (32.288 ( 32.299) and remove editor’s note.

· In the message flow in clause 6.2.2.3 (figure 6-11), modify “step 10 – 13” to “step 10 – 14” and change the text from “Repeat steps 3- 5, 7” to “Repeat steps 3-7”.
· In respect to the LocationInformation (7.1.4.2.43), the conclusion is that any information on the subscriber location should be included in the ServiceInformation for that particular service.  This applies to LCS, PS and CS, and potentially also to IMS (tbd. in the IMS RG).  As a result, clause 7.1.4.2.43 and all references to LocationInformation are removed from TS 32.296.

· In respect to ServiceInformation (7.1.4.2.54), the conclusion is that this parameter will be formally specified in TS 32.299 and its contents in the applicable middle tier TS.  As a result, TS 32.296 will only contain a reference to TS 32.299 for this parameter.  Also as a consequence of the above, the CS information that is currently specific to Re, will also be added to TS 32.299.  It was agreed that, for the sake of generic, reusable AVPs, this principle (having all subparameters in 32.299 even if some are not used on Rf/Ro but Re only) shall be applied across the board.

With these changes, draft TS 32.296 v1.12.0 was created (S5-044778).

Closed.  Replaced by S5-044778.

S5-044749 “ Rel-6 32.296 Discussion paper – rating for several services in a single transaction.”.

This contribution proposes to allow the charging functions on the OCS to include multiple rating requests in a single Re transaction.  It was agreed that this functionality could be beneficial by significantly reducing the signalling load on Re, and thus the proposal was principally agreed.  The contribution, being a discussion paper, will now need to be followed by a change proposal to TS 32.296.

Closed.  A corresponding contribution towards TS 32.296 shall be provided at the next meeting.  If the TS is approved as proposed by SWG-B (see below), then this new contribution must be a CR.

S5-044778 “OCS – TS 32.296 v1.12.0”.

This document is the output of the discussion of S5-044721.  It was agreed to send this document to the SA5 plenary for approval.  Some open items remain in the stage 3 description / AVP definitions, these will be closed via CRs in the next meetings.

Closed.  This document will be sent for SA5 approval, thus asking for approval at the next TSG.

WT completion is on schedule in general, however some open issues exist in the stage 3 description as documented by the editor notes in the draft TS.

7.4 Non-WT related technical items

7.4.1 Joint Activities with OMA-MCC and 3GPP2 TSG-X

The result of the joint session between SWG-B, OMA MCC and 3GPP2 TSG-X is still ongoing, with special focus on the specification of PoC charging resp. The work split for this topic between the three entities.  Refer to the SC RG report in S5-044706 for further details.

The other currently active topic of mutual interest is in relation to LSin S5-044775, see section 6.1

7.4.2 Template for middle tier Charging TSs

A new version of the template is scheduled for SA5#41.

8 Any other business

8.1 Specification related issues

S5-044720 “ Specs and reports to upgrade to Rel-6”.

This document provides an overview of the SA5 TSs that are in the MCC database but do not yet have a Rel-6 version (i.e. >=6.0.0).  This applies to TSs 32.252, 32.260, 32.271, 32.272, 32.296 and 32.298.  The document states that all such TSs are to be upgraded to version 6.0.0 when Rel-6 is functionally frozen.

The latest status of the SWG-B TSs (i.e. after this meeting) can be found in the RG reports and in the SWG-B report to the SA5 plenary in S5-044702.  In that report, some of the above TSs will be recommended for approval; as for the remaining TSs, they should not be upgraded before SWG-B recommends them for approval.

Closed.

8.2 Work plan related issues

8.2.1 SA5 SWGB WT not existing yet in Rel-6

All rapporteurs of the Rel-6 WID had been informed at SA5#39bis about an action item requested by the SA5 chair to have all WT available at SA5#40 to send for approval.  However, it was later clarified that this does not apply to WTs in Rel-6.  Therefore there is no further action in this regard.

8.2.2 Rel-6 update for “Charging Management” feature

MCC has provided update proposals for the CH feature and the three Building Blocks it contains.  For the feature, this was discussed in the General RG, for the BBs in the respective RG.

S5-044709.  Rel-6 WID Feature CH.

This document was replaced by a revision in S5-044770 and therefore not further discussed.

Closed.  Replaced by S5-044770.

S5-044770.  revised S5-044709 Rel-6 WID Feature CH - to Add new TS on MBMS charging

This contribution adds MBMS to the description of the feature.  It was proposed to add PoC charging as well, this was agreed with one exception (Lucent), the objection being mainly on the grounds that formal work split with OMA MCC is not yet achieved (see section 7.4.1) and that there is not yet an SA(5) approved WI.

The schedule of the deliveries under that feature was updated to the current perspective.  With these changes output document S5-044779 was created.

Closed.  The result in S5-044779 will be presented to the SA5 plenary with the above status.

S5-044779.  Revised Rel-6 WID Feature CH.

Closed.  Will be presented to the SA5 plenary with the status described under S5-044770 above.

8.2.3 Rel-6 update for charging work plan / reassignment of charging WIs

S5-044719 CHARGING, OAM & SuM in Work_plan_3gpp_rel6_041029

This document from MCC proposes a restructuring of the SWG-B work items by attaching them, where possible, to the related “master” WIs e.g. in SA2, for example the WLAN charging WT to the 3GPP WLAN feature instead of having it under the “Bearer Charging” BB located within the CH feature.  The proposal was not discussed due to lack of time, but the SWG-B chair team agreed on advising against this change as it would fall into the end of Rel-6, therefore the effort would not be justified.  But the contribution should be considered for Rel-7.

The SWG-B chair will present the above recommendation to the SA5 plenary and, if accepted there, the document will be closed with no further SWG-B action.

Pending, to be closed subject to agreement to the above at the SA5 plenary..

9 Scheduling of future meetings

The next SWG-B meeting is scheduled from 24th January – 28th January 2005 in Lisbon, Portugal, hosted by EF3.  This is a SA5 meeting with full plenary. Thus, there will be 13 quarters available for SWG-B work plus 2 quarters for plenary preparation.  Details on allocation of meeting quarters to rapporteur sessions will be proposed by the SWG-B chair in S5-045000 (agenda/timeline) in due time, based on the agenda items and available contributions.

10 Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 13:00 hrs local time on Monday, 15th November 2004.

Annex A

Requests for SA5 action

SA5 is requested to approve the following document:

LSout S5-044777 “Response LS to ATIS TMOC on Announcement of New Standards Work: VoIP Accounting Management“.

TS S5-044778 “ OCS – TS 32.296 v1.12.0”.

WIDS S5-044779 Revised Rel-6 WID Feature CH.
Annex B

Action items from this meeting (SA5#40)

Unless stated otherwise, the action items are for the next following meeting.

1. All to review the OMA m-commerce landscape in S5-044775 and provide comments until 02 December (6.1).

2. T-Mobile to check if they can host a Telco on the 6th or 7th September (6.1)
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