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From:

GSMA CPWP

To:

3GPP T2, 3GPP SA5 SWG-B

Cc:

GSMA MMS TF

Subject:  
Re: LS on multiple MM4 recipients
GSMA CPWP thanks 3GPP T2 and 3GPP SA5 SWG-B for their liaison statements contained in T2-040259 (S5-044339) and S5-044341.

We confirm that the proposed changes to TS 23.140, once reflected in TS 32.270, will enable a consistent handling of MMs with multiple recipients. I.e. at the originating MMS R/S it should be traceable how many MMs could be routed successfully to which recipient MMS R/S. We kindly ask T2, however, to confirm that in case of MM4_Forward.RES messages covering partial status information only it is ensured that the set of MM4_Forward.RES messages sent back in response to a MM4_Forward.REQ message will cover all recipients addressed by the original bundled MM.

We’d like to briefly comment on the issue of call record correlation mentioned in TDoc S5-044341:

It is true that the originating operator will need to correlate call records in order to fully reconcile charges for MMS interworking and we confirm the view of SA5 that for MMs with multiple recipients the correlation algorithm needs to be more complex.

Call record correlation within the billing infrastructure in general is undesirable as in the past such mechanisms have proven to be costly but still not mature. Accordingly operators try to avoid the implementation of such correlation mechanisms within their billing infrastructure wherever possible.  

We understand however that the alternative would be to implement a corresponding correlation within the originating MMS R/S and that this would be a major impact on the stateless charging architecture for MMS. 
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